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Antigone	analyse

Antigone,	written	by	Sophocles,	is	a	renowned	play	in	Theban	trilogy.	It	is	believed	to	have	been	penned	around	442BC	and	links	with	Seven	Against	Thebes.	The	story	revolves	around	Polynices'	burial	and	the	repercussions	of	Antigone's	disobedience.	The	city	is	ruled	by	Creon	after	Eteocles	and	Polynices'	demise.	Creon	decrees	that	rebels	do	not
deserve	a	proper	burial,	but	Antigone	defies	this	law	and	buries	her	brother.	Her	sister	Ismene	implores	her	not	to	defy	the	state	law,	but	Antigone	remains	resolute.	When	caught,	she	argues	that	she	has	obeyed	divine	laws,	while	Creon	insists	on	enforcing	the	city	law.	Haemon's	intervention	spares	Isemne,	but	not	Antigone.	Antigone	sees	Creon's
intervention	as	a	ruler's	rule	rather	than	God's	will,	showing	empathy	for	Antigone's	act	of	burying	her	brother.	When	Creon	confronts	Haemon,	his	son,	he	becomes	overly	angry	and	scolds	him	for	meddling	in	the	state	matters,	despite	Haemon	arguing	that	it	is	unjust.	Tiresias	warns	Creon	of	severe	consequences	for	defying	divine	orders,	predicting
that	punishing	Antigone	will	enrage	the	Gods	and	harm	Thebes.	In	a	similar	manner	to	Oedipus,	Creon	rejects	Tiresias'	warning	and	instead	accuses	him	of	prophecy	deceit.	Antigone,	following	Tiresias'	advice,	chooses	to	defy	the	law	by	burying	her	brother	alive,	leading	to	her	own	demise.	Meanwhile,	Haemon	dies	by	his	own	hand	after	discovering
Antigone's	corpse.	Upon	hearing	about	Creon's	son's	death,	he	becomes	distraught	and	later	discovers	that	his	wife	Eurydice	has	also	taken	her	own	life	in	grief.	The	tragic	end	ultimately	reveals	Creon's	regret	for	putting	the	lives	of	others	at	risk	due	to	his	arrogance	and	failure	to	follow	the	natural	order.	Antigone's	Loyal	Stand:	A	Study	in	Family
Duty	and	Divine	Law	Antigone	stands	firm	in	her	devotion	to	her	family	and	her	faith	in	divine	law,	unlike	her	sister	Ismene	who	remains	passive.	When	Creon	enforces	a	law	denying	burial	rites	to	rebels,	Antigone	defies	him	by	performing	the	rites	for	her	brother	Polynices.	Arrogance	is	on	full	display	as	Creon's	rigid	stance	on	his	laws	ultimately
leads	to	devastating	consequences	for	himself	and	those	close	to	him.	His	refusal	to	listen	to	reason	from	Tiresias	results	in	the	loss	of	his	son	and	wife.	This	showcases	how	stubbornness	can	prove	disastrous.	A	strong	feminist	voice	is	present	through	Antigone,	who	challenges	state	laws	by	prioritizing	divine	law.	She	embodies	femininity	as	a	force
that	asserts	its	presence	when	faced	with	oppression.	The	play	highlights	civil	disobedience	through	Antigone's	actions	and	Haemon's	willingness	to	risk	his	life	to	defy	his	father	Creon.	This	defiance	stems	from	their	deep	understanding	of	the	consequences	but	ultimately	serves	to	bring	about	change.	In	examining	Antigone	and	Creon,	it	becomes
apparent	that	free	will	and	fate	are	intertwined	concepts.	Creon	is	bound	by	duty	as	a	leader	yet	has	agency	in	choosing	whether	or	not	to	follow	his	heart,	while	Antigone	adheres	strictly	to	her	divine	law	despite	facing	dire	repercussions.	Creon	exhibits	clear	traits	of	tyranny	throughout	the	play,	causing	widespread	discontent	among	Thebans	until
he	is	eventually	stripped	of	power.	This	loss	serves	as	a	consequence	for	his	stubborn	refusal	to	listen	and	adapt.	Throughout	the	narrative,	characters	utilize	their	unique	powers	to	effect	change.	Creon	wields	state	authority	while	Tiresias	uses	his	prophetic	abilities,	whereas	Haemon	demonstrates	the	strength	of	familial	love	by	resisting	his	father's
rule	through	self-sacrifice.	Antigone	stands	as	a	symbol	of	loyalty,	courage,	and	conviction	in	the	face	of	overwhelming	opposition.	Her	unwavering	commitment	to	her	family	and	divine	law	serves	as	a	powerful	reminder	of	the	enduring	importance	of	standing	up	for	what	is	right.	Given	article	text	here	In	Sophocles'	play,	a	young	woman	defies	her
uncle's	law	by	giving	her	brother	a	proper	burial.	She	believes	it's	a	divine	law,	not	just	a	human	one.	Her	sister	advises	against	this,	knowing	their	uncle	would	stop	at	nothing	to	enforce	his	laws,	which	have	already	led	to	tragedy	in	their	family.	The	king,	Creon,	has	recently	taken	charge	of	the	city	and	made	his	own	laws	after	a	fierce	battle.	He
insists	that	anyone	who	rebels	will	not	be	given	proper	burial	rites.	However,	when	he	finds	out	about	this	young	woman's	defiance,	he	becomes	reckless	and	arrogant.	Eventually,	his	own	son	commits	suicide	in	response	to	his	harsh	sentencing	of	her.	The	elders	of	Thebes	express	their	concerns	and	caution	Creon	against	his	arrogance,	warning	him
that	it	has	already	cost	the	city	dearly.	The	fiancé	of	the	young	woman	stands	by	her	side,	even	willing	to	die	for	her,	but	ultimately	fails	in	his	attempt	to	kill	his	father.	A	blind	soothsayer	appears,	trying	to	make	Creon	understand	the	will	of	the	gods.	However,	he	is	met	with	skepticism	and	accused	of	plotting	against	him.	Despite	this,	the	soothsayer
predicts	that	Creon's	arrogance	will	lead	to	the	death	of	his	loved	ones,	which	ultimately	comes	true	when	his	son	and	wife	follow	in	Haemon's	footsteps.	A	watchman	arrests	the	young	woman	during	her	act	of	defiance,	but	his	main	concern	is	for	his	own	life	rather	than	the	laws	he	is	supposed	to	uphold.	The	king's	wife	plays	a	crucial	role	in	the	play
as	well,	her	character	adding	depth	to	the	story	as	she	struggles	with	the	consequences	of	Creon's	actions.	The	tragic	tale	of	Antigone	unfolds	with	the	protagonist's	defiance	against	her	uncle	Creon's	laws,	leading	to	a	series	of	devastating	events.	The	death	of	Haemon	sends	his	mother,	Eurydice,	to	an	early	grave	as	well.	As	news	spreads,	the
messengers	recount	the	story	to	the	people.	Antigone	is	renowned	for	its	dignified	and	grandiose	writing	style,	which	maintains	a	smooth	and	melodic	rhythm	despite	being	adapted	from	ancient	Greek	to	English.	The	play's	tone	shifts	between	tragic	seriousness	and	sarcasm	towards	Creon,	ultimately	culminating	in	a	cathartic	tragedy.	The	novel's
action	revolves	around	Antigone's	refusal	to	follow	Creon's	law,	punishable	by	death.	Her	uncle's	arrogance	and	misjudgment	serve	as	the	main	antagonist,	blocking	her	from	performing	the	rightful	burial	rites	of	her	brother.	Allusions	are	scattered	throughout	the	text,	drawing	parallels	with	Greek	mythology,	Oedipus,	and	even	death	itself.	The
characters	are	both	static	(Creon,	Ismene,	Haemon,	Tiresias)	and	dynamic	(Antigone),	undergoing	a	transformation	during	the	play	from	obedience	to	defiance.	The	climax	occurs	when	Creon	decides	to	forgive	Antigone	too	late,	as	she	has	already	taken	her	own	life.	Haemon's	failed	attack	on	his	father-in-law	adds	to	the	tragic	outcome.	Dramatic
irony	is	woven	throughout	the	narrative	through	Tiresias'	character,	who,	despite	physical	blindness,	possesses	a	prophetic	insight	into	the	future	of	Thebes	and	its	people,	echoing	his	earlier	prophecies	about	Oedipus.	The	play	showcases	several	literary	devices,	including	foreshadowing,	hyperbole,	imagery,	metaphors,	mood,	motifs,	paradoxes,	and
rhetorical	questions.	Foreshadowing	is	evident	in	lines	that	hint	at	the	tragic	fate	of	Oedipus'	daughters.	Hyperbole	is	used	in	Ismene's	statement	about	her	heart	being	hot	from	winter	work.	Imagery	is	employed	to	create	vivid	descriptions,	such	as	the	welcome	of	the	sun	and	the	sound	of	Circe's	hovering	presence.	Metaphors	are	utilized,	like
comparing	accusations	to	birds	and	death	to	an	axe.	The	play	maintains	a	somber	mood	throughout,	shifting	to	tragedy	by	the	end.	The	tomb,	bridal	bed,	and	death	serve	as	significant	motifs.	Paradoxes	appear	in	Creon's	conflicting	orders	for	burial	honors.	Rhetorical	questions,	such	as	"What	can	I	do?"	and	"Will	you	join	me,"	are	used	to	convey
urgency	and	resolve.	Antigone	is	the	protagonist,	whose	story	unfolds	from	her	initial	entry	onto	the	stage.	The	play	Antigone	features	rhetorical	questions	posed	by	different	characters,	including	Antigone,	Ismene,	and	Creon.	In	terms	of	setting,	the	play	takes	place	at	the	front	of	the	palace	in	Thebes.	The	novel	also	employs	similes	to	make
comparisons	between	different	things.	For	example,	it	compares	the	rage	of	an	eagle	to	a	screaming	sound	from	the	sky,	armor	shining	like	snow,	threats	likened	to	a	hailstorm,	and	a	person	compared	to	a	snake.	The	play	also	uses	symbols	to	represent	characters	such	as	Creon	representing	tyranny,	Antigone	representing	defiance,	and	Ismene
representing	resignation.	Additionally,	the	text	highlights	how	Jean	Anouilh's	play	"Antigone"	is	a	modern	reinterpretation	of	Sophocle's	ancient	tragedy,	which	explores	ethical	and	moral	dilemmas	that	are	still	relevant	today.	The	play	offers	a	platform	for	debating	issues	such	as	resistance,	collaboration,	and	moral	choices	in	times	of	turmoil.	Overall,
the	text	describes	the	themes	of	family,	disobedience,	and	justice	in	the	tragic	story	of	Antigone,	who	dies	for	her	desire	to	honor	her	brother.	Antigone's	decision	to	defy	Creon	and	bury	her	brother	Polyneices	leads	to	tragic	consequences.	The	play	explores	themes	of	justice,	authority,	loyalty,	and	the	conflict	between	human	laws	and	divine	law.
Creon's	rigid	adherence	to	his	own	laws	ultimately	leads	to	the	destruction	of	his	family.	Antigone	represents	loyalty	and	devotion	to	her	family	and	divine	law,	while	Creon	embodies	authority	and	order.	Ismene,	Antigone's	sister,	is	cautious	and	submissive,	refusing	to	participate	in	the	defiance	and	advocating	for	human	laws.	The	play	also	features
characters	from	the	common	people,	such	as	the	nurse	and	guards,	who	serve	as	comedic	relief	and	victims	of	the	tragic	events	that	unfold.	The	chorus	provides	commentary	throughout	the	play,	while	other	minor	characters	include	Eurydice,	Creon's	wife	and	Hemon's	mother,	and	the	three	guards	who	discover	Antigone's	body.	The	play	raises	deep
ethical	questions	about	the	consequences	of	pride	and	inflexibility,	as	well	as	the	importance	of	family	loyalty	and	divine	law.	La	vie	est	une	tragédie	pour	Antigone,	qui	a	choisi	d'être	sa	propre	fatalité.	Elle	refuse	d'accepter	les	compromis	de	la	vie	adulte	et	préfère	vivre	dans	un	monde	pur	et	idéaliste,	comme	celui	de	l'enfance.	La	pièce	d'Anouilh	est
une	tragédie	qui	oppose	Antigone	à	Créon,	représentant	respectivement	la	morale	et	l'intérêt	personnel.	La	réception	de	la	pièce	a	été	mitigée	en	raison	du	contexte	historique	agité	dans	lequel	elle	a	été	créée.	Malgré	cela,	la	pièce	a	connu	un	triomphe	avec	plus	de	500	représentations,	mais	elle	a	également	engendré	une	polémique	et	des	réactions
passionnées.	Certains	l'ont	vue	comme	une	anarchiste	qui	semait	le	désordre,	tandis	que	d'autres	y	ont	vu	un	dialogue	impossible	entre	la	Résistance	et	la	collaboration.	L'exigence	de	pureté	et	l'obsession	du	sacrifice	de	l'héroïne	ont	triomphé	auprès	du	public	jeune,	mais	les	costumes	qui	confondaient	les	gardes	avec	la	Gestapo	n'ont	aidé	qu'à	la
confusion.
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