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A	Japanese	yuppie	plunges	into	chaos	after	he	discovers	a	snapshot	depicting	a	unique	crossbreed	of	sheep.	In	"a	comic	combination	of	disparate	styles:	a	mock-hardboiled	mystery,	a	metaphysical	speculation	and	an	ironic	first-person	account	of	an	impossible	quest	.	.	.	Murakami	emerges	as	a	wholly	original	talent,"	PW	wrote.	Copyright	1990	Reed	Business	Information,	Inc.	This	novel,	the	American	debut	of	a	popular	contemporary	Japanese	writer,	will	have	a	familiar	ring	to	Western	ears.	The	narrative	moves	adroitly	through	mystery,	fable,	pensive	realism,
and	modernist	absurdity	to	tell	the	tale--at	least	on	the	surface--of	a	Japanese	man	caught	up	in	a	puzzling	quest	for	a	somewhat	mystical	sheep.	The	spare	style	echoes	Raymond	Carver,	Dashiell	Hammett,	and	Raymond	Chandler,	with	matter-of-fact	absurdities	reminiscent	of	John	Irving	and,	in	less	inspired	moments,	Tom	Robbins.	While	the	climax	of	the	story	is	somewhat	unrewarding,	many	readers	will	enjoy	being	pulled	along	by	the	playful	and	engaging	style	and	fluid	structure.	Interesting	as	an	example	of	current	Japanese	writing	and	as	an	unusually	hip
and	irreverent	look	at	contemporary	Japanese	society,	this	would	be	a	nice	addition	to	larger	fiction	collections.-	Mark	Woodhouse,	Elmira	Coll.,	N.Y.Copyright	1989	Reed	Business	Information,	Inc.	“Murakami	is	a	mythmaker	for	the	millennium,	a	wiseacre	wiseman.”	–New	York	Times	Book	Review	"A	delight	.	.	.	equal	parts	screwball	comedy,	detective	story,	and	heroic	quest."	–USA	Today“A	witty	adventure	.	.	.	a	piece	of	verbal	anarchy	.	.	.	a	labyrinthine	mystery	from	start	to	finish.”	–San	Francisco	Chronicle"Marvelously	engaging,	at	turns	witty,	dry,	wicked,
even	loopy.	Reading	A	Wild	Sheep	Chase	is	like	spending	a	splendidly	foul	weekend	with	the	Four	Raymonds–Chandler,	Carver,	Massey,	and	Queneau."–Frederick	BarthelmeFrom	the	Trade	Paperback	edition.	A	marvelous	hybrid	of	mythology	and	mystery,	A	Wild	Sheep	Chaseis	the	extraordinary	literary	thriller	that	launched	Haruki	Murakami?s	international	reputation.	It	begins	simply	enough:	A	twenty-something	advertising	executive	receives	a	postcard	from	a	friend,	and	casually	appropriates	the	image	for	an	insurance	company?s	advertisement.	What	he
doesn?t	realize	is	that	included	in	the	pastoral	scene	is	a	mutant	sheep	with	a	star	on	its	back,	and	in	using	this	photo	he	has	unwittingly	captured	the	attention	of	a	man	in	black	who	offers	a	menacing	ultimatum:	find	the	sheep	or	face	dire	consequences.	Thus	begins	a	surreal	and	elaborate	quest	that	takes	our	hero	from	the	urban	haunts	of	Tokyo	to	the	remote	and	snowy	mountains	of	northern	Japan,	where	he	confronts	not	only	the	mythological	sheep,	but	the	confines	of	tradition	and	the	demons	deep	within	himself.	Quirky	and	utterly	captivating,	A	Wild
Sheep	Chase	is	Murakami	at	his	astounding	best.	A	marvelous	hybrid	of	mythology	and	mystery,	A	Wild	Sheep	Chase"	is	the	extraordinary	literary	thriller	that	launched	Haruki	Murakami's	international	reputation.	It	begins	simply	enough:	A	twenty-something	advertising	executive	receives	a	postcard	from	a	friend,	and	casually	appropriates	the	image	for	an	insurance	company's	advertisement.	What	he	doesn't	realize	is	that	included	in	the	pastoral	scene	is	a	mutant	sheep	with	a	star	on	its	back,	and	in	using	this	photo	he	has	unwittingly	captured	the	attention
of	a	man	in	black	who	offers	a	menacing	ultimatum:	find	the	sheep	or	face	dire	consequences.	Thus	begins	a	surreal	and	elaborate	quest	that	takes	our	hero	from	the	urban	haunts	of	Tokyo	to	the	remote	and	snowy	mountains	of	northern	Japan,	where	he	confronts	not	only	the	mythological	sheep,	but	the	confines	of	tradition	and	the	demons	deep	within	himself.	Quirky	and	utterly	captivating,	A	Wild	Sheep	Chase	is	Murakami	at	his	astounding	best.	Born	in	Kyoto,	Japan,	in	1949,	Haruki	Murakami	grew	up	in	Kobe	and	now	lives	near	Tokyo.	The	most	recent	of
his	many	honors	is	the	Yomiuri	Literary	Prize,	whose	previous	recipients	include	Yukio	Mishima,	Kenzaburo	Oe,	and	Kobo	Abe.	His	work	has	been	translated	into	more	than	fifty	languages.	Part	OneNovember	25,	19701	Wednesday	Afternoon	Picnic	It	was	a	short	one-paragraph	item	in	the	morning	edition.	A	friend	rang	me	up	and	read	it	to	me.	Nothing	special.	Something	a	rookie	reporter	fresh	out	of	college	might've	written	for	practice.	The	date,	a	street	corner,	a	person	driving	a	truck,	a	pedestrian,	a	casualty,	an	investigation	of	possible	negligence.
Sounded	like	one	of	those	poems	on	the	inner	flap	of	a	magazine.	"Where's	the	funeral?"	I	asked.	"You	got	me,"	he	said.	"Did	she	even	have	family?"	Of	course	she	had	a	family.	I	called	the	police	department	to	track	down	her	family's	address	and	telephone	number,	after	which	I	gave	them	a	call	to	get	details	of	the	funeral.	Her	family	lived	in	an	old	quarter	of	Tokyo.	I	got	out	my	map	and	marked	the	block	in	red.	There	were	subway	and	train	and	bus	lines	everywhere,	overlapping	like	some	misshapen	spiderweb,	the	whole	area	a	maze	of	narrow	streets	and
drainage	canals.	The	day	of	the	funeral,	I	took	a	streetcar	from	Waseda.	I	got	off	near	the	end	of	the	line.	The	map	proved	about	as	helpful	as	a	globe	would	have	been.	I	ended	up	buying	pack	after	pack	of	cigarettes,	asking	directions	each	time.	It	was	a	wood-frame	house	with	a	brown	board	fence	around	it.	A	small	yard,	with	an	abandoned	ceramic	brazier	filled	with	standing	rainwater.	The	ground	was	dark	and	damp.	She'd	left	home	when	she	was	sixteen.	Which	may	have	been	the	reason	why	the	funeral	was	so	somber.	Only	family	present,	nearly	everyone
older.	It	was	presided	over	by	her	older	brother,	barely	thirty,	or	maybe	it	was	her	brother-in-law.	Her	father,	a	shortish	man	in	his	mid-fifties,	wore	a	black	armband	of	mourning.	He	stood	by	the	entrance	and	scarcely	moved.	Reminded	me	of	a	street	washed	clean	after	a	downpour.	On	leaving,	I	lowered	my	head	in	silence,	and	he	lowered	his	head	in	return,	without	a	word.	I	met	her	in	autumn	nine	years	ago,	when	I	was	twenty	and	she	was	seventeen.	There	was	a	small	coffee	shop	near	the	university	where	I	hung	out	with	friends.	It	wasn't	much	of
anything,	but	it	offered	certain	constants:	hard	rock	and	bad	coffee.	She'd	always	be	sitting	in	the	same	spot,	elbows	planted	on	the	table,	reading.	With	her	glasses--which	resembled	orthodontia--and	skinny	hands,	she	seemed	somehow	endearing.	Always	her	coffee	would	be	cold,	always	her	ashtray	full	of	cigarette	butts.	The	only	thing	that	changed	was	the	book.	One	time	it'd	be	Mickey	Spillane,	another	time	Kenzaburo	Oe,	another	time	Allen	Ginsberg.	Didn't	matter	what	it	was,	as	long	as	it	was	a	book.	The	students	who	drifted	in	and	out	of	the	place	would
lend	her	books,	and	she'd	read	them	clean	through,	cover	to	cover.	Devour	them,	like	so	many	ears	of	corn.	In	those	days,	people	lent	out	books	as	a	matter	of	course,	so	she	never	wanted	for	anything	to	read.	Those	were	the	days	of	the	Doors,	the	Stones,	the	Byrds,	Deep	Purple,	and	the	Moody	Blues.	The	air	was	alive,	even	as	everything	seemed	poised	on	the	verge	of	collapse,	waiting	for	a	push.	She	and	I	would	trade	books,	talk	endlessly,	drink	cheap	whiskey,	engage	in	unremarkable	sex.	You	know,	the	stuff	of	everyday.	Meanwhile,	the	curtain	was
creaking	down	on	the	shambles	of	the	sixties.	I	forget	her	name.	I	could	pull	out	the	obituary,	but	what	difference	would	it	make	now.	I've	forgotten	her	name.	Suppose	I	meet	up	with	old	friends	and	mid-swing	the	conversation	turns	to	her.	No	one	ever	remembers	her	name	either.	Say,	back	then	there	was	this	girl	who'd	sleep	with	anyone,	you	know,	what's-her-face,	the	name	escapes	me,	but	I	slept	with	her	lots	of	times,	wonder	what	she's	doing	now,	be	funny	to	run	into	her	on	the	street.	"Back	then,	there	was	this	girl	who'd	sleep	with	anyone."	That's	her
name.	Of	course,	strictly	speaking,	she	didn't	sleep	with	just	anyone.	She	had	standards.	Still,	the	fact	of	the	matter	is,	as	any	cursory	examination	of	the	evidence	would	suffice	to	show,	that	she	was	quite	willing	to	sleep	with	almost	any	guy.	Once,	and	only	once,	I	asked	her	about	these	standards	of	hers.	"Well,	if	you	must	know	.	.	.	,"	she	began.	A	pensive	thirty	seconds	went	by.	"It's	not	like	anybody	will	do.	Sometimes	the	whole	idea	turns	me	off.	But	you	know,	maybe	I	want	to	find	out	about	a	lot	of	different	people.	Or	maybe	that's	how	my	world	comes
together	for	me."	"By	sleeping	with	someone?"	"Uh-huh."	It	was	my	turn	to	think	things	over.	"So	tell	me,	has	it	helped	you	make	sense	of	things?"	"A	little,"	she	said.	From	the	winter	through	the	summer	I	hardly	saw	her.	The	university	was	blockaded	and	shut	down	on	several	occasions,	and	in	any	case,	I	was	going	through	some	personal	problems	of	my	own.	When	I	visited	the	coffee	shop	again	the	next	autumn,	the	clientele	had	completely	changed,	and	she	was	the	only	face	I	recognized.	Hard	rock	was	playing	as	before,	but	the	excitement	in	the	air	had
vanished.	Only	she	and	the	bad	coffee	were	the	same.	I	plunked	down	in	the	chair	opposite	her,	and	we	talked	about	the	old	crowd.	Most	of	the	guys	had	dropped	out,	one	had	committed	suicide,	one	had	buried	his	tracks.	Talk	like	that.	"What've	you	been	up	to	this	past	year?"	she	asked	me.	"Different	things,"	I	said.	"Wiser	for	it?"	"A	little."	That	night,	I	slept	with	her	for	the	first	time.	About	her	background	I	know	almost	nothing.	What	I	do	know,	someone	may	have	told	me;	maybe	it	was	she	herself	when	we	were	in	bed	together.	Her	first	year	of	high	school
she	had	a	big	falling	out	with	her	father	and	flew	the	coop	(and	high	school	too).	I'm	pretty	sure	that's	the	story.	Exactly	where	she	lived,	what	she	did	to	get	by,	nobody	knew.	She	would	sit	in	some	rock-music	café	all	day	long,	drink	cup	after	cup	of	coffee,	chain-smoke,	and	leaf	through	books,	waiting	for	someone	to	come	along	to	foot	her	coffee	and	cigarette	bills	(no	mean	sum	for	us	types	in	those	days),	then	typically	end	up	sleeping	with	the	guy.	There.	That's	everything	I	know	about	her.	From	the	autumn	of	that	year	on	into	the	spring	of	the	next,	once	a
week	on	Tuesday	nights,	she'd	drop	in	at	my	apartment	outside	Mitaka.	She'd	put	away	whatever	simple	dinner	I	cooked,	fill	my	ashtrays,	and	have	sex	with	me	with	the	radio	tuned	full	blast	to	an	FEN	rock	program.	Waking	up	Wednesday	mornings,	we'd	go	for	a	walk	through	the	woods	to	the	ICU	campus	and	have	lunch	in	the	dining	hall.	In	the	afternoon,	we'd	have	a	weak	cup	of	coffee	in	the	student	lounge,	and	if	the	weather	was	good,	we'd	stretch	out	on	the	grass	and	gaze	up	at	the	sky.	Our	Wednesday	afternoon	picnic,	she	called	it.	"Everytime	we	come
here,	I	feel	like	we're	on	a	picnic."	"Really?	A	picnic?"	"Well,	the	grounds	go	on	and	on,	everyone	looks	so	happy	.	.	."	She	sat	up	and	fumbled	through	a	few	matches	before	lighting	a	cigarette.	"The	sun	climbs	high	in	the	sky,	then	starts	down.	People	come,	then	go.	The	time	breezes	by.	That's	like	a	picnic,	isn't	it?"	I	was	twenty-one	at	the	time,	about	to	turn	twenty-two.	No	prospect	of	graduating	soon,	and	yet	no	reason	to	quit	school.	Caught	in	the	most	curiously	depressing	circumstances.	For	months	I'd	been	stuck,	unable	to	take	one	step	in	any	new
direction.	The	world	kept	moving	on;	I	alone	was	at	a	standstill.	In	the	autumn,	everything	took	on	a	desolate	cast,	the	colors	swiftly	fading	before	my	eyes.	The	sunlight,	the	smell	of	the	grass,	the	faintest	patter	of	rain,	everything	got	on	my	nerves.	How	many	times	did	I	dream	of	catching	a	train	at	night?	Always	the	same	dream.	A	nightliner	stuffy	with	cigarette	smoke	and	toilet	stink.	So	crowded	there	was	hardly	standing	room.	The	seats	all	caked	with	vomit.	It	was	all	I	could	do	to	get	up	and	leave	the	train	at	the	station.	But	it	was	not	a	station	at	all.	Only
an	open	field,	with	not	a	house	light	anywhere.	No	stationmaster,	no	clock,	no	timetable,	no	nothing--so	went	the	dream.	I	still	remember	that	eerie	afternoon.	The	twenty-fifth	of	November.	Gingko	leaves	brought	down	by	heavy	rains	had	turned	the	footpaths	into	dry	riverbeds	of	gold.	She	and	I	were	out	for	a	walk,	hands	in	our	pockets.	Not	a	sound	to	be	heard	except	for	the	crunch	of	the	leaves	under	our	feet	and	the	piercing	cries	of	the	birds.	"Just	what	is	it	you're	brooding	over?"	she	blurted	out	all	of	a	sudden.	"Nothing	really,"	I	said.	She	kept	walking	a
bit	before	sitting	down	by	the	side	of	the	path	and	taking	a	drag	on	her	cigarette.	"You	always	have	bad	dreams?"	"I	often	have	bad	dreams.	Generally,	trauma	about	vending	machines	eating	my	change."	She	laughed	and	put	her	hand	on	my	knee,	but	then	took	it	away	again.	"You	don't	want	to	talk	about	it,	do	you?"	"Not	today.	I'm	having	trouble	talking."	She	flicked	her	half-smoked	cigarette	to	the	dirt	and	carefully	ground	it	out	with	her	shoe.	"You	can't	bring	yourself	to	say	what	you'd	really	like	to	say,	isn't	that	what	you	mean?"	"I	don't	know,"	I	said.	Two
birds	flew	off	from	nearby	and	were	swallowed	up	into	the	cloudless	sky.	We	watched	them	until	they	were	out	of	sight.	Then	she	began	drawing	indecipherable	patterns	in	the	dirt	with	a	twig.	"Sometimes	I	get	real	lonely	sleeping	with	you."	"I'm	sorry	I	make	you	feel	that	way,"	I	said.	"It's	not	your	fault.	It's	not	like	you're	thinking	of	some	other	girl	when	we're	having	sex.	What	difference	would	that	make	anyway?	It's	just	that--"	She	stopped	mid-sentence	and	slowly	drew	three	straight	lines	on	the	ground.	"Oh,	I	don't	know."	"You	know,	I	never	meant	to	shut
you	out,"	I	broke	in	after	a	moment.	"I	don't	understand	what	gets	into	me.	I'm	trying	my	damnedest	to	figure	it	out.	I	don't	want	to	blow	things	out	of	proportion,	but	I	don't	want	to	pretend	they're	not	there.	It	takes	time."	"How	much	time?"	"Who	knows?	Maybe	a	year,	maybe	ten."	She	tossed	the	twig	to	the	ground	and	stood	up,	brushing	the	dry	bits	of	grass	from	her	coat.	"Ten	years?	C'mon,	isn't	that	like	forever?"	"Maybe,"	I	said.	We	walked	through	the	woods	to	the	ICU	campus,	sat	down	in	the	student	lounge,	and	munched	on	hot	dogs.	It	was	two	in	the
afternoon,	and	Yukio	Mishima's	picture	kept	flashing	on	the	lounge	TV.	The	volume	control	was	broken	so	we	could	hardly	make	out	what	was	being	said,	but	it	didn't	matter	to	us	one	way	or	the	other.	A	student	got	up	on	a	chair	and	tried	fooling	with	the	volume,	but	eventually	he	gave	up	and	wandered	off.	"I	want	you,"	I	said.	"Okay,"	she	said.	So	we	thrust	our	hands	back	into	our	coat	pockets	and	slowly	walked	back	to	the	apartment.	I	woke	up	to	find	her	sobbing	softly,	her	slender	body	trembling	under	the	covers.	I	turned	on	the	heater	and	checked	the
clock.	Two	in	the	morning.	A	startlingly	white	moon	shone	in	the	middle	of	the	sky.	I	waited	for	her	to	stop	crying	before	putting	the	kettle	on	for	tea.	One	teabag	for	the	both	of	us.	No	sugar,	no	lemon,	just	plain	hot	tea.	Then	lighting	up	two	cigarettes,	I	handed	one	to	her.	She	inhaled	and	spat	out	the	smoke,	three	times	in	rapid	succession,	before	she	broke	down	coughing.	"Tell	me,	have	you	ever	thought	of	killing	me?"	she	asked.	"You?"	"Yeah."	"Why're	you	asking	me	such	a	thing?"	Her	cigarette	still	at	her	lips,	she	rubbed	her	eyelid	with	her	fingertip.	"No
special	reason."	"No,	never,"	I	said.	"Honest?"	"Honest.	Why	would	I	want	to	kill	you?"	"Oh,	I	guess	you're	right,"	she	said.	"I	thought	for	a	second	there	that	maybe	it	wouldn't	be	so	bad	to	get	murdered	by	someone.	Like	when	I'm	sound	asleep."	"I'm	afraid	I'm	not	the	killer	type."	"Oh?"	"As	far	as	I	know."	She	laughed.	She	put	her	cigarette	out,	drank	down	the	rest	of	her	tea,	then	lit	up	again.	"I'm	going	to	live	to	be	twenty-five,"	she	said,	"then	die."	July,	eight	years	later,	she	was	dead	at	twenty-six.	In	this	quirky	novel	from	Japan,	the	unnamed	30-something
narrator	goes	searching	for	his	hidden	friend,	The	Rat,	and	a	magic	sheep	seemingly	bent	on	world	domination.	Part	satire,	part	mystery,	the	book	dwells	mostly	on	the	protagonist's	ruminations	on	personalities,	events,	and	milieu.	The	British	audio	publisher	has	cast	an	American	reader.	Rupert	Degas	sounds	like	a	likable	East	Coast	grad	student	while	impersonating	the	hero,	giving	the	musings	and	descriptions	dramatic	and	expressive	force.	In	dialogue	passages,	however,	he	relies	upon	his	skill	with	character	voices,	making	them	cartoonish.	The	Rat,	for
instance,	sounds	like	Woody	Allen.	This	approach	seems	to	clash	with	the	authorial	voice,	not	to	mention	the	Asian	setting.	Y.R.	©	AudioFile	2007,	Portland,	Maine--	Copyright	©	AudioFile,	Portland,	Maine	Table	of	Contents	First	published	on	October	13,	1982,	A	Wild	Sheep	Chase	by	Haruki	Murakami	is	a	captivating	blend	of	fiction,	Japan,	and	magical	realism.	Part	of	the	The	Rat	#3	saga,	this	novel	takes	readers	on	a	surreal	journey	through	the	mysterious	town	of	Junitaki.	With	its	enigmatic	characters	and	thought-provoking	themes,	A	Wild	Sheep	Chase	is	a
must-read	for	fans	of	Murakami's	unique	storytelling	style.CharactersThe	Narrator:	An	unnamed	protagonist	whose	life	takes	an	extraordinary	turn	when	he	becomes	entangled	in	a	bizarre	hunt	for	a	sheep.The	Sheep:	An	elusive	and	mystical	creature	that	may	hold	the	key	to	unlocking	the	secrets	of	the	world.The	Girl	with	Exquisite	Ears:	A	mysterious	woman	whose	unique	physical	features	have	a	profound	impact	on	those	around	her.The	Rat:	A	recurring	character	in	Murakami's	novels,	whose	presence	adds	an	element	of	unpredictability	to	the	story.The
Professor:	An	eccentric	academic	with	an	obsession	with	sheep,	whose	knowledge	proves	invaluable	in	the	quest	for	the	elusive	creature.SummaryIn	A	Wild	Sheep	Chase,	the	narrator's	mundane	existence	is	disrupted	when	he	receives	a	cryptic	postcard	from	a	friend	he	has	not	seen	in	years.	The	postcard	leads	him	on	a	journey	that	involves	a	cast	of	eccentric	characters,	including	a	right-wing	politico,	a	manic-depressive	in	a	sheep	outfit,	and	the	enigmatic	girl	with	exquisite	ears.As	the	narrator	delves	deeper	into	the	mystery	surrounding	the	sheep,	he
discovers	that	the	creature	may	hold	the	key	to	a	higher	understanding	of	the	world.	With	the	help	of	his	friends	and	the	guidance	of	the	Professor,	the	narrator	embarks	on	a	quest	to	track	down	the	elusive	sheep	and	unravel	the	secrets	of	its	significance.As	the	hunt	for	the	sheep	unfolds,	the	narrator	is	drawn	into	a	web	of	intrigue	and	danger,	where	reality	and	fantasy	blur	together.	With	each	twist	and	turn,	the	narrator	confronts	his	own	fears	and	desires,	ultimately	leading	to	a	revelatory	climax	that	challenges	his	perception	of	the	world.AnalysisA	Wild
Sheep	Chase	is	a	masterful	blend	of	magical	realism	and	existential	philosophy,	with	Murakami's	signature	surrealist	style	shining	through	in	every	page.	The	novel	explores	themes	of	identity,	purpose,	and	the	search	for	meaning	in	a	world	that	often	seems	indifferent	and	unknowable.Through	the	narrator's	quest	for	the	sheep,	Murakami	delves	into	the	complexities	of	human	nature	and	the	mysteries	of	existence.	The	characters	in	the	novel	serve	as	metaphors	for	the	different	facets	of	the	narrator's	psyche,	each	playing	a	crucial	role	in	his	journey	of	self-
discovery.With	its	intricate	plot	and	rich	symbolism,	A	Wild	Sheep	Chase	invites	readers	to	question	the	boundaries	between	reality	and	fiction,	truth	and	illusion.	Murakami's	distinctive	voice	and	vivid	imagery	create	a	world	that	is	at	once	familiar	and	strange,	inviting	readers	to	explore	the	depths	of	their	own	consciousness.Final	thoughtsA	Wild	Sheep	Chase	is	a	captivating	and	thought-provoking	novel	that	will	appeal	to	fans	of	magical	realism	and	literary	fiction.	With	its	compelling	storyline,	complex	characters,	and	profound	themes,	this	book	is	a	must-
read	for	anyone	looking	to	experience	the	unique	storytelling	of	Haruki	Murakami.If	you	enjoyed	this	summary,	consider	purchasing	the	complete	book	or	listening	to	the	audiobook	for	a	deeper	dive	into	the	surreal	world	of	A	Wild	Sheep	Chase.9780375718946	(ISBN10:	037571894X)Format:	353	pages,	PaperbackOriginal	Title:	羊をめぐる冒険	[Hitsuji	o	meguru	bōken]Authors:	Haruki	Murakami,	Alfred	Birnbaum	(Translator)Edition:	April	9,	2002	by	Knopf	Doubleday	Publishing	Group	A	Wild	Sheep	Chase	(1982)	is	the	third	novel	by	Haruki	Murakami,	an
internationally	acclaimed	author	who	most	recently	won	the	Jerusalem	Prize	and	whose	work	has	been	translated	into	over	50	languages.	He	is	also	known	for	Norwegian	Wood	(1987),	Kafka	on	the	Shore	(2002),	and	1Q84	(2009).The	29-year-old	narrator	of	the	novel,	who	is	never	named,	works	for	an	advertising	agency	in	Tokyo	and	leads	a	lonely	and	regimented	life.	He	is	divorced,	childless,	and	has	a	girlfriend	who	moonlights	as	a	prostitute,	proofreader	and	ear	model.	The	first	part	of	the	novel	is	relatively	realistic,	describing	the	narrator’s	fragmented
romantic	history	and	rootless	urban	existence.	The	novel	opens	with	the	narrator’s	discovery	that	a	woman	with	whom	he	had	a	casual	affair	in	college—and	whose	name	he	cannot	recall—has	been	killed	by	a	passing	truck.	The	novel	then	jumps	ahead	in	time;	the	narrator	is	in	the	process	of	splitting	up	with	his	wife,	for	reasons	that	are	never	specified.	It	then	jumps	ahead	two	months	to	describe	his	present	girlfriend,	whose	ears	are	mysteriously	bewitching	to	him	but	who	is	an	unremarkable	convenience	to	him	otherwise.		The	narrator’s	quest	begins	when
a	well-groomed	and	inscrutable	man	visits	the	advertising	agency	at	which	the	narrator	works.	The	man	has	seen	a	photograph	that	the	narrator	has	used	for	an	ad	campaign	that	shows	a	herd	of	sheep	near	a	mountain	somewhere	in	the	wilds	of	Japan.	The	narrator	was	given	the	photograph	by	his	nomadic	and	reclusive	friend	Rat,	who	has	long	disappeared	from	his	life	but	who	writes	him	letters	from	increasingly	remote	addresses.	The	visitor	to	the	ad	agency	wishes	for	the	narrator	to	do	two	things:	withdraw	the	ad	from	publication	and	find	a	particular
sheep	that	is	pictured	in	the	ad,	which	stands	out	from	the	other	sheep	by	having	a	star-shaped	mark	on	its	back.	The	visitor	gives	the	narrator	a	month	to	find	the	sheep,	and	threatens	the	narrator	and	his	partner	with	shutting	down	their	agency	and	ruining	their	livelihoods	if	the	narrator	does	not	comply.	The	visitor	is	acting	on	the	behest	of	a	mysterious	and	powerful	figure	known	only	as	“the	Boss,”	who	is	mortally	ill	and	who	has	been	somehow	psychically	invaded	by	the	sheep	that	the	narrator	is	supposed	to	track	down.		The	narrator	and	his	girlfriend
attempt	to	find	Rat’s	whereabouts.	They	have	only	the	postmark	from	his	last	letter	for	a	clue,	which	leads	them	to	a	remote	and	desolate	part	of	Japan.	There,	they	stay	at	a	run-down	hotel	called	the	Dolphin	and	begin	their	search	for	the	elusive	magical	sheep.	This	search	leads	nowhere	at	first,	but	they	run	into	luck	when	the	proprietor	of	the	hotel	tells	them	that	his	father,	from	whom	he	is	estranged,	is	a	former	minister	of	agriculture	and	lives	at	the	hotel.	The	father	turns	out	to	be	an	imposing	but	also	ruined	figure,	whose	life	has	been	given	over	to	the
same	sheep	that	the	narrator	is	attempting	to	find.	He	tells	the	narrator	that	he,	like	the	Boss,	was	“inhabited”	by	this	sheep,	but	that	the	sheep	then	left	him.	The	narrator	also	spies,	in	the	hotel	lobby,	a	painting	that	displays	the	same	pastoral	scene	as	Rat’s	photograph.The	narrator	and	his	girlfriend	go	up	into	the	mountains	surrounding	the	town,	in	search	of	the	sheep	and	the	pasture	in	the	photograph.	They	are	driven	halfway	up	by	a	friendly	local	shepherd,	who	then	abandons	them	to	walk	the	rest	of	the	way	at	an	especially	precarious	turn.	The
landscape	that	they	come	upon	is	wild	and	lonely,	but	also	peaceful	and	beautiful.	They	stay	at	Rat’s	family’s	former	summer	house—the	place	where	Rat	intimated	to	the	narrator	that	he	was	going,	in	his	last	letter	to	him.	The	house	shows	signs	of	recent	habitation,	but	Rat	himself	is	nowhere	to	be	found,	and	neither	is	the	magical	sheep.	After	their	first	night	together	in	the	house,	the	girlfriend	disappears,	and	except	for	occasional	visits	from	a	strange	hybrid	figure	called	“the	Sheep	Man”–a	short,	stout	man	zipped	into	a	sheep	suit–the	narrator	finds
himself	entirely	alone.	It	is	a	state	that	for	him	is	both	ecstatic	and	disorienting.	He	occupies	himself	for	the	next	several	days	with	making	meals,	taking	walks	and	having	occasional	visits	with	the	gruff	and	abrupt	Sheep	Man,	who	is	evasive	about	Rat’s	whereabouts	and	the	whereabouts	of	his	girlfriend.When	the	narrator	one	day	notices	that	the	Sheep	Man	is	present	on	Rat’s	living	room	couch,	but	gives	no	reflection	in	the	mirror,	he	realizes	that	the	Sheep	Man	is	a	sort	of	spirit,	and	perhaps	even	a	figment	of	the	narrator’s	own	imagination.	He	angrily	calls
the	Sheep	Man’s	bluff,	and	tells	him	that	he	will	see	Rat	that	evening.	Rat	shows	up	an	hour	early	for	their	appointed	date,	but	insists	that	they	sit	in	darkness	as	they	drink	beers	and	talk.	It	turns	out	that	Rat	is,	as	the	narrator	has	already	suspected,	a	ghost.	He	tells	the	narrator	that	he	hung	himself	a	week	prior	to	the	narrator’s	occupancy	in	the	house.	He	hung	himself	in	order	to	kill	the	magical	sheep,	who	had	been	inhabiting	him,	as	he	had	inhabited	the	Boss	and	the	hotel	keeper’s	father	before	him.	Rat	further	tells	the	narrator	that	he	had	had	to	get	the
narrator’s	girlfriend	out	of	the	house	(it	is	unclear	whether	or	not	she	was	killed)	because	he	had	found	her	presence	disruptive.	He	also	confirms	to	the	narrator	that	the	Sheep	Man	was	also	Rat,	though	in	a	different	manifestation.	Rat	then	disappears,	after	telling	the	narrator	that	he	has	a	rendezvous	at	noon	the	following	day	with	the	Boss’s	emissary:	the	same	man	who	sent	the	narrator	on	his	quest	to	find	the	sheep,	for	which	the	following	day	is	also	the	deadline.The	following	day,	the	narrator	makes	his	way	down	the	mountain.	At	the	same	treacherous
bend	in	the	road	where	the	narrator	and	his	girlfriend	began	the	walking	part	of	their	journey	several	days	earlier,	the	narrator	discovers	the	emissary	and	his	chauffeured	car	waiting	for	him.	The	emissary,	who	has	apparently	known	the	location	of	the	meadow	in	the	photograph	all	along,	expresses	his	satisfaction	with	the	narrator’s	performance	and	hands	him	a	large	check.	The	narrator	uses	this	check	to	finance	the	new	bar	of	his	old	hometown	acquaintance	J,	who	also	knew	Rat.	The	narrator	tells	J	that	he	and	Rat	will	be	his	“silent	partners.”	He	then
takes	a	solitary	walk	along	the	beach	nearby	(which	has	been	so	developed	that	it	is	barely	a	beach	at	all	any	more)	and	weeps,	for	the	first	time	in	the	novel.				The	Noma	Literary	Prize	(Noma	Bungei	Shō)	was	established	in	1941	by	the	Noma	Service	Association	(Noma	Hōkō	Kai)	in	accordance	with	the	last	wishes	o	The	Noma	Literary	Prize	(Noma	Bungei	Shō)	was	established	in	1941	by	the	Noma	Service	Association	(Noma	Hōkō	Kai)	in	accordance	with	the	last	wishes	of	Noma	Seiji	(1878-1938),	founder	and	first	president	of	the	Kōdansha	publishing
company.	The	Noma	Literary	Prize	has	been	awarded	annually	to	an	outstanding	new	work	published	in	Japan	between	October	and	the	following	September.	...	...more	Share	—	copy	and	redistribute	the	material	in	any	medium	or	format	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	Adapt	—	remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	The	licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the	license	terms.	Attribution	—	You	must	give	appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the	license,	and	indicate	if	changes	were	made	.
You	may	do	so	in	any	reasonable	manner,	but	not	in	any	way	that	suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	—	If	you	remix,	transform,	or	build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the	same	license	as	the	original.	No	additional	restrictions	—	You	may	not	apply	legal	terms	or	technological	measures	that	legally	restrict	others	from	doing	anything	the	license	permits.	You	do	not	have	to	comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain	or	where	your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable	exception
or	limitation	.	No	warranties	are	given.	The	license	may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions	necessary	for	your	intended	use.	For	example,	other	rights	such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.	Contemporary	FictionPrepared	bythe	Litseller	editorial	team.Our	goal	is	to	share	concise,	accurate,	and	valuable	book	notes	for	personal	growth	and	education.«A	Wild	Sheep	Chase»	is	a	novel	by	Haruki	Murakami	in	which	the	main	character,	an	unnamed	advertising	agent,	receives	a	mysterious	assignment	from	a	powerful
individual.	He	must	find	a	sheep	with	a	unique	mark	on	its	back,	which	possesses	mystical	abilities.	His	search	leads	him	to	the	remote	corners	of	Japan,	where	he	encounters	various	strange	and	enigmatic	characters.	The	journey	becomes	not	only	physical	but	also	spiritual,	prompting	the	protagonist	to	reevaluate	his	life	and	relationships	with	those	around	him.	The	novel	blends	elements	of	detective	fiction,	mysticism,	and	philosophy,	creating	a	unique	atmosphere	and	profound	reflections	on	human	nature.Search	for	identity	and	self-discovery:	The	book's
protagonist	embarks	on	a	journey	to	find	a	sheep	with	a	special	mark,	symbolizing	his	inner	quest	for	self	and	his	place	in	the	world.Mysticism	and	reality:	The	book	combines	elements	of	mysticism	and	reality,	creating	an	atmosphere	of	mystery	and	uncertainty	where	the	boundaries	between	these	worlds	are	blurred.Loneliness	and	alienation:	The	characters	in	the	book	often	experience	feelings	of	loneliness	and	alienation,	highlighting	their	internal	conflicts	and	desire	for	understanding	and	connection.The	influence	of	the	past	on	the	present:	The	story
shows	how	the	past	affects	the	present,	forcing	the	characters	to	confront	events	and	decisions	they	made	earlier.Symbolism	and	metaphors:	Murakami	uses	numerous	symbols	and	metaphors,	such	as	the	sheep,	to	convey	deep	philosophical	and	existential	ideas.Haruki	Murakami's	novel	«A	Wild	Sheep	Chase»,	published	in	1982,	is	a	significant	milestone	in	Japanese	literature	and	world	culture.	This	book,	the	third	in	the	series	about	the	unnamed	narrator,	combines	elements	of	detective	fiction,	mysticism,	and	philosophy,	which	became	Murakami's	signature
style.	The	novel	explores	themes	of	loneliness,	the	search	for	identity,	and	the	absurdity	of	modern	society,	resonating	with	readers	worldwide.	«A	Wild	Sheep	Chase»	also	played	a	key	role	in	popularizing	Japanese	literature	beyond	Japan,	contributing	to	the	growing	interest	in	Murakami's	works	and	those	of	other	Japanese	authors.Unnamed	narrator	-	the	main	character,	who	works	at	an	advertising	agency.	He	is	experiencing	a	midlife	crisis	and	feels	disconnected	from	the	world	around	him.	His	life	changes	when	he	is	tasked	with	finding	a	sheep	with	a
special	mark.The	girl	with	beautiful	ears	-	the	narrator's	love	interest,	who	has	extraordinarily	beautiful	ears.	She	assists	him	in	the	search	for	the	sheep	and	becomes	an	important	part	of	his	life.The	Sheep	Man	-	a	mystical	character	who	appears	in	the	narrator's	visions.	He	plays	a	key	role	in	unraveling	the	mystery	of	the	sheep	and	helps	the	protagonist	understand	himself.The	narrator's	friend	-	a	former	business	partner	who	disappears	at	the	beginning	of	the	book.	His	disappearance	becomes	a	catalyst	for	the	events	that	unfold	in	the	plot.The	Boss	-	a
powerful	man	who	hires	the	narrator	to	find	the	sheep.	He	represents	a	force	that	manipulates	others	to	achieve	his	goals.Haruki	Murakami's	novel	«A	Wild	Sheep	Chase»	is	distinguished	by	its	unique	style,	combining	elements	of	magical	realism	and	detective	fiction.	The	language	of	the	work	is	simple	and	concise,	allowing	readers	to	easily	immerse	themselves	in	the	book's	atmosphere.	Murakami	employs	numerous	metaphors	and	symbols,	creating	multilayered	images	and	deep	meanings.	One	of	the	key	literary	techniques	is	intertextuality,	with	references
to	pop	culture	and	literary	works.	The	narrative	structure	is	nonlinear,	with	frequent	flashbacks	and	shifts	in	perspective,	enhancing	the	sense	of	mystery	and	uncertainty.	The	author	masterfully	conveys	the	internal	experiences	and	thoughts	of	the	characters,	creating	psychologically	rich	portrayals.The	book	is	part	of	the	«Rat	Trilogy»,	which	also	includes	the	novels	«Hear	the	Wind	Sing»	and	«Pinball,	1973».The	main	character	of	the	book	remains	unnamed	throughout	the	narrative.The	plot	revolves	around	a	mystical	sheep	with	a	special	mark	on	its	back,
possessing	supernatural	abilities.The	book	features	a	character	called	the	Sheep	Man,	who	lives	in	an	abandoned	hotel	and	plays	an	important	role	in	the	plot's	development.The	novel	explores	themes	of	loneliness,	loss,	and	the	search	for	meaning	in	life,	characteristic	of	many	of	Murakami's	works.The	book	combines	elements	of	detective	fiction,	mysticism,	and	philosophical	reflection,	creating	a	unique	atmosphere.Haruki	Murakami's	«A	Wild	Sheep	Chase»	is	a	work	that	combines	elements	of	detective	fiction,	mysticism,	and	philosophy.	Critics	note	that	the
novel	stands	out	for	its	unusual	atmosphere	and	deep	symbolic	meanings.	The	main	character,	an	unnamed	narrator,	embarks	on	a	quest	for	a	mysterious	sheep,	which	becomes	a	metaphor	for	the	search	for	life's	meaning	and	personal	identity.	Murakami	masterfully	creates	a	world	where	reality	and	fantasy	intertwine,	prompting	readers	to	ponder	the	nature	of	existence.	Critics	also	highlight	the	author's	unique	style,	his	ability	to	create	vivid	images	and	an	atmosphere	that	is	both	captivating	and	unsettling.	«A	Wild	Sheep	Chase»	is	not	just	a	detective	story
but	a	profound	philosophical	reflection	that	leaves	readers	with	many	questions	and	impressions.———Original	title:	jp.	羊をめぐる冒険	·	1982Genre:	Contemporary	FictionThis	material	is	prepared	for	educational	purposes	and	is	not	a	reproduction	of	the	original	text.	We	do	not	use	protected	elements	of	the	work	(text,	structure,	unique	scenes).	Hear	the	Wind	Sing	is	the	first	novel	by	Haruki	Mu…	The	novel	combines	mystery,	magical	realism,	and	postmodernism,	exploring	themes	of	identity	and	the	enigmatic	nature	of	existence.	Haruki	Murakami	blends
American	and	English	literature	with	Japanese	contexts,	creating	a	unique	narrative	regarded	as	a	parody	or	renewal	of	Yukio	Mishima’s	“Natsuko’s	Adventure.“	In	“A	Wild	Sheep	Chase,”	an	unnamed	narrator,	a	chain-smoking	advertising	executive	in	Tokyo,	is	drawn	into	a	surreal	and	mysterious	quest.	When	he	publishes	a	photo	sent	by	his	long-lost	friend	Rat	featuring	a	sheep	with	a	star-shaped	birthmark,	he	attracts	the	attention	of	an	influential	figure	known	as	“The	Boss.”		In	the	story’s	introduction,	the	unnamed	protagonist,	who	also	serves	as	the
narrator,	receives	a	cryptic	message	from	an	old	friend,	the	Rat.	The	Rat	asks	him	to	visit	their	old	hometown	to	meet	J,	the	proprietor	of	a	bar	they	used	to	frequent	and	the	Rat’s	former	love	interest.	The	protagonist	complies	but	finds	that	much	has	changed.	J’s	bar	has	moved	into	a	modern	apartment,	and	the	beach	they	once	visited	has	been	developed	into	a	complex	of	modern	apartments.	The	protagonist	of	“A	Wild	Sheep	Chase”	is	a	fascinating	character.	He	is	the	classic	Murakami	archetype	of	a	detached,	reflective,	and	disillusioned	individual.	He’s
nameless,	which	enhances	his	everyman	quality,	and	his	sense	of	aimlessness	reflects	the	modern	struggle	with	meaning,	identity,	and	alienation.	Meanwhile,	the	novel	weaves	the	story	of	the	Rat,	in	a	series	of	letters	sent	to	his	friend,	into	the	plot	regarding	the	sheep	chase.	Shortly	after,	in	the	story’s	rising	action,	a	mysterious	figure	representing	a	politically	and	economically	powerful	man	in	Japan	(the	Boss	in	the	novel)	visits	the	protagonist’s	office	with	an	unusual	request.	He	asks	them	to	pull	an	ad	they	recently	published	in	the	paper.	The	ad	included	a
picture	of	sheep	in	a	pasture,	with	one	peculiar	sheep	featuring	a	star-shaped	birthmark.	The	visitor,	identifying	himself	as	the	Boss’s	assistant,	also	demands	that	the	protagonist	dissolve	his	ad	agency	and	take	on	a	mission	to	find	this	sheep.	The	Boss,	a	highly	influential	figure,	is	gravely	ill,	and	the	assistant	believes	that	the	sheep	in	the	photograph	is	connected	to	the	Boss’s	condition.	The	assistant	gives	the	protagonist	one	month	to	locate	the	sheep,	promising	a	large	sum	of	money	if	he	succeeds	and	dire	consequences	if	he	fails.	After	some	hesitation,	the
protagonist	accepts	the	challenge.	He	hands	his	cat,	which	had	been	unnamed	until	then,	to	the	Boss’s	chauffeur,	who	names	it	“Kipper.”	During	the	car	ride,	the	chauffeur	shares	his	belief	that	the	Boss	is	an	intermediary	to	God,	suggesting	that	the	Boss	has	divine	insight	and	answers	prayers.	His	acceptance	of	the	commission	and	commencement	of	the	mission	marks	the	novel’s	turning	point.	The	protagonist	teams	up	with	his	girlfriend	for	the	mission.	She	is	introduced	as	an	unremarkable	woman	except	for	her	uniquely	beautiful	ears,	which	seem	to
possess	mystical	powers.	The	two	follow	their	few	leads	and	travel	to	Sapporo,	Hokkaido.	Guided	by	the	girlfriend’s	supernatural	sense,	they	check	into	the	run-down	Dolphin	Hotel,	a	place	that	gives	the	protagonist	misgivings.	During	a	conversation	with	the	hotel	manager,	the	protagonist	learns	that	the	manager’s	reclusive	father,	who	lived	at	the	hotel,	had	previously	encountered	the	mysterious	sheep.	The	naming	of	the	Dolphin	Hotel	is	very	ironic.	We	learn	that	the	owner’s	inspiration	is	Moby	Dick.	However,	in	that	novel,	the	main	character	is	involved
with	a	whale,	not	a	dolphin.	The	old	man	initially	refuses	to	meet	them,	but	after	hearing	about	the	sheep,	he	agrees	to	talk.	He	recounts	his	encounter	with	the	sheep	in	Manchuria	and	reveals	that	it	abandoned	him,	leading	him	to	a	life	of	seclusion	at	the	Dolphin	Hotel.	The	old	man	also	hints	at	the	possible	whereabouts	of	the	Rat—an	isolated	sheep	farm	high	in	the	mountains,	closed	off	during	the	winter.	The	protagonist	and	his	girlfriend	set	out	for	the	sheep	farm,	aided	by	a	man	who	knew	the	Rat.	This	man	drives	them	up	to	the	mountains	but	warns	them
to	return	before	a	particular	time	to	avoid	being	snowed	in	for	the	winter.	After	settling	in	at	the	house,	the	protagonist’s	girlfriend	suddenly	leaves	the	next	day	without	explanation.	Torn	between	following	her	and	completing	his	mission,	the	protagonist	chooses	to	stay.	Over	the	next	few	days,	he	spends	his	time	cooking,	eating,	reading,	and	jogging	along	the	trails	around	the	farm.	On	one	of	his	runs,	he	encounters	a	strange	figure	known	as	the	Sheep	Man—a	small	individual	dressed	in	a	sheep	costume	with	hoofed	feet.	The	Sheep	Man	shares	a	drink	with
him	and	assures	him	that	his	girlfriend	is	fine	but	refuses	to	reveal	the	Rat’s	location.	He	tells	him,	however,	that	the	Rat	will	see	him	soon.	The	protagonist,	however,	notices	that	the	Sheep	Man	exhibits	mannerisms	similar	to	the	Rat,	such	as	looking	at	his	hands.	Growing	frustrated,	the	protagonist	becomes	increasingly	anxious,	fearing	the	winter	snow	will	trap	him.	He	gives	the	Sheep	Man	an	ultimatum:	either	the	Rat	shows	up,	or	he	leaves	the	house.	The	Sheep	Man	promises	that	the	Rat	will	visit	him	that	night.	The	Sheep	Man	is	a	very	confusing
character.	We	learn	that	he	has	the	Rat’s	mannerisms,	but	it	is	further	revealed	that	the	Rat	commits	suicide	and	is	buried	by	the	Sheep	Man.	I	don’t	know	what	to	make	of	him.	His	meeting	with	the	Rat	is	the	story’s	climax.	The	Rat	appears	to	him	in	a	dream-like	encounter	that	night.	Over	beers,	they	exchange	pleasantries,	and	Rat	explains	that	the	house	once	belonged	to	his	father,	who	had	bought	it	from	the	U.S.	government	after	it	failed	to	become	a	radar	station.	The	Rat’s	father	turned	it	into	a	sheep	farm,	and	the	Rat	used	to	visit	during	holidays.	The
Rat	reveals	that	he	became	possessed	by	the	sheep	after	a	chance	encounter	with	the	Sheep	Professor	at	the	Dolphin	Hotel.	He	learns	about	the	sheep	from	the	old	man	and	is	possessed	after	that.	The	Rat	explains	that	the	sheep	is	an	evil	force	that	takes	control	of	its	hosts,	manipulating	their	desires	for	its	purposes	while	granting	them	power	in	return.	However,	the	sheep	eventually	leaves	its	hosts,	reducing	them	to	empty	shells.	Recognizing	the	sheep’s	evil	nature,	the	Rat	took	his	own	life	to	prevent	it	from	moving	on	to	another	person.	The	Sheep	Man,	it
turns	out,	buried	the	Rat	after	his	suicide.	The	story’s	falling	action	starts	after	he	completes	his	mission.	The	protagonist	fears	getting	trapped	by	the	snow	and	hastily	leaves	the	sheep	farm.	Outside,	he	encounters	the	Boss’s	assistant,	who	informs	him	that	the	Boss	has	died	and	the	company	has	been	dissolved.	The	assistant	pays	him	the	agreed-upon	fee	for	his	having	found	the	Sheep.	As	he	starts	back	down	the	mountain,	the	Boss’	assistant	heads	in	to	see	the	Sheep.	Overall,	it’s	a	nice	enough	read.	It	has	slow	pacing,	a	light	plot,	and	exciting	use	of
language.	However,	“A	Wild	Sheep	Chase”	does	not	say	much;	it	takes	time	to	get	there.	In	the	novel’s	resolution,	the	protagonist	returns	home,	investing	the	money	he	earned	in	J’s	bar.	In	exchange,	J	welcomes	him	and	the	Rat	whenever	they	need	to	take	refuge	with	him.	Haruki	Murakami’s	“A	Wild	Sheep	Chase”	is	a	masterpiece	that	takes	readers	on	an	enigmatic	journey	through	the	Japanese	countryside.	The	novel	follows	the	protagonist,	a	nameless	narrator,	as	he	searches	for	a	mysterious	sheep	with	a	star	on	its	back.	Along	the	way,	he	encounters	a
cast	of	eccentric	characters	and	confronts	the	complexities	of	identity,	power,	and	the	human	condition.	This	article	provides	a	summary	of	Murakami’s	novel,	exploring	its	themes,	motifs,	and	literary	techniques.	Haruki	Murakami’s	“A	Wild	Sheep	Chase”	is	a	masterpiece	that	takes	readers	on	an	enigmatic	journey	through	the	mind	of	the	protagonist.	The	story	follows	an	unnamed	narrator	who	is	tasked	with	finding	a	rare	sheep	with	a	star-shaped	birthmark	on	its	back.	As	he	embarks	on	this	quest,	he	encounters	a	cast	of	eccentric	characters	and	delves	into
the	mysteries	of	his	own	past.	The	novel	is	a	blend	of	magical	realism,	mystery,	and	philosophical	musings.	Murakami’s	writing	style	is	both	poetic	and	straightforward,	creating	a	dreamlike	atmosphere	that	draws	readers	in.	The	protagonist’s	journey	is	not	just	a	physical	one,	but	a	psychological	one	as	well.	He	grapples	with	questions	of	identity,	purpose,	and	the	nature	of	reality.	One	of	the	most	intriguing	aspects	of	the	novel	is	the	presence	of	the	Sheep	Man,	a	mysterious	figure	who	appears	throughout	the	story.	The	Sheep	Man	is	a	symbol	of	the	unknown
and	the	inexplicable,	and	his	presence	adds	to	the	surreal	atmosphere	of	the	novel.	Overall,	“A	Wild	Sheep	Chase”	is	a	thought-provoking	and	captivating	read.	Murakami’s	masterful	storytelling	and	unique	blend	of	genres	make	for	a	truly	unforgettable	journey.	The	plot	of	Haruki	Murakami’s	“A	Wild	Sheep	Chase”	follows	an	unnamed	narrator	who	is	tasked	with	finding	a	mysterious	sheep	with	a	star-shaped	birthmark	on	its	back.	The	narrator’s	journey	takes	him	from	Tokyo	to	the	countryside,	where	he	encounters	a	cast	of	eccentric	characters,	including	a
wealthy	businessman,	a	psychic,	and	a	mysterious	woman.	As	the	narrator	delves	deeper	into	the	mystery	of	the	sheep,	he	begins	to	uncover	a	dark	and	sinister	conspiracy	that	threatens	to	upend	his	entire	world.	Along	the	way,	he	must	confront	his	own	fears	and	insecurities,	and	ultimately	come	to	terms	with	the	enigmatic	nature	of	existence	itself.	With	its	blend	of	surrealism,	humor,	and	philosophical	musings,	“A	Wild	Sheep	Chase”	is	a	masterpiece	of	modern	literature	that	continues	to	captivate	readers	around	the	world.	The	protagonist	of	Haruki
Murakami’s	“A	Wild	Sheep	Chase”	is	a	nameless	narrator	who	leads	a	mundane	life	as	a	freelance	writer	and	editor.	He	is	an	ordinary	man	with	no	remarkable	qualities,	but	his	life	takes	a	dramatic	turn	when	he	receives	a	photograph	of	a	sheep	with	a	star-shaped	birthmark	on	its	back.	This	photograph	sets	him	on	a	journey	to	find	the	sheep,	which	leads	him	to	encounter	a	cast	of	eccentric	characters	and	surreal	situations.	As	the	protagonist	delves	deeper	into	the	mystery	of	the	sheep,	he	begins	to	question	his	own	identity	and	purpose	in	life.	Murakami’s
protagonist	is	relatable	and	flawed,	making	his	journey	all	the	more	compelling.	The	antagonist	in	Haruki	Murakami’s	“The	Enigmatic	Journey	of	a	Wild	Sheep”	is	a	mysterious	figure	known	only	as	“The	Boss.”	He	is	the	leader	of	a	shadowy	organization	that	is	responsible	for	the	disappearance	of	the	protagonist’s	friend,	the	Sheep	Man.	The	Boss	is	a	cold	and	calculating	figure	who	seems	to	have	no	empathy	for	others.	He	is	willing	to	do	whatever	it	takes	to	achieve	his	goals,	even	if	it	means	sacrificing	innocent	lives.	Despite	his	villainous	nature,	The	Boss	is
also	a	complex	character	who	is	driven	by	his	own	motivations	and	desires.	As	the	story	unfolds,	the	reader	is	left	wondering	what	his	ultimate	goal	is	and	whether	he	will	succeed	in	achieving	it.	The	supporting	characters	in	Haruki	Murakami’s	“A	Wild	Sheep	Chase”	play	a	crucial	role	in	the	development	of	the	protagonist’s	journey.	From	the	enigmatic	Rat	to	the	mysterious	Sheep	Man,	each	character	adds	a	layer	of	complexity	to	the	story.	The	Rat,	a	former	classmate	of	the	protagonist,	serves	as	a	guide	and	confidant	throughout	the	novel.	His	philosophical
musings	and	unconventional	lifestyle	provide	a	stark	contrast	to	the	protagonist’s	mundane	existence.	The	Sheep	Man,	on	the	other	hand,	is	a	surreal	and	otherworldly	figure	who	represents	the	unknown	and	the	unexplainable.	His	presence	in	the	story	adds	an	element	of	mystery	and	intrigue	that	keeps	the	reader	engaged.	Overall,	the	supporting	characters	in	“A	Wild	Sheep	Chase”	are	just	as	important	as	the	protagonist	himself,	and	their	unique	personalities	and	perspectives	make	the	novel	a	truly	unforgettable	experience.	The	symbolism	in	Haruki
Murakami’s	“A	Wild	Sheep	Chase”	is	both	intricate	and	profound.	The	sheep	itself	is	a	symbol	of	something	greater,	representing	the	search	for	identity	and	purpose.	The	protagonist’s	journey	to	find	the	sheep	is	a	metaphor	for	the	search	for	meaning	in	life.	The	sheep’s	ability	to	communicate	with	the	protagonist	through	dreams	and	visions	is	a	symbol	of	the	power	of	the	subconscious	mind.	The	mysterious	and	enigmatic	character	of	the	Sheep	Man	is	a	symbol	of	the	unknown	and	the	inexplicable.	Murakami’s	use	of	symbolism	adds	depth	and	complexity	to
the	novel,	inviting	readers	to	explore	the	deeper	meanings	and	themes	of	the	story.	The	themes	explored	in	Haruki	Murakami’s	“The	Enigmatic	Journey	of	a	Wild	Sheep”	are	complex	and	multifaceted.	One	of	the	central	themes	is	the	search	for	identity	and	purpose.	The	protagonist,	a	wild	sheep,	embarks	on	a	journey	to	find	his	place	in	the	world	and	understand	his	true	nature.	Along	the	way,	he	encounters	a	cast	of	characters	who	challenge	his	beliefs	and	force	him	to	confront	his	deepest	fears	and	desires.	Another	important	theme	is	the	nature	of	reality
and	perception.	Murakami	explores	the	idea	that	reality	is	subjective	and	that	our	perceptions	shape	our	understanding	of	the	world	around	us.	The	novel	also	touches	on	themes	of	love,	loss,	and	the	human	condition,	making	it	a	rich	and	thought-provoking	read.	Haruki	Murakami’s	writing	style	is	often	described	as	enigmatic	and	surreal.	He	blends	elements	of	magical	realism	with	a	straightforward	narrative,	creating	a	unique	reading	experience	that	is	both	captivating	and	thought-provoking.	In	“The	Enigmatic	Journey	of	a	Wild	Sheep,”	Murakami’s	writing
style	is	on	full	display	as	he	takes	readers	on	a	journey	through	the	mind	of	a	sheep	and	the	people	who	encounter	it.	His	use	of	vivid	imagery	and	symbolism	adds	depth	to	the	story,	allowing	readers	to	interpret	the	meaning	behind	the	events	in	their	own	way.	Murakami’s	writing	style	is	a	key	element	in	making	“The	Enigmatic	Journey	of	a	Wild	Sheep”	a	masterpiece	of	modern	literature.	The	setting	of	Haruki	Murakami’s	“A	Wild	Sheep	Chase”	is	a	blend	of	reality	and	fantasy.	The	story	takes	place	in	Tokyo,	Japan,	during	the	1970s.	The	protagonist,	who
remains	unnamed	throughout	the	novel,	is	a	young	advertising	executive	who	lives	in	a	small	apartment	with	his	girlfriend.	The	city	is	described	as	bustling	and	chaotic,	with	neon	lights	and	crowded	streets.	However,	as	the	protagonist	embarks	on	his	journey	to	find	a	mysterious	sheep,	the	setting	becomes	more	surreal.	He	travels	to	remote	villages	and	encounters	strange	characters,	including	a	man	with	a	supernatural	ability	to	control	people’s	minds.	The	setting	of	“A	Wild	Sheep	Chase”	is	an	integral	part	of	the	story,	as	it	reflects	the	protagonist’s	journey
from	the	mundane	to	the	extraordinary.	The	Enigmatic	Journey	of	a	Wild	Sheep	is	a	novel	that	defies	easy	categorization.	It	blends	elements	of	magical	realism,	surrealism,	and	mystery	to	create	a	unique	reading	experience.	At	its	core,	the	novel	is	a	quest	narrative,	following	the	protagonist’s	search	for	a	missing	friend	and	the	truth	behind	his	disappearance.	However,	the	journey	is	far	from	straightforward,	as	the	protagonist	encounters	a	cast	of	eccentric	characters	and	navigates	a	dreamlike	landscape	that	blurs	the	line	between	reality	and	fantasy.
Murakami’s	writing	style	is	both	poetic	and	precise,	creating	a	vivid	and	immersive	world	that	draws	the	reader	in.	The	novel’s	genre-bending	nature	makes	it	difficult	to	compare	to	other	works,	but	it	is	sure	to	appeal	to	fans	of	Murakami’s	other	works	and	readers	who	enjoy	unconventional	storytelling.	The	reception	of	Haruki	Murakami’s	“A	Wild	Sheep	Chase”	was	mixed	upon	its	initial	release	in	Japan	in	1982.	Some	critics	praised	the	novel’s	surreal	and	mysterious	elements,	while	others	found	it	confusing	and	disjointed.	However,	as	Murakami’s
popularity	grew	both	in	Japan	and	internationally,	“A	Wild	Sheep	Chase”	became	recognized	as	a	masterpiece	of	contemporary	literature.	Its	blend	of	magical	realism,	detective	fiction,	and	philosophical	musings	has	captivated	readers	for	decades.	The	novel’s	reception	has	only	continued	to	grow,	with	many	considering	it	a	must-read	for	fans	of	Murakami’s	work	and	for	those	interested	in	exploring	the	complexities	of	the	human	experience.	The	inspiration	behind	Haruki	Murakami’s	masterpiece,	“The	Enigmatic	Journey	of	a	Wild	Sheep,”	is	as	enigmatic	as
the	novel	itself.	Murakami	has	always	been	known	for	his	unique	writing	style	and	his	ability	to	blend	reality	with	fantasy	seamlessly.	In	an	interview,	Murakami	revealed	that	the	idea	for	the	novel	came	to	him	while	he	was	on	a	trip	to	Hokkaido,	Japan.	He	saw	a	group	of	wild	sheep	grazing	in	a	field	and	was	struck	by	their	beauty	and	their	freedom.	This	image	stayed	with	him,	and	he	began	to	imagine	what	it	would	be	like	to	be	a	wild	sheep,	free	to	roam	wherever	one	pleased.	This	idea	eventually	evolved	into	the	novel	we	know	today.	Murakami’s	ability	to
take	a	simple	image	and	turn	it	into	a	complex	and	thought-provoking	story	is	what	makes	him	one	of	the	greatest	writers	of	our	time.	The	motifs	in	Haruki	Murakami’s	“A	Wild	Sheep	Chase”	are	as	enigmatic	as	the	journey	itself.	One	of	the	most	prominent	motifs	is	the	sheep,	which	serves	as	a	symbol	of	power	and	mystery.	The	protagonist’s	search	for	the	sheep	becomes	a	quest	for	understanding	the	unknown	and	the	supernatural.	Another	motif	is	the	presence	of	music,	which	is	used	to	create	a	dreamlike	atmosphere	and	to	convey	the	emotions	of	the
characters.	The	use	of	dreams	and	surrealism	is	also	a	recurring	motif,	blurring	the	lines	between	reality	and	fantasy.	Overall,	the	motifs	in	“A	Wild	Sheep	Chase”	add	to	the	mysterious	and	captivating	nature	of	the	novel.	In	Haruki	Murakami’s	“A	Wild	Sheep	Chase,”	the	foreshadowing	is	a	crucial	element	that	adds	depth	and	complexity	to	the	story.	From	the	very	beginning,	the	protagonist’s	encounter	with	a	strange	man	who	shows	him	a	photograph	of	a	sheep	with	a	star	on	its	back	sets	the	tone	for	the	rest	of	the	novel.	This	seemingly	insignificant	moment
foreshadows	the	protagonist’s	journey	to	find	the	sheep	and	the	mysterious	forces	that	are	at	play.	As	the	story	progresses,	more	foreshadowing	is	revealed	through	dreams,	visions,	and	encounters	with	other	characters.	These	hints	and	clues	keep	the	reader	engaged	and	guessing	until	the	very	end,	where	all	the	pieces	finally	come	together.	The	foreshadowing	in	“A	Wild	Sheep	Chase”	is	a	testament	to	Murakami’s	masterful	storytelling	and	his	ability	to	create	a	world	that	is	both	enigmatic	and	captivating.	The	irony	of	Haruki	Murakami’s	masterpiece,	“The
Enigmatic	Journey	of	a	Wild	Sheep,”	lies	in	the	fact	that	the	protagonist,	a	wild	sheep,	is	on	a	journey	to	find	his	true	identity	and	purpose	in	life.	However,	as	the	story	progresses,	it	becomes	clear	that	the	sheep’s	journey	is	not	just	about	finding	himself,	but	also	about	the	human	characters	he	encounters	along	the	way.	The	sheep’s	interactions	with	these	characters	reveal	their	own	struggles	with	identity	and	purpose,	highlighting	the	universal	nature	of	the	search	for	meaning	in	life.	The	irony	is	that	a	wild	sheep,	a	creature	often	seen	as	simple	and
unthinking,	is	able	to	bring	such	profound	insights	to	the	human	characters	he	encounters.	The	conflict	in	Haruki	Murakami’s	“A	Wild	Sheep	Chase”	is	multi-layered	and	complex.	At	its	core,	it	is	a	battle	between	the	protagonist,	an	unnamed	narrator,	and	the	mysterious	Sheep	Man.	The	Sheep	Man	is	a	supernatural	being	who	appears	to	the	narrator	in	a	dream	and	sets	him	on	a	quest	to	find	a	rare	sheep	with	a	star-shaped	birthmark	on	its	back.	As	the	narrator	embarks	on	his	journey,	he	encounters	a	variety	of	obstacles	and	challenges.	He	must	navigate	the
complex	social	and	political	landscape	of	modern-day	Japan,	confront	his	own	personal	demons,	and	grapple	with	the	enigmatic	nature	of	the	Sheep	Man	and	his	mission.	Along	the	way,	he	is	aided	by	a	cast	of	eccentric	characters,	including	a	beautiful	woman	named	Kiki	and	a	wise	old	man	known	as	the	Rat.	As	the	narrator	gets	closer	to	his	goal,	the	conflict	intensifies.	He	must	confront	the	Sheep	Man	directly	and	face	the	consequences	of	his	actions.	Ultimately,	the	conflict	is	resolved	in	a	surprising	and	unexpected	way,	leaving	the	narrator	forever	changed
by	his	journey.	Overall,	the	conflict	in	“A	Wild	Sheep	Chase”	is	a	powerful	and	thought-provoking	exploration	of	the	human	condition.	It	raises	important	questions	about	identity,	purpose,	and	the	nature	of	reality,	and	challenges	readers	to	think	deeply	about	their	own	lives	and	experiences.	In	the	resolution	of	Haruki	Murakami’s	masterpiece,	“The	Enigmatic	Journey	of	a	Wild	Sheep,”	the	protagonist,	Aomame,	finally	confronts	the	mysterious	leader	of	the	religious	cult	she	has	been	investigating.	With	the	help	of	her	lover,	Tengo,	Aomame	is	able	to	infiltrate
the	cult’s	compound	and	confront	the	leader,	who	turns	out	to	be	a	supernatural	being	with	the	power	to	manipulate	reality.	In	a	tense	showdown,	Aomame	and	the	leader	engage	in	a	battle	of	wills,	with	Aomame	ultimately	emerging	victorious.	The	novel	ends	with	Aomame	and	Tengo	reunited	and	contemplating	their	future	together,	while	the	fate	of	the	cult	and	its	leader	remains	uncertain.	Murakami’s	masterful	storytelling	and	vivid	imagery	make	for	a	satisfying	and	thought-provoking	conclusion	to	this	unforgettable	journey.	One	of	the	most	striking
aspects	of	Haruki	Murakami’s	“The	Enigmatic	Journey	of	a	Wild	Sheep”	is	the	author’s	masterful	use	of	literary	devices.	Throughout	the	novel,	Murakami	employs	a	variety	of	techniques	to	create	a	sense	of	mystery	and	intrigue,	drawing	readers	deeper	into	the	story	with	each	passing	page.	From	the	use	of	symbolism	and	metaphor	to	the	careful	construction	of	plot	and	character,	“The	Enigmatic	Journey	of	a	Wild	Sheep”	is	a	true	masterpiece	of	literary	craftsmanship.	Whether	you	are	a	seasoned	reader	or	a	newcomer	to	Murakami’s	work,	this	novel	is	sure
to	captivate	and	inspire	you	with	its	rich	tapestry	of	language	and	imagery.	So	why	not	take	a	journey	into	the	world	of	“The	Enigmatic	Journey	of	a	Wild	Sheep”	today,	and	discover	for	yourself	the	many	wonders	that	await	within	its	pages?.	The	significance	of	Haruki	Murakami’s	masterpiece,	“The	Enigmatic	Journey	of	a	Wild	Sheep,”	lies	in	its	ability	to	explore	the	complexities	of	human	nature	through	the	lens	of	a	seemingly	simple	story.	The	novel	delves	into	themes	of	identity,	purpose,	and	the	search	for	meaning	in	life,	all	while	following	the	journey	of	a
wild	sheep	as	it	navigates	the	world	around	it.	Murakami’s	writing	style	is	both	poetic	and	introspective,	inviting	readers	to	reflect	on	their	own	experiences	and	perspectives.	Through	the	character	of	the	wild	sheep,	Murakami	challenges	readers	to	question	their	own	beliefs	and	assumptions	about	the	world,	and	to	consider	the	possibility	of	finding	meaning	in	unexpected	places.	Overall,	“The	Enigmatic	Journey	of	a	Wild	Sheep”	is	a	thought-provoking	and	deeply	moving	work	of	literature	that	offers	a	unique	perspective	on	the	human	experience.	Article
written	by	Emma	Baldwin	B.A.	in	English,	B.F.A.	in	Fine	Art,	and	B.A.	in	Art	Histories	from	East	Carolina	University.	Set	in	Japan,	the	novel	explores	themes	of	identity,	isolation,	and	the	search	for	meaning	in	a	modern,	disconnected	world.	The	book	was	the	author’s	third,	published	on	October	13th,	1982.	It	is	set	firmly	in	the	genres	of	magical	realism	and	fantasy	fiction.	Key	Facts	about	A	Wild	Sheep	Chase	Title:	A	Wild	Sheep	Chase	Published:	1982	Literary	Period:	Postmodernism	Genre:	Novel	/	Magical	Realism	Point-of-View:	First-person	Setting:	Japan
Climax:	The	protagonist’s	encounter	with	the	Sheep	Man	and	the	revelation	of	the	sheep’s	significance.	Haruki	Murakami	and	A	Wild	Sheep	Chase	The	story	of	‘A	Wild	Sheep	Chase’	is	a	highly	significant	work	in	Haruki	Murakami’s	literary	career.	Known	for	his	unique	blend	of	magical	realism	and	existential	themes,	Murakami	explores	the	human	condition	and	the	complexities	of	modern	society	in	his	writing.	He	does	so	no	more	successfully	than	in	‘A	Wild	Sheep	Chase.’		Born	in	Japan	in	1949,	Murakami’s	experiences	living	through	the	cultural	and	social
shifts	in	post-war	Japan	greatly	influenced	his	storytelling.	His	works	often	feature	alienated	protagonists	who	embark	on	surreal	journeys,	questioning	their	identities	and	searching	for	meaning.	With	‘A	Wild	Sheep	Chase,’	Murakami	has	gained	international	recognition	for	his	distinctive	narrative	style	and	ability	to	blur	the	lines	between	reality	and	fantasy,	something	that	many	of	Haruki	Murakami’s	books	are	well-known	for.	Today,	most	readers	cite	it	as	one	of	their,	if	not	their	number	one,	favorite	novels	he’s	written	so	far.	Books	Related	to	A	Wild	Sheep
Chase	While	‘A	Wild	Sheep	Chase’	is	a	unique	work,	it	shares	thematic	elements	and	narrative	techniques	with	other	novels	in	Murakami’s	oeuvre.	Murakami’s	earlier	works,	such	as	‘Hard-Boiled	Wonderland	and	the	End	of	the	World’	and	‘Norwegian	Wood,’	delve	into	similar	themes	of	isolation	and	self-discovery.	His	later	novels,	including	‘Kafka	on	the	Shore’	and	‘1Q84,’	continue	to	explore	the	boundaries	of	reality	and	delve	into	the	human	psyche.	Murakami’s	writing	has	inspired	a	new	wave	of	contemporary	authors,	such	as	David	Mitchell	and	Yoko
Ogawa,	who	also	incorporate	magical	realism	and	philosophical	introspection	elements	in	their	works.	Readers	who	enjoyed	‘A	Wild	Sheep	Chase’	should	also	consider	reading	some	of	these	novels	by	other	authors:	‘The	Master	and	Margarita’	by	Mikhail	Bulgakov:	This	satirical	masterpiece	combines	elements	of	supernatural,	historical	fiction,	and	social	commentary.	Set	in	Soviet	Moscow,	the	novel	follows	the	devil’s	visit	and	his	interactions	with	various	characters.	It	delves	into	themes	of	power,	corruption,	and	personal	liberation,	similar	to	the
philosophical	exploration	in	‘A	Wild	Sheep	Chase.’	‘One	Hundred	Years	of	Solitude‘	by	Gabriel	Garcia	Marquez:	Marquez’s	renowned	novel	is	a	magical	realist	saga	that	spans	several	generations	of	the	Buendía	family	in	the	fictional	town	of	Macondo.	The	story	blends	reality	and	fantasy,	exploring	themes	of	love,	time,	and	the	cyclical	nature	of	life.	It	shares	the	dreamlike	quality	and	rich	symbolism	in	‘A	Wild	Sheep	Chase.’	‘The	Trial’	by	Franz	Kafka:	Kafka’s	classic	novel	follows	the	protagonist,	Josef	K.,	as	he	navigates	an	absurd	and	nightmarish	legal	system
that	is	beyond	his	comprehension.	The	story	explores	themes	of	bureaucracy,	alienation,	and	the	quest	for	meaning	in	an	indifferent	world.	It	shares	the	sense	of	disorientation	and	existential	introspection	present	in	‘A	Wild	Sheep	Chase.’	‘The	Shadow	of	the	Wind’	by	Carlos	Ruiz	Zafón:	Set	in	post-war	Barcelona,	this	captivating	novel	follows	a	young	boy	who	discovers	a	mysterious	book	and	becomes	entangled	in	a	web	of	secrets,	love,	and	tragedy.	It	combines	elements	of	mystery,	historical	fiction,	and	magical	realism,	creating	an	atmospheric	tale	with
echoes	of	the	enigmatic	and	quest-like	nature	of	‘A	Wild	Sheep	Chase.’	The	Lasting	Impact	of	A	Wild	Sheep	Chase	‘A	Wild	Sheep	Chase’	has	left	a	lasting	impact	on	readers	and	the	literary	world.	Murakami’s	unique	storytelling	style	and	his	ability	to	weave	together	the	ordinary	and	the	fantastical	have	garnered	a	dedicated	following.	The	novel’s	exploration	of	existential	themes	and	the	search	for	personal	identity	resonates	with	readers	across	cultures	and	generations.	Murakami’s	works,	including	‘A	Wild	Sheep	Chase,’	continue	to	be	celebrated	for	their
evocative	imagery,	atmospheric	storytelling,	and	thought-provoking	examinations	of	the	human	experience.	As	readers	navigate	an	increasingly	disconnected	and	complex	world,	Murakami’s	novels	serve	as	a	reminder	to	question	reality,	embrace	the	mysterious,	and	find	meaning	in	the	journey	of	self-discovery.	What	does	a	book	expert	think:	Get	a	comprehensive	overview	of	the	reception	and	review	of	A	Wild	Sheep	Chase.	Setting	the	scene	for	A	Wild	Sheep	Chase:	Understand	the	time	and	place	that	inspired	its	creation	and	relevance.	The	words	that
resonate:	Find	memorable	quotes	from	A	Wild	Sheep	Chase	that	capture	its	essence	of	the	book.	Get	to	know	the	characters:	Understand	the	characters	in	A	Wild	Sheep	Chase.	Unlock	the	hidden	meanings:	Dive	deeper	into	the	central	themes	and	symbolism,	and	analysis	of	A	Wild	Sheep	Chase.	A	Wild	Sheep	Chase	in	a	nutshell:	A	quick	overview	of	the	essential	plot	points,	characters,	and	ideas.	Free	guides,	samples,	essay	examples	and	unbiased	reviews	of	educational	services	to	save	time	and	achieve	5x	learning	efficiency	Plagiarism	Checkers	16	best
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Top	Universities	Textero	AI	Review	2025	-	Best	AI	Essay	Writer	This	AI-powered	platform	is	simple	to	use	and	it	lets	you	optimize	your	work	time	thanks	to	its	quick	text	creation	process.	With	its	help,	you	can	easily	organize	your	paper	according	to	all	formatting	standards,	boost	your	reading	time	(thanks	to	the	text	summarizer),	and	improve	the	quality	of	your	writing	in	general.	Executive	Summary	vs	Introduction	The	first	thing	you	should	take	from	this	guide	is	that	the	key	difference	between	an	executive	summary	vs	introduction	is	that	the	first	one
comprises	information	from	a	professional	document	including	just	the	key	points.	The	second	–	is	just	the	beginning	paragraph	of	any	type	of	writing.	Welcome	to	AcademicHelp	Learning	Hub!	Our	aim	is	to	become	your	personal	24/7	Inspiration	and	Ideas	Delivery	Service.	We	are	on	a	mission	to	provide	you	with	the	tools	to	get	the	job	done	when	you	have	a	lot	going	on.	Save	time	and	enhance	your	academic	performance	with	our	free	tools	for	checking	for	plagiarism	or	AI	content,	generating	citations	or	drafting	outlines	with	our	essay	writing	service.	AI
detection?	We	have	got	you	covered.	Paraphrasing	tool?	We’ll	handle	that	for	you.	Grammar	checker,	summarizer?	Say	no	more.	We’re	your	one-stop	solution	for	all	your	homework	and	research	needs.	Save	time	and	boost	your	learning	efficiency	with	AcademicHelp	Learning	Hub.	Read	more	Share	—	copy	and	redistribute	the	material	in	any	medium	or	format	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	Adapt	—	remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	The	licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the
license	terms.	Attribution	—	You	must	give	appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the	license,	and	indicate	if	changes	were	made	.	You	may	do	so	in	any	reasonable	manner,	but	not	in	any	way	that	suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	—	If	you	remix,	transform,	or	build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the	same	license	as	the	original.	No	additional	restrictions	—	You	may	not	apply	legal	terms	or	technological	measures	that	legally	restrict	others	from	doing	anything	the	license	permits.	You	do	not	have	to
comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain	or	where	your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable	exception	or	limitation	.	No	warranties	are	given.	The	license	may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions	necessary	for	your	intended	use.	For	example,	other	rights	such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.	By	Bhalachandra	Sahaj	JOIN	OUR	LEARNING	HUB		AI	Essay	Writer		AI	Detector		Plagchecker		Paraphraser	Summarizer		Citation	Generator	One	of	the	most	inspiring	books	for	me	is	“A	Wild	Sheep
Chase,”	written	by	Japanese	author	Haruki	Murakami.	It	is	inspiring	in	many	ways,	starting	from	the	story,	characters,	and	ending	up	with	the	descriptions	and	the	atmosphere	of	the	book	as	a	whole;	to	me,	this	is	an	absolutely	unique	book.	The	book	is	written	on	behalf	of	the	main	protagonist	(by	the	way,	there	are	no	names	in	“A	Wild	Sheep	Chase,”	only	nicknames),	who	is	approaching	his	30s.	His	wife	had	an	affair	and	left	him,	and	he	lives	a	rather	simple	life:	goes	to	work,	meets	random	women,	thinks	about	different	stuff.	He	works	in	a	small	advertising
agency;	at	his	work,	he	gets	acquainted	with	a	woman	that	has	a	mystic	power	to	draw	strange	events	to	herself.	Soon	after	starting	to	date	with	this	woman,	the	main	protagonist	is	contacted	by	a	secretary	of	a	powerful	media	empire;	this	secretary	wants	the	protagonist	to	find	a	sheep	whose	picture	the	protagonist	has	once	used	in	one	of	the	commercials.	The	sheep,	according	to	the	secretary,	is	some	kind	of	spirit	that	possesses	people,	and	grants	them	with	exceptional	organizational	powers;	at	the	same	time,	this	spirit	has	some	global	goal,	changing	its
hosts	like	gloves	to	fulfill	its	aims.	The	abandoned	host	either	goes	crazy	or	dies.	The	protagonist	being	in	such	a	condition	cannot	refuse	this	demand	and	has	to	go	searching	for	the	sheep.	In	his	search,	he	meets	and	loses	different	people,	learns	a	lot	about	himself,	sorts	through	his	thoughts	and	life	out.	Retelling	the	plot	makes	no	sense	to	those	who	haven’t	read	the	novel—it	will	probably	seem	absurd	and	meaningless	(although	it’s	based	on	an	ancient	Chinese	legend).	Much	more	reasonable	would	be	to	talk	about	the	sensations	evoked	by	this	book.	“A
Wild	Sheep	Chase”	is	a	melancholic	contemplation	that	brings	stillness	to	the	mind,	similar	to	meditating	on	a	Zen	koan.	The	scenes	Murakami	describes	slowly	interweave	with	the	main	protagonist’s	thoughts	and	memories	of	the	past;	the	letters	from	his	friend	(who	will	once	play	the	decisive	role	in	this	novel),	stories	told	by	random	people	whom	the	two	main	characters	meet	during	their	search	for	the	sheep,	the	author’s	descriptions—all	this	helps	to	plunge	deeper	into	the	atmosphere	of	the	constant	inner	search,	in	which	all	of	the	novel’s	characters
seem	to	be	dwelling	in.	This	book	is	one	of	my	favorite	novels	of	all	times.	Although	Haruki	Murakami	has	written	many	other	good	books,	“The	Trilogy	of	the	Rat,”	to	which	“A	Wild	Sheep	Chase”	belongs,	is	still	an	undisputed	acme	of	his	writing	career.	I	strongly	recommend	reading	this	book	to	all	those	who	seek	inspiration.	Opt	out	or	Contact	us	anytime.	See	our	Privacy	Notice	Follow	us	on	Reddit	for	more	insights	and	updates.	Table	of	Contents	What	is	A	Wild	Sheep	Chase	about?	This	novel	details	the	life	of	an	unnamed	protagonist	in	a	surreal	adventure.
His	life,	once	ordinary,	becomes	extraordinary	as	he	pursues	an	enigmatic	sheep	that	holds	secret	power.	Along	the	way,	he	encounters	eccentric	characters	and	reflects	on	the	meaning	of	life.	Book	Details	Title:	A	Wild	Sheep	Chase	Author:	Haruki	Murakami	Translator:	Alfred	Birnbaum	Pages:	353	Published:	October	13,	1982	Genres:	Fiction,	Magical	Realism,	Japanese	Literature	Synopsis	of	A	Wild	Sheep	ChaseA	Wild	Adventure	Unveiled	In	Haruki	Murakami’s	“A	Wild	Sheep	Chase,”	readers	are	thrust	into	a	surreal,	compelling	narrative.	The	story	unfolds
through	the	eyes	of	an	unnamed	protagonist,	reflecting	a	life	filled	with	aimlessness.	He	rides	a	“train	to	nowhere,”	leading	a	mundane	existence	until	a	chain	of	bizarre	events	changes	everything.	His	journey	starts	when	a	postcard	featuring	sheep	lands	on	his	desk.	This	postcard	is	the	catalyst	for	a	series	of	astonishing	events	that	challenge	his	beliefs	and	identity.	The	protagonist	is	a	recent	divorcee,	struggling	with	his	disjointed	life.	His	wife	has	left	him	for	a	friend,	causing	him	to	question	his	worth	and	what	went	wrong.	The	arrival	of	a	peculiar	postcard
forces	him	to	confront	his	past,	leading	him	to	long-lost	friend,	known	only	as	“The	Rat.”	The	Rat	sends	this	postcard,	revealing	a	shocking	connection	to	a	mysterious	sheep	with	unique	powers.	The	sheep	has	a	star-shaped	birthmark,	symbolizing	something	crucial	within	the	narrative.	When	a	shadowy	figure,	representing	“The	Boss,”	contacts	him,	he	learns	the	sheep	is	integral	to	his	life.	The	Boss,	a	dying	political	figure,	believes	that	locating	this	sheep	will	restore	his	power	or	possibly	grant	his	life	meaning.	Thus	begins	the	protagonist’s	journey,	one	that
is	both	physical	and	existential.	This	quest	takes	him	and	his	quirky	new	girlfriend,	who	possesses	enchanting	ears,	on	an	adventure	to	Hokkaido.	A	Cast	of	Eccentric	Characters	Murakami	paints	a	vivid	picture	of	his	characters,	all	of	whom	add	layers	to	the	protagonist’s	quest.	The	girlfriend	is	particularly	enchanting,	possessing	ears	that,	when	uncovered,	amplify	sexual	pleasure	immensely.	This	extraordinary	trait	intertwines	with	the	narrative,	reinforcing	themes	of	desire	and	connection.	There’s	a	right-wing	politician,	bizarrely	zealously	intent	on	holding
onto	his	influence,	who	adds	political	commentary	to	the	narrative.	The	eccentric	Sheep	Professor	also	appears,	an	academic	fixated	on	the	sheep’s	connection	to	human	existence	and	power	dynamics.	Each	character	represents	various	facets	of	society,	from	the	mundane	to	the	bizarre,	showcasing	a	mix	of	Japanese	culture	with	Western	influences.	The	introduction	of	a	manic-depressive	character	in	a	sheep	outfit	stirs	both	confusion	and	intrigue.	These	encounters	reveal	deeper	themes	of	identity,	loss,	and	the	search	for	meaning,	as	the	protagonist
struggles	to	determine	his	path.	Simply	grasping	the	narrative	is	a	challenge,	as	each	character	introduces	another	philosophical	layer,	culminating	in	an	engaging	tale	of	unexpected	occurrences.	The	Quest	for	Meaning	At	its	heart,	“A	Wild	Sheep	Chase”	is	a	profound	examination	of	the	search	for	purpose.	The	sheep	symbolizes	elusive	meaning,	and	the	chase	represents	humanity’s	never-ending	quest	for	clarity	in	a	chaotic	existence.	Through	surreal	encounters,	the	protagonist	learns	to	reflect	on	his	life	choices.	He	grapples	with	the	void	left	by	his	divorce
and	lost	connections,	realizing	that	the	answers	lie	not	in	outward	pursuits	but	within	himself.	Throughout	the	narrative,	Murakami	addresses	emotions	with	striking	clarity.	The	protagonist’s	interactions	with	his	girlfriend	showcase	an	inability	to	appreciate	genuine	connections.	Instead,	he	fixates	on	her	extraordinary	ears,	ignoring	her	love	and	the	underlying	intimacy.	This	reflects	a	common	struggle	within	modern	relationships—valuing	the	physical	over	emotional	depth.	The	deeper	message	underscores	how	chasing	illusions,	much	like	the	sheep,	leads	to
despair.	When	the	protagonist	finally	confronts	“The	Rat”	on	a	mountain,	he	begins	to	understand	this	truth.	Their	conversation	brings	him	a	flicker	of	realization:	his	past	relationships	and	experiences	hold	the	key	to	knowledge.	They	represent	not	just	memories	but	also	the	importance	of	genuine	human	connections	that	he	had	failed	to	acknowledge.	The	Closing	Encounter	and	Epiphany	As	the	story	unfolds,	the	conflict	escalates,	culminating	in	a	chaotic	yet	thoughtful	conclusion.	The	mountainside	setting	becomes	a	metaphor	for	clarity	amidst	confusion,	as
the	protagonist	faces	his	reality.	Despite	losing	everything—his	girlfriend,	his	business,	and	even	his	sense	of	self—he	gains	an	understanding	of	life’s	deeper	meaning.	The	novel’s	ending	is	bittersweet.	Although	the	protagonist	may	walk	away	with	newfound	wisdom,	he	is	left	alone,	reflecting	on	the	choices	that	led	him	astray.	This	existential	revelation	emphasizes	that	appreciation	for	what	one	has	often	comes	too	late.	In	the	pursuit	of	meaning,	we	frequently	overlook	the	beauties	of	connections	right	before	our	eyes.	Murakami’s	masterful	storytelling
makes	“A	Wild	Sheep	Chase”	not	just	a	book,	but	an	immersive	experience.	It	is	filled	with	whimsical	absurdities,	profound	reflections,	and	the	fascinating	exploration	of	life’s	mysteries.	Readers	are	captivated	by	whimsical	charm,	powerful	emotions,	and	striking	imagery,	ensuring	they’ll	carry	this	story	within	long	after	the	final	page	turns.	From	here	you	can	jump	to	the	Spoilers	section	right	away.	Below	you	can	search	for	another	book	summary:	Alternative	Book	CoverComing	soon…	Quotes	“Most	everything	you	think	you	know	about	me	is	nothing	more
than	memories.”―Haruki	Murakami,A	Wild	Sheep	Chase	“Body	cells	replace	themselves	every	month.	Even	at	this	very	moment.	Most	everything	you	think	you	know	about	me	is	nothing	more	than	memories.”―Haruki	Murakami,A	Wild	Sheep	Chase	“Sometimes	I	get	real	lonely	sleeping	with	you.”―Haruki	Murakami,A	Wild	Sheep	Chase	You	want	to	give	A	Wild	Sheep	Chase	a	try?	Here	you	go!	Characters	The	Narrator:	An	unnamed	advertising	executive	who	undergoes	an	emotional	journey	while	chasing	a	mythical	sheep.	The	Rat:	The	narrator’s	longtime
friend,	who	represents	the	lost	ideals	of	youth	and	has	become	a	vagabond	in	search	of	meaning.	The	Girlfriend:	A	unique	woman	with	extraordinary	ears,	whose	presence	profoundly	impacts	the	narrator’s	life.	The	Boss:	A	powerful	figure	connected	to	Japan’s	elite,	whose	health	and	influence	hinge	on	the	mythical	sheep.	The	Sheep	Professor:	An	ovine-obsessed	academic	who	symbolizes	the	consequences	of	abandoning	personal	connections	for	ambition.	The	Sheep-Man:	A	bizarre	character	encountered	by	the	narrator,	representing	a	blurred	line	between
fantasy	and	reality.	Key	Takeaways	The	Quest	for	Meaning:	The	story	examines	the	search	for	emotional	fulfillment	in	a	disconnected	world.	Surrealism	in	Everyday	Life:	Murakami	blends	the	ordinary	with	the	extraordinary,	creating	vivid,	dream-like	sequences.	Character	Isolation:	Characters	often	feel	distanced	from	their	emotions	and	each	other,	a	common	theme	in	Murakami’s	works.	The	Role	of	Memory:	Past	relationships	and	memories	shape	the	narrator’s	understanding	of	his	present	life.	Cultural	References:	The	novel	reflects	elements	of	Japanese
culture,	history,	and	the	influence	of	Western	literature.	Spoilers	Spoiler	Alert!	If	you	want	to	read	the	book,	don’t	click	“Show	more”	and	spoil	your	experience.	Here	is	a	link	for	you	to	get	the	book.	The	Nature	of	the	Sheep:	The	sheep	is	a	metaphor	for	various	existential	crises,	representing	lost	dreams	and	ambitions.	The	Girlfriend’s	Departure:	The	narrator	realizes	the	importance	of	emotional	connections	when	his	girlfriend	leaves,	highlighting	his	detached	view	of	relationships.	The	Rat’s	Journey:	The	Rat’s	choices	illustrate	the	consequences	of
abandoning	personal	ties	for	an	elusive	sense	of	adventure.	Final	Meeting:	The	narrator’s	encounter	with	the	Sheep	says	a	lot	about	self-discovery	and	the	acceptance	of	one’s	past.	Let	us	know	what	you	think	about	this	book	and	the	summary	in	the	comment	section	at	the	end	of	the	page.	FAQs	about	A	Wild	Sheep	Chase	Yes,	it	is	the	third	book	in	The	Rat	Trilogy.While	it	can	stand	alone,	prior	context	can	enhance	understanding.Major	themes	include	identity,	loss,	and	the	quest	for	meaning.Yes,	despite	its	surreal	nature,	the	story	follows	a	clear	narrative
path.His	style	combines	simplicity	with	rich,	evocative	imagery	and	emotional	depth.	Reviews	For	a	deeper	look	at	A	Wild	Sheep	Chase	and	to	explore	the	pros	and	cons,	check	our	full	review.	This	book,	rich	with	magical	realism,	has	captivated	many	for	its	unique	blend	of	adventure	and	philosophy.	Are	you	looking	for	a	nice	read	that	perfectly	fits	your	current	mood?	Here	is	a	free	book	suggestion	tool.	It	gives	you	suggestions	based	on	your	taste.	Also	a	likelihood	rating	for	each	recommended	book.	Would	you	like	to	find	the	book	you	will	love	later	or	now?
Haruki	Murakami	is	a	celebrated	contemporary	Japanese	writer	known	for	his	engaging	stories	that	often	incorporate	elements	of	magical	realism.	His	works	reflect	his	love	for	Western	literature	and	culture,	featuring	complex	themes	and	memorable	characters.	Are	you	looking	for	a	nice	read	that	perfectly	fits	your	current	mood?	Here	is	a	free	book	suggestion	tool.	It	gives	you	suggestions	based	on	your	taste.	Also	a	likelihood	rating	for	each	recommended	book.	Would	you	like	to	find	the	book	you	will	love	later	or	now?	Conclusion	We	hope	you	found	this
synopsis	of	A	Wild	Sheep	Chase	enjoyable.	This	summary	is	just	the	tip	of	the	iceberg.	The	full	book	promises	even	more	revelations	and	emotional	depth.	Ready	to	dive	deeper?	Purchase	A	Wild	Sheep	Chase	and	uncover	its	secrets!	DISCLAIMER:	This	book	summary	is	for	informational	purposes	only	and	not	a	substitute	for	the	original	work.	If	you	are	the	original	author	of	any	book	on	our	website	and	want	us	to	remove	it,	please	contact	us.	Jump	to	ratings	and	reviewsHis	life	was	like	a	recurring	nightmare:	a	train	to	nowhere.	But	an	ordinary	life	has	a	way
of	taking	an	extraordinary	turn.	Add	a	girl	whose	ears	are	so	exquisite	that,	when	uncovered,	they	improve	sex	a	thousand-fold,	a	runaway	friend,	a	right-wing	politico,	an	ovine-obsessed	professor	and	a	manic-depressive	in	a	sheep	outfit,	implicate	them	in	a	hunt	for	a	sheep,	that	may	or	may	not	be	running	the	world,	and	the	upshot	is	another	singular	masterpiece	from	Japan's	finest	novelist.	5522	people	are	currently	reading66515	people	want	to	readHaruki	Murakami	(村上春樹)	is	a	Japanese	writer.	His	novels,	essays,	and	short	stories	have	been	best-sellers
in	Japan	and	internationally,	with	his	work	translated	into	50	languages	and	having	sold	millions	of	copies	outside	Japan.	He	has	received	numerous	awards	for	his	work,	including	the	Gunzo	Prize	for	New	Writers,	the	World	Fantasy	Award,	the	Tanizaki	Prize,	Yomiuri	Prize	for	Literature,	the	Frank	O'Connor	International	Short	Story	Award,	the	Noma	Literary	Prize,	the	Franz	Kafka	Prize,	the	Kiriyama	Prize	for	Fiction,	the	Goodreads	Choice	Awards	for	Best	Fiction,	the	Jerusalem	Prize,	and	the	Princess	of	Asturias	Awards.Growing	up	in	Ashiya,	near	Kobe
before	moving	to	Tokyo	to	attend	Waseda	University,	he	published	his	first	novel	Hear	the	Wind	Sing	(1979)	after	working	as	the	owner	of	a	small	jazz	bar	for	seven	years.	His	notable	works	include	the	novels	Norwegian	Wood	(1987),	The	Wind-Up	Bird	Chronicle	(1994–95),	Kafka	on	the	Shore	(2002)	and	1Q84	(2009–10);	the	last	was	ranked	as	the	best	work	of	Japan's	Heisei	era	(1989–2019)	by	the	national	newspaper	Asahi	Shimbun's	survey	of	literary	experts.	His	work	spans	genres	including	science	fiction,	fantasy,	and	crime	fiction,	and	has	become	known
for	his	use	of	magical	realist	elements.	His	official	website	cites	Raymond	Chandler,	Kurt	Vonnegut	and	Richard	Brautigan	as	key	inspirations	to	his	work,	while	Murakami	himself	has	named	Kazuo	Ishiguro,	Cormac	McCarthy	and	Dag	Solstad	as	his	favourite	currently	active	writers.	Murakami	has	also	published	five	short	story	collections,	including	First	Person	Singular	(2020),	and	non-fiction	works	including	Underground	(1997),	an	oral	history	of	the	Tokyo	subway	sarin	attack,	and	What	I	Talk	About	When	I	Talk	About	Running	(2007),	a	memoir	about	his
experience	as	a	long	distance	runner.His	fiction	has	polarized	literary	critics	and	the	reading	public.	He	has	sometimes	been	criticised	by	Japan's	literary	establishment	as	un-Japanese,	leading	to	Murakami's	recalling	that	he	was	a	"black	sheep	in	the	Japanese	literary	world".	Meanwhile,	Murakami	has	been	described	by	Gary	Fisketjon,	the	editor	of	Murakami's	collection	The	Elephant	Vanishes	(1993),	as	a	"truly	extraordinary	writer",	while	Steven	Poole	of	The	Guardian	praised	Murakami	as	"among	the	world's	greatest	living	novelists"	for	his
oeuvre.Displaying	1	-	30	of	8,643	reviewsMay	3,	2011Reading	Murakami	is	like	experiencing	someone	else's	dream.	Trying	to	review	Murakami	is	like	trying	to	remember	your	own	--	scattered	events,	confusing	narrative	lapses,	inexplicable	elements,	petrified	whale	penises.	A	series	of	images:	And	then	you	wake	up.	And	wonder	what	that	was	all	about.2011	52-in-2011	cats	April	1,	2008A	Wild	Sheep	Chase	was	the	third	book	that	I	have	read	by	Murakami.	I	found	out	after	I	finished	that	it	is	that	third	book	in	"The	Trilogy	of	the	Rat".	The	first	two	books	in
this	series	are	now	out	of	print,	but	after	reading	A	Wild	Sheep	Chase,	I	think	I	have	to	chase	down	some	used	copies	of	the	novels	and	experience	the	trilogy	in	full.I	interpreted	the	novel	to	be	a	story	of	emotion	journey	more	than	a	story	of	physical	journey.	There	was	an	actual	journey	involved	as	the	main	character	went	in	search	of	the	mythical	sheep,	but	the	true	focus	of	the	book	was	on	the	character's	emotions.	Murakami	didn't	even	give	the	protagonist	(or	many	of	the	other	characters	in	the	novel)	a	name.	The	main	character	could	stand	for	any	one	of
us.	I	believe	that	the	mythical	sheep	can	be	seen	as	either	"the	meaning	of	life,"	which	sounds	cliche	but	bear	with	me,	or,	"what	happens	when	we	lose	sight	of	the	true	meaning	of	life".Our	main	character	(let's	call	him	Max	for	discussion's	sake)	finds	himself	at	the	end	of	his	marriage.	His	wife	have	left	him	for	a	friend	of	his,	and	he	can't	understand	what	that	guy	has	that	he	doesn't,	since	the	friend	doesn't	have	a	lot	of	money	and	he	plays	the	guitar	too	much.	The	girlfriend	that	"Max"	hooks	up	with	following	the	breakup	of	his	marriage	is	a	talented,	quirky
girl	who	compliments	his	own	quirks	nicely.	Yet	throughout	the	relationship,	he	is	obsessed	with	her	ears,	a	part	of	her,	instead	of	the	whole	of	her.	She,	on	the	other	hand,	has	shown	herself	to	be	quite	devoted	to	him,	even	supporting	and	joining	him	on	his	quest	for	the	sheep.These	examples,	plus	his	long-running	friendship	with	his	business	partner	and	the	company	that	they	ran	together,	all	worked	together	to	form	a	meaning	to	his	life	that	"Max"	was	unable	to	recognize	or	embrace.	He	was	on	his	own	sheep	chase	looking	for	meaning	that	he	already	had.
When	he	finally	caught	up	with	The	Rat	and	had	their	final	chat	on	the	mountain,	he	realized,	to	a	small	degree,	what	he	had	been	doing	wrong.	The	Rat	had	left	everything	he	knew	behind,	including	a	woman	who	loved	him,	in	search	of	new	environments	and	new	adventure	in	hope	of	some	new	meaning	in	life.	What	he	ended	up	doing	was	forsaking	the	people	and	life	that	cared	about	him,	that	gave	his	existence	meaning,	and	was	overtaken	by	the	mythical	sheep.	The	encounter	and	habitation	with	the	sheep	revealed	to	The	Rat	that	he	had	wasted	his	true
meaning	and	life	and	was	now	left	with	an	empty	existance,	when	he	should	have	appreciated	and	found	meaning	in	the	path	he	was	originally	given.	The	results	for	The	Rat	were	thusly	catastrophic.	"Max",	realizing	this,	leaves	the	mountainside	with	no	girlfriend,	no	business,	no	business	partner,	and	no	wife,	but	with	the	enlightenment	that	it	is	not	too	late	to	find	meaning	in	his	life.As	a	side	story,	the	Sheep	Professor	serves	as	a	microcosm	of	the	larger	plot.	Having	everything	he	needed	in	a	profession	that	he	loved	and	a	family	who	cared	for	him,	he	gave	it
all	up	and	sought	"the	sheep".	He	had	the	sheep	as	a	part	of	him	for	a	period	of	time,	only	to	lose	even	that.	In	the	end	he	was	left	with	nothing	except	a	son	who	wished	that	his	father	had	cared	more	about	him.I	loved	the	way	that	"Max's"	emotions	were	described	throughout	the	novel	and	how	through	"Max"	we	can	see	the	results	of	not	appreciating	what	we	have,	and	also	the	overall	process	of	what	it	is	like	to	develop	emotionally	and	truly	realize	what	is	important	to	us,	what	fulfills	us,	and	what	we	need	to	do	to	keep	those	things	in	our	lives.April	28,
2009'A	Wild	Sheep	Chase'	is	a	trippy	tale	with	a	mix	of	detective	story,	myth,	fantasy	and	philosophy.	Though	it	can	be	enjoyed	simply	as	a	fable	at	its	face-value,	just	a	little	thought	reveals	a	multi-layered	allegory.	On	one	hand,	"the	sheep"	could	signify	post-war	Japan	itself.	At	the	same	time,	the	protagonist's	sheep	chase	also	ends	up	being	a	search	for	his	own	identity,	his	emotions	and	meaning	of	his	existence.	It	is	as	much	a	physical	journey	as	a	spiritual	journey.	There	are	also	several	references	to	Japan's	history,	its	cultural	and	spiritual	beliefs,	which	fit
very	smoothly	with	the	obvious	western	influence	and	pop-culture	allusions.	For	a	multi-layered	story,	the	writing	is	deceptively	simple.	It	was	mainly	the	last	few	chapters	where	the	symbolism	struck	home	and	left	me	thinking	about	the	novel	long	after	I	had	finished	reading	it.	More	than	the	plot,	it	is	the	little	things	about	Murakami's	writing	which	make	this	book	memorable.	What	I	am	going	to	remember	the	most	is	how	Murakami	captures	the	mood	of	a	place	or	a	moment	of	time.	It	is	as	if	a	room	or	a	rock	or	wind	are	really	alive	and	that	time,	darkness,
silence	have	several	characteristics	of	their	own.	There	is	marvelous	imagery,	astounding	descriptions	of	natural	landscape	and	beautiful	metaphors.	The	lead	character	is	apathetic	and	mostly	emotion-less,	yet	he	does	notice	the	shimmer	of	water	in	the	sunlight	or	chirping	of	birds.	He	also	has	an	interesting	way	of	looking	at	mundane	things	and	his	thoughts	often	wander	in	strange	directions.	And	Murakami's	sense	of	humor	is	so	cute!(PS:	If	I	happen	to	see	a	sheep	during	the	next	few	days,	it	might	creep	me	out	a	little.	Damn	you	magic	sheep!)June	4,
2024A	play	on	the	old	saying	‘a	wild	goose	chase',	I'm	afraid	this	book	reads	more	like	another	old	saying,	‘a	complete	waste	of	time’.	It	felt	to	me	that	a	random	series	of	events	had	been	linked	together	to	form	a	very	loose	and	aimless	narrative.	I	really	had	no	idea	what	was	going	on	or	what	I’m	supposed	to	take	from	this	tale.	I’m	a	fan	of	the	author,	and	I	believe	he’s	written	some	stunning	books,	my	personal	favourites	(in	order)	being:1.	1Q842.	The	Wind-up	Bird	Chronicle3.	Kafka	on	the	Shore4.	Norwegian	Wood	Although	the	order	of	the	first	three	is
interchangeable,	depending	on	my	prevailing	mood.I	should	have	been	forewarned	regarding	this	offering	as	I’d	previously,	randomly,	read	Dance,	Dance,	Dance,	which	I	found	incomprehensible.	They’re	both	part	of	the	mini-series	of	‘Rat’	books	Murakami	penned	through	the	80’s	and	90’s	and	AWSC	is	the	precursor	to	DDD.	I’d	rather	hoped	that	the	former	would	provide	some	structure	and	some	background	to	the	latter,	but	I’m	afraid	it	just	didn’t	hold	my	interest	sufficiently	to	fully	test	this.	I	found	myself	drifting	off	through	sections	of	the	book,	and	the
whole	thing	just	washed	over	me	without	leaving	much	of	an	impression	at	all.	So,	the	answers	might	have	been	there...	I	really	don't	know.	So	why	two	stars	and	not	only	one?	Well,	at	heart,	this	is	a	detective	story,	and	I	like	detective	stories.	There	are	too	many	unlikely	coincidences	and	shaky	plot	connections	here,	but	Murakami’s	natural	flow	is	also	evident	–	it’s	easy	to	read	and	has	some	nice	lines.	Also,	I	only	ever	give	one	star	to	books.	I	can’t	bring	myself	to	finish,	and	I	did	finish	this	one.	My	advice	is	to	give	this	one	a	miss,	but	do	catch	up	with	his
better	work.	You	won’t	be	sorry	you	did.September	28,	2021Was	this	a	good	book?Hell	yesWas	this	Murakami's	best?No,	but	he	does	hold	high	standards	for	himself.Did	I	enjoy	it?AbsolutelyWas	I	confused	since	I	read	the	third	in	this	series	first?Definitely,	but	it's	Murakami	so	it	might	have	been	more	confusing	had	I	known	the	backstories.Do	I	remember	any	of	the	plot?Nope.Was	the	man	dressed	as	a	sheep/sheep	man	scary?Yeeep.Would	I	recommend	this	book?Definitely.	I	loved	it.	Can't	remember	why,	or	how,	but	it	was	good.	11/10	would	read	again.2021
edit:	The	full	backstory	behind	this	review	is	that	I	had	been	a	sleep-deprived	university	student	reading	books	from	the	library	in	a	study	cubicle	instead	of	studying.	Maybe	it	was	my	monkey	brain	at	the	time,	but	I	genuinely	don't	know	how	much	I	would	enjoy	this	now.Courtesy	of	Jen's	mini	reviewsMay	11,	2020A	roller	coaster	of	a	book.	Since	it's	hard	to	describe	and	others	have	already	done	so,	I'm	just	going	to	go	with	how	it	made	me	feel	to	read	it.	An	unorthodox	way	to	review	a	book,	but	maybe	not	for	a	book	made	of	magical	realism,	mystery,
philosophy,	sex,	drinks,	rock	and	roll	and	of	course	the	ubiquitous	sheep,	in	which	you	never	learn	the	names	of	the	characters	and	they	really	don't	matter	anyway.	At	times	it's	all	wheeeeeeeee	and	then	it's	ooooof,	then	more	wheeeeee	and	ooooooof	with	some	whooooaaaa	and	woooohoooo,	put	your	hands	up	and	submit	to	the	fun	of	structured	chaos.	I	didn't	understand	all	of	this	book	but	I	loved	all	of	it.	And	like	I	feel	when	I	get	off	a	roller	coaster,	I	immediately	wanted	to	go	again.	Which	is	why	I'm	reading	the	sequel,	"Dance	Dance	Dance."May	6,
2023"Have	your	ears	ever	exerted	a	power	over	anyone	other	than	me?You	want	to	know	whether	my	ears	have	special	powers?"In	Haruki	Murakami's	A	Wild	Sheep	Chase,	the	narrator	learns	that	his	adventure	will	begin	with	a	wild	sheep	chase.	Without	knowing	what	that	means,	he	quits	his	old	life	and	embarks	on	an	odyssey	that	takes	him	and	the	girl	with	the	exquisite	and	powerful	ears	in	search	of	a	specific	sheep.	After	reading	several	of	Murakami's	novels,	I've	learned	that	it	is	never	enough	to	say	that	his	novels	are	quirky.	The	narrator's	adventures
seem	like	scattered	dream	images	that	we'll	be	able	to	piece	together	if	we	can	just	connect	the	dots.	Therein	lies	the	problem.	That's	also	what	the	narrator	is	trying	to	do.	He	is	trying	to	make	sense	of	this	new	world	he	is	confronted	by	just	like	we	are.	And	he	is	as	often	in	the	dark.	What	are	we	to	make	of	the	narrator,	the	Rat	(who	first	enters	the	story	with	a	letter	to	our	narrator)	or	the	Sheep	Professor?	I'm	not	sure	it	is	as	well	developed	as	some	of	Murakami's	later	works,	but	it	is	an	interesting	and	engaging	read.	February	14,	2020This	book	is
incredibly	imaginative	and	has	vibrant,	colourful	characters	I	enjoyed.	However,	I	feel	like	Haruki	Murakami	added	many	layers	of	meaning	to	this	book	and	if	so,	they	elude	me.	If	there	is	an	underlying	meaning	to	this	book,	I	can't	tell	you	what	the	heck	it	is.	Or	maybe	there	is	no	underlying	meaning.	Maybe	it's	just	a	magical	story	and	my	brain	always	wants	there	to	be	something	more.		For	the	most	part,A	Wild	Sheep	Chase	is	an	enjoyable	story	and	I'll	probably	go	back	and	read	the	first	in	the	series.		However,	there	were	some	parts	that	really	dragged,
preventing	me	from	giving	this	5	stars.July	17,	2011An	interesting	read,	three	and	a	half	stars	for	beauty	in	language.	While	I	can't	say	I	"really	liked	it"	in	the	"will	re-read	one	day"	sense,	I	appreciated	the	richness	of	the	ideas	and	language	offered.	I	normally	tend	to	devour	a	book	in	two	or	three	sittings,	but	this	was	a	book	that	worked	well	reading	three	or	four	chapters	a	night,	breaking	into	small,	choice	pieces.	Although	there	is	a	mystery	that	drives	the	plot,	I	would	hesitate	to	say	that	is	the	focus	of	the	book,	so	I	didn't	feel	like	I	lost	tension	or	details.
Murakami	seems	to	work	best	for	me	when	savored	in	little	bites	with	the	opportunity	to	linger	over	phrasing,	rather	than	reading	for	plot	or	conflict	resolution.	I	also	couldn't	escape	the	nagging	feeling	that	I	was	missing	considerable	subtext,	as	I	know	almost	nothing	about	Japanese	history,	or	even	culture.	It	had	very	Vonnegut	or	Kafka	overtones,	where	there	is	potentially	digressive	philosophical	musing,	and	whose	impact	is	strengthened	by	underlying	meaning.I	enjoyed	the	book,	and	didn't	even	feel	that	it	was	particularly	unrealistic,	as	other	reviewers
have	charged.	I	know	those	kind	of	people	that	get	into	existential	discussions	with	taxi	drivers,	if	not	chauffeurs.	One	of	the	only	aspects	that	bothered	me	what	the	emotional	depression	of	the	narrator.	While	I'm	sure	it	was	intentional,	it	made	it	hard	to	sustain	interest	in	him	as	a	character	study.	I	suppose	that	could	have	been	the	point--just	another	nameless,	disenfranchised	person	passing	out	of	his	twenties	and	distanced	from	everything	of	meaning	in	life.	Nonetheless,	Murakami	and	the	translator	achieved	really	wonderous	feats	with	their	word
choices,	and	have	a	knack	for	gestalt	description,	for	crafting	line	upon	line	that	builds	a	priceless	whole.	It's	given	me	courage	to	attack	my	long-unread	copy	of	The	Wind-up	Bird	Chronicles.Favorite	lines:At	the	pinnacle	of	this	tower	was	affixed	a	decorative	lightning	rod.	A	mistake.	Lightning	was	meant	to	strike	the	building	and	burn	it	down.The	sofa	was	an	unappealing	orange,	the	sort	of	orange	you'd	get	by	leaving	a	choicely	sunburnt	(sic)	weaving	out	in	the	rain	for	a	week,	then	throwing	it	into	the	cellar	until	it	mildewed.	This	was	an	orange	from	the
early	days	of	Technicolor."Haven't	those	ears	of	yours	gotten	the	message	yet?"	"No	message	for	the	time	being,"	she	said,	eating	her	simmered	fish	and	miso	soup.	"That	much	I	know.	I	only	get	despairing	messages	when	I'm	confused	or	feeling	some	mental	pinch.	But	that's	not	the	case	now."The	children	were	quiet	too.	They	sat	still	and	stared	out	the	window.	Occasionally,	someone	coughed	with	a	dry	rasp	that	sounded	like	a	mummy	tapped	on	the	head	with	a	pair	of	tongs.April	14,	2018I	wrote	the	following	review	two	and	a	half	years	ago.	Now	that	I've
read	A	Wild	Sheep	Chase	again,	I	don't	think	there's	any	need	to	change	anything.	Or	maybe	there's	a	great	need	to	do	so,	I'm	not	sure.	In	any	case,	I'd	rather	put	Benny	Goodman's	Airmail	Special	and	breathe	in	deep	the	spring	evening	air.On	the	back	cover	of	this	special	3D	edition	of	"The	Wild	Sheep	Chase",	there's	this	quote	by	The	Washington	Post	which	goes	like	this:	"Lean	forward	and	topple	headlong	into	magic".	Well,	it	couldn't	be	more	aptly	put!You	know	when	you	read	something	which	as	a	story,	is	not	particularly	great,	and	yet	deep	inside	you
find	it	amazing?	It's	like	there	are	two	parts	of	you	that	simultaneously	read	the	story.	The	pragmatistic	part,	that	interprets	what	you	read	in	a	matter-of-fact	way,	and	the	emotional	part	that	sort	of	does	so	in	a	more	inner	and	abstract	fashion	that	you	can't	really	put	your	finger	on.	For	instance	(and	this	is	only	a	minor	spoiler,	so	don't	worry),	the	part	where	the	girlfriend	leaves	the	house	on	the	mountain,	made	me	feel	inexplicably	sad.	Though	Murakami	doesn't	seem	to	deliberately	try	to	make	you	feel	sad	at	that	particular	point,	I	felt	genuine	and	pure
sadness.	Like	a	reflective	reaction.	I	really	hope	what	I'm	trying	to	say	gets	through	so	far.This	is	the	third	book	of	The	Rat	series	and	Murakami's	third	novel	overall.	Like	any	of	his	works,	this	one	can	be	read	in	two	ways:	as	a	modern	fairytale	about	a	man	on	a	quest	to	find	a	special	sheep,	or	as	an	allegory	of	a	modern	person's	quest	to	find	the	meaning	of	life.	Choosing	the	former	(although	it's	not	so	much	a	matter	of	choice),	one	misses	a	lot	and	probably	ends	up	baffled	and	frustrated.	Many	of	Murakami's	stereotypic	allegorical	themes	are	there.
Unnamed	characters	for	instance	which,	the	way	I	see	it,	is	a	way	to	portray	the	also	unnamed	protagonist's	detachment	from	everyone.	Indeed	our	hero,	like	most	of	Murakami's	heroes,	shows	a	tendency	to	avoid	emotional	connections.	Not	even	his	cat	has	a	name,	until	a	secondary	character	gives	it	one.	What's	more,	there	is	a	constant	uncertainty	throughout	the	book	of	what	is	real	and	what	is	not,	as	realistic	facts	mingle	with...	not	so	realistic	facts.	There	is	even	a	point	toward	the	end	where	the	main	protagonist	is	unsure	of	who	and	why	he	really	is.
These	elements	really	hit	home	and	are	the	main	reason	Murakami	gets	so	much	praise	from	me.Trying	to	rationalize	everything	you	read	in	this	book	won't	work,	so	don't	waste	your	time.	You	should	rather	let	your	inner	eye	read	this	amazing	story	about	sheep.	Trust	me,	you	never	know	what	you	might	discover	within	the	pages	of	"The	Wild	Sheep	Chase".1980s	asian	haruki-murakamiMarch	8,	2016 تشادن 	 ور 	 باتک 	 اب 	 یزاس 	 هنحص 	 تردق 	 نم 	 زغم 	 ،ندز 	 یم 	 فرح 	 نتشاد 	 هایس 	ی	 هنیمز 	و	 کیرات 	 ییاضف 	 رد 	 اه 	 تیصخش 	و	 تشادن 	 لیلحت 	 تردق 	 نم 	 زغم 	 ،اه 	 هنحص 	 زا 	 یضعب 	:(( هتشذگ 	 نم 	 تلایخت 	 زرم 	 زا 	 هگید 	 هک 	 تسه 	 لائروس 	 دقنا 	 هک 	 مگب 	 دیاب 	 مه 	 باتک 	 نیا 	 دوخ 	 دروم 	 رد . دینوخب 	 بیترت 	 هب 	 ور 	 اه 	 هرامش 	 هبجاو 	 ییاروجی 	و	 نداد 	 خر 	 مود 	و	 لوا 	 باتک 	 یوت 	 هک 	 هتفا 	 یم 	 یتارطاخ 	 دای 	 باتک 	 نیا 	 یوت 	 یهاگ 	 یماکاروم ... هنک 	 یم 	 مک 	 یلیخ 	 ور 	 باتک 	 تذل 	 نینودن 	 ونوشباوج 	 هگا 	 هک 	 دای 	 یم 	 شیپ 	 لاوس 	 نوتارب 	 اه 	 تیصخش 	و	 تارطاخ 	 هب 	 تبسن 	 اهاج 	 زا 	 یلیخ 	 ،دینوخن 	 ور 	 ود 	و	 کی 	 هرامش 	 هگا 	 ،دوب 	 هعومجم 	 نیا 	 باتک 	 نیموس 	 ،باتک 	 نیا 	 ،دینوخب 	 بیترت 	 هب 	 ور 	 تر 	 هناگراهچ 	 یاه 	 باتک 	 منک 	 یم 	 هیصوت 	 نم 	 ،تاراشتنا 	و	 اه 	 تیاس 	 زا 	 یلیخ 	 تاغیلبت 	و	 روصت 	 سکعرب ! هرب 	 یم 	 زمرت 	 هسر 	 یم 	 هک 	 ارخآ 	 نوا 	 هب 	 مدآ 	و	 هریذپان 	 بانتجا 	 شرخآ 	 هحفص 	150	 هک 	 تسه 	 ییاه 	 باتک 	 تسد 	 نوا 	 زا 	 ،دش 	 مومت 	 رتدوز 	 زور 	 ود 	 باتک 	 ،مدوخ 	 روصت 	 فلاخرب
ید 	: راهچ 	 تر 	 یوس 	 هب 	 شیپنوتارب 	 هشیم 	 عورش 	 نیرتهب 	 باتک 	 نیا 	 ،دینوخب 	 یماکاروم 	 راب 	 نیلوا 	 یارب 	 داوخ 	 یم 	 هگا 	 هکنیا 	 موددینوخب 	 بیترت 	 هب 	 ور 	 تر 	 هناگراهچ 	 هعومجم 	 امتح 	 هکنیا 	 لوامراد 	 هیصوت 	 ات 	 ود 	:(( نم 	 رظنب 	 دوب 	 رت 	 لائروس 	 مه 	 هنارک 	 رد 	 اکفا 	 زا 	 باتک 	 نیا :((April	18,	20234/5	Officially,	this	is	my	first	Murakami	novel	and	guess	what?	I	LIKED	ITI	mean	it	had	a	lot	of	advantages	and	I'll	actually	list	them	for	you:1)	it	was	a	relatively	short	read;2)	the	writing	style	made	the	story	flow	easily	so	even	if	you	don't	know	what	to	expect	you'll	still	manage	to	read	50	pages	in	one	sitting;3)	you'll	get	some	Squid	Game	vibes	from	it	at	some	point	during	the	story	(trust	me,	if	you	watched	the	TV	show	then	you	won't	really	be	able	to	unsee	what	I	just	said);4)	there	are	NO	NAMES	to	be
bothered	with	remembering;	literally,	the	only	name	you'd	actually	see	there	is	the	name	of	the	old	cat	the	main	character	owns;	5)	the	whole	narrative	is	bizarre,	the	characters	seem	to	lack	personality	or	even	some	vitality	sometimes	but	in	a	way,	it	kind	of	makes	sense	to	act	like	that,	after	all,	they're	all	Japanese	people	in	1970s	Japan,	they	just	fit	the	vibe	of	the	time	and	the	place;6)	SO	MUCH	GOOD	MUSIC	THERE	Aside	from	all	that,	this	book	has	been	the	type	that	manages	to	transcend	normality	and	reality	and	it	blends	in	the	fantastic	and	the
supernatural	so	well	that	at	some	point	you	can't	tell	when	it's	real	and	when	it's	not.	It	looks	like	the	storyline	just	smoked	something	funky	and	now	everything	and	everyone	in	there	is	high.I	know	Murakami	might	not	be	everyone's	cup	of	tea	but	if	you	ever	want	to	try	something	of	his,	you	can	most	definitely	try	this	one,	it's	short,	quick	and	quite	funky.January	19,	2016İlk	olarak	şunu	söylemek	istiyorum.	Bu	kitabı	okuduktan	sonra	kitap	forumlarında	vb.	yerlerde,	birçok	"Japonya	hakkında	fikir	sahibi	olmak	amacı	ile	okuduğum..."gibi	yorumlar	okudum.
Böyle	bir	şey	öncelikle	çok	yanlış.	Bu	kitapla,	sadece	bu	değil	bu	değil	bütün	Murakami	kitapları	ile	Japonya,	Japon	Kültürü	ve	Japonlar	hakkında	sağlıklı	bilgi	edinemezsiniz.	H.Murakami	yazdıkları	Japonya	ile	iliştirilebilecek	son	Japon	yazar.	Tanizaki,	Mişima,	Dazai,	Agutagava,	Kavabata	vb.	yazarlar	okuyarak	gerçek	Japon	Edebiyatı	ile	tanışabilirsiniz.Bunu	geçersem	eğer	Yaban	Koyununun	İzinde,	en	rahat	okunan	Murakami	kitaplarından	bir	tanesi	ve	bence	başlangıç	için	en	uygun	olanı.	Çünkü	yazarın	edebiyatına	hakim	olan	anlatım	ve	öğeler	bu	kitapta	eşit
düzeyde	yayılmış	bulunmakta.	Murakami,	normalde	asla	olmasına	ihtimal	vermeyeceğimiz	şeyleri	genel	gerçekçilik	içinde	bir	imge	karmaşası	içinde	kullanan	bir	yazar.	Bu	yüzden	hikayeleri	anlamlandırmanın	bir	yararı	yok.	Ancak	imgelerle	üzerine	düşünebileceğiniz	bir	harita	sunuyor.	Açıkçası	bu	karmaşık	ve	absürd	hatta	fazla	hayalci	imgelemler	beni	"Zemberekkuşu'nun	Güncesi"nde	çok	yormuştu.	O	kadar	uzun	bir	eser	boyunca	bitmek	bilmeyen	bir	anlamsızlık	furyası	bir	heveste	okuma	isteği	olanlar	için	bilhassa,	zorluk	yaratıyor.	Bu	kitapta	da	aynı	durum
var.	Ancak	bu	kez	hem	romanın	daha	kısa	olması	hem	de	olayın	"birlik"	taşıması	durumu	kolaylaştırıyor.	Yan	öyküler	fazla	ayrıntılı	kurulmadığından	zihin	dağılmıyor.	Yine	her	romanında	olduğu	gibi	bu	romanın	içinden	de	müzik	geçiyor.	Müzik	belli	bir	amaç	taşımadan,	tamamen	yazarın	beğenileri	doğrultusunda	her	zaman	romanlarda	kendine	yer	buluyor.	Sizde	eğer	jazz,	blues,	klasik	batı	müziği	ve	klasik	rock	ile	ilgili	iseniz	romandaki	atmosferleri	kafada	yaratmanız	daha	kolay	oluyor.Benim	takıldığım	başka	bir	konu	daha	var.	Bazı	yazarlar	diyalog	yazma	ile
romanlarını	yürütürler.	Karakterlerin	konuşmaları	kitabı	ileriye	taşır.	Salinger,	Dostoyevski,	Tolstoy,	Hardy,	Mo	Yan,	Palahniuk	gibi	bazı	isimler	farklı	dönemlerde,	farklı	stillerde	yazmış	olsalar	bile	en	iyi	becerdikleri	şey	diyalog	ile	hikaye	ilerletmeleridir.	Ben	Murakami'de	de	böyle	bir	sevda	görüyorum.	Ancak	o	kadar	postmodern	konuşmalar	yazıyor	ki,	konuşmalar	bir	bütünlük	taşıyamıyorlar.	Sürekli	olarak	insan	Murakami'nin	ne	denli	geniş	bir	hayalgücü	olduğunu	idrak	ediyor.	Aklına	ket	vurmamış	ve	ucu	nereye	giderse,	aklı	nasıl	bir	çağrışım	yaparsa	yazmış
gibi	hissettiriyor.	Elbette	başarılı	olduğu	noktalar	yok	değil	benim	açımdan	ama	yorucu,	bazı	zamanlarda	da	itici	olduğunu	düşünüyorum.Bu	romanda	da,	H.Murakami	romanlarının	çoğunda	da	o	an	okurken	aldığınız	verim	esas.	Sonrasında	çok	fazla	kalmıyor.	İnsanın	beyni	bu	denli	çarpışık,	düzensiz,	dağınık	görsel/işitsel/metaforik	imgeleri,	puzzle	misali	kurabilmek	ve	yeniden	tanımlayıp	anlandırmak	açısından	yeterli	değil.	Eğer	yazarın	bir	matematiği	varsa	bu	çok	ileri	düzey	bir	şey	olmalı	diye	düşünüyorum.Onun	dışında	ne	desem	boş,	Murakami	ne	kefil	olup
okuyun	diyebileceğim	bir	yazar,	ne	de	asla	okumayın	diyip	kendimce	lanetleyebileceğim	bir	yazar.	Okuyorum	işte...	Arada	düşünüyorum,	bazı	taşları	yerine	oturtmaya	çalışıyorum,	sonra	dönüp	kitap	bitince	cevapsız	kalan	soruların	arkasından	bakıyorum	vs.	En	iyisi	okuyup	kendinizin	karar	vermesi.	Bu	kitap	yazarın	sihirli	gerçekçilik	dünyasının	kapısını	en	isabetli	ve	dozajlı	açtığı	romanlarından	biri	bence.	O	yüzden	önceliği	buna	verebilirsiniz	gibi	geliyor.	İyi	okumalar.May	22,	2021۲	 امتح 	 منک 	 یم 	 داهنشیپ 	 دوخ 	 نِاتسود 	 هب 	و	 مفلاخم 	 نازیزع 	 زا 	 هتسد 	 نیا 	 اب 	 نم 	 اما 	 تسین 	 تسخن 	 ناونع 	۲	 نِدناوخ 	 هب 	 یزاین 	 نامر 	 نیا 	 نِدناوخ 	 یارب 	 هک 	 دنتسه 	 دقتعم 	 یدایز 	 ناتسود 	 دنچره .	 تخپ 	 هزمشوخ 	 تیاهن 	 یب 	 نِان 	 کی 	 نآ 	 زا 	 رونت 	و	 نان 	 ریمخ 	
2021. دیربب 	 تذل 	 نآ 	 ندناوخ 	 زا 	 مراودیما 	و	 منک 	 یم 	 داهنشیپ 	 دنراد 	 یبوخ 	 لیخت 	ی	 هوق 	 هک 	 یصاخشا 	و	 لائروس 	 یاه 	 ناتساد 	 قشاع 	 هک 	 ییاه 	 هدنناوخ 	٬ یماکاروم 	 ناقشاع 	 هب 	 ار 	 باتک 	 نیا 	 نِدناوخ .	 تفر 	 مهاوخ 	 زین (	 صقر 	 صقر 	 صقر 	) ینعی 	 هعومجم 	 نیا 	 نِامر 	 نیرخآ 	 غارس 	 هب 	 دشاب 	 یرمع 	 رگا 	و	 تسا 	 نامر 	۴	 یاراد 	 هک 	 تسایند 	ی	 هناگ هس	 	 نیلوا 	 دیاش 	 نیا 	 مدرک 	 ضرع 	 یلبق 	 یاهویویر 	 رد 	 هک 	 روطنامه 	 اما 	 دننک 	 یم 	 دادملق 	 هناگ هس	 	 ار «	 تر 	» 	ی هعومجم 	 هکنیا 	 اب 	 انمض 	٬ درک 	 هدروآرب 	 ار 	 متاراظتنا 	و	 دوب 	 یلاع 	 زیچ 	 همه 	٬ منک 	 ادیپ 	 نامر 	 رد 	 متسناوتن 	 یداریا 	 چیه 	 نوچ 	 مداد 	 باتک 	 هب 	 هراتس 	۵	 نم 	 رخآ 	 رد 	...	 	و دنک 	 یم 	 تاقلام (	 یمیدق 	 تسود 	 نامه ) شوم 	 نینچمه 	و	 یدنفسوگ 	 ِدرم 	٬ یسانشدنفسوگ 		 ِداتسا 	 نوچمه 	 یبلاج 	 یاه 	 تیصخش 	 اب 	 رفس 	 دعب 	و	 لبق 	٬ دوش 	 یم 	 ودیاکوه 	 یاه 	 ناتسهوک 	 ِراپسهر 	 شرتخد 	 تسود 	 اب 	و	 دراد 	 هراتس 	 تِملاع 	 شندب 	 یور 	 هک 	 دوش 	 یم 	 بیجع 	 یدنفسوگ 	 نِتفای 		 ِرومأم 	 وا 	٬ دوش 	 یم 	 زاغآ 	 نامر 	ی	 هنوگامعم 	و	 ضیرم 	 ناتساد 	٬ اهنآ 	 دننام 	 رصق 	ي	 هناخ 	 رد 	 بیجع 	 درم 	 نآ 	 اب 	 ناتساد 		 یِنتشاد 	 تسود 	 تِیصخش 	 تِاقلام 	 زا 	 سپ 	٬ دننک 	 وغل 	 دوخ 	 نِایرتشم 	 زا 	 یکی 	 اب 	 میناوخ 	 یم 	 نامر 	 رد 	 هک 	 یلیلد 	 هب 	 ار 	 دوخ 	 یِراک 	 یاهدادرارق 	 زا 	 یکی 	 دهاوخ 	 یم 	 شکیرش 	 زا 	 درم 	 نآ 	٬ دنوش 	 یم 	 وربور 	 بیجع 	 یدرم 	 اب 	 هک 	 تسا 	 تاغیلبت 	و	 همجرت 	 راک 	 لوغشم 	 میدناوخ 	 یلبق 	 ناونع 	 رد 	 هک 	 شکیرش 	 اب 	 هک 	 یرتفد 	 رد 	 نانچمه 	٬ دوش 	 یم 	 تسود 	 تس 	 ییوداج 	 ییاه 	 شوگ 	 بحاص 	 هک 	 یرتخد 	 اب 	و	 دریگ 	 یم 	 قلاط 	 دوخ 	 رسمه 	 زا 	 وا 	٬ تسناد 	 میهاوخن 	و	 میناد 	 یمن 	 ار 	 وا 	 ِمان 	 ،هعومجم 	 ِمود 	و	 لوا 	 نِیوانع 	 ِدننامه 	 هک 	 هیصخش 	 دروم 	 رد 	 نامر 	 ناتساد .	 دناجنگ 	 نامر 	 لخاد 	 نکمم 	 لکش 	 نیرتابیز 	 هب 	 ار 	 اه 	 نآ 	و	 تشذگن 	 دنداد 	 یم 	 رس 	 ناگدنرپ 	 هک 	 ییاهاوآ 	 زا 	 یتح 	 هدنسیون 	٬ مدرک 	 یم 	 سح 	 ناتسهوک 	 رد 	 ناتساد 	 لوا 	 تِیصخش 	 ِماگمه 	و	 هارمه 	 ار 	 مدوخ 	و	 دوب 	 ریظن 	 یب 	 دروآ 	 ذغاک 	 یور 	 هب 	 هار 	 ریسم 	و	 ودیاکوه 	 یاه 	 ناتسهوک 	 زا 	 یماکاروم 	 هک 	 یزادرپ 	 ریوصت 	٬ متشاد 	 شتسود 	 یلیخ 	 اما 	 دیسر 	 مساگرا 	 هب 	 محور 	 مسیونب 	 صاخ 	 سح 	 کی 	 اب 	و	 میایب 	 ویویر 	 رد 	 شندناوخ 	 دعب 	 هک 	 دوبن 	 لحاس 	 رد 	 اکفاک 	 لثم 	 نامر 	 هک 	 هتسرد 	٬ متشاد 	 تسود 	 رایسب 	 مه 	 ار 	 باتک 	 نیا 	 مدش 	 یماکاروم 	 قشاع 	 یژورن (	 بوچ ) لگنج 	و	 لحاس 	 رد 	 اکفاک 	 نِدناوخ 	 اب 	 هک 	 نم 	 ِدید 	 زا .	 مینکن 	 هاگن 	 دوخ 	 یوربور 	 راوید 	 هب 	 زاب 	 ناهد 	 اب 	 کشخ 	 بوچ 	 لثم 	 باتک 	 یاه 	 شخب 	 نآ 	 رد 	 ات 	 مینادب 	 ار 	 هتشذگ 	 تِارطاخ 	 تسا 	 مزلا 	 دیآ 	 شیپ 	 یتاماهبا 	و	 تلااوس 	 ناتیارب 	 تسا 	 نکمم 	 یفاک 	ی	 هزادنا 	 هب 	 نامر 	 ندناوخ 	 ماگنه 	 رد 	و	 تسیماکاروم 	 لائروس 	 یاه 	 نامر 	ی	 هتسد 	 زا 	 نامر 	 نیا 	 هک 	 ییاجنآ 	 زا 	و	 میا 	 هدناوخ 	 لابق 	 ار 	 اهنآ 	 هک 	 دتفا 	 یم 	 یتارطاخ 	 دای 	 هب 	 اهراب 	 ناتساد 	 لوا 	ِ	 تیصخش 	 نامر 	 نیا 	 رد 	 نوچ 	 دننک 	 هعلاطم 	 ار 	 تسخن 	 نِاونع
and	more	cats	run	over?	Who	needs	it?”This	is	the	first	book	Murakami	wrote	as	a	full-time	novelist,	and	his	third	overall.	The	third	book	in	the	Rat	Trilogy,	the	story	revolves	around	a	strange	mystery	surrounding	an	enigmatic	sheep	in	Hokkaido,	and	how	the	narrator	starts	on	an	adventure	to	find	something	that	even	he	can't	grasp	properly.	Here,	Murakami	touches	up	on	themes	like	right-wing	politics	in	Japan,	and	ear	fetish.	Take	a	dip	into	this	fast-paced	mystery	with	a	strange	surrealistic	undertone,	as	we	smoke	Seven	Stars	and	enjoy	the	dull,	cold
weather	of	Sapporo,	searching	for	a	long-lost	friend.June	8,	2023Murakami	himself	said	that	his	writing	career	really	only	began	with	A	Wild	Sheep	Chase,	and	I	can	see	why.While	his	first	two	novels	aren't	"bad"	per	se	(although	I	guess	this	is	a	rather	subjective	take),	they	do	lack	in	certain	areas.	What	A	Wild	Sheep	Chase	does	better	than	its	predecessor(s),	is	the	fact	that	it	has	a	more	solid	structure.	It	follows	a	clear	plot	(although	one	could	argue	as	to	how	"clear"	it	is,	since	it	does	occasionally	venture	into	the	surreal)	which	makes	it	possible	for	the
reader	to	get	more	invested	in	the	story.	In	my	review,	I	compared	Hear	the	Wind	Sing	and	Pinball,	1973	to	Hopper	Paintings,	due	to	the	melancholy,	detached	feeling	that	those	novels	conveyed	to	me.	A	Wild	Sheep	Chase	feels	more	like	a	shabby	hotel	lobby	to	me.	Why?	Honestly,	I'm	not	so	sure.	Maybe	because	this	book	just	feels	like	it	would	make	for	a	perfect	travel	companion,	because	a)	it	makes	you	want	to	go	out	and	Experience	Things	and	b)	it	follows	two	people	who	go	on	a	rather	crazy	adventure	(a	wild	sheep	chase,	if	you	will)	and	I'd	imagine	it
would	be	great	to	read	on	the	go.	A	Wild	Sheep	Chase	does	not	stay	in	the	same	place,	and	it	almost	dares	you	to	get	up	and	go	do	some	exploring	-	or	perhaps	discovering?	-	of	your	own.	The	writing,	once	again,	really	worked	for	me	here.	I	love	the	way	Murakami	portrays	alienation	in	his	characters,	as	it's	something	I	can	somehow	relate	to.	[Side	note,	characters	in	Japanese	literature	generally	seem	to	have	a	bit	more	of	a	"skewed"	perception	of	reality	(at	least	that's	what	I've	gathered	so	far)	and	I	think	that's	why	it	almost	always	works	for	me.]I	also
loved	the	settings	in	this	book,	especially	the	semi-closed	setting	at	the	end	(which	I	cannot	talk	about	due	to	spoilers)	and	whenever	I	pick	up	my	copy	of	A	Wild	Sheep	Chase	I	find	myself	transported	back,	if	only	temporarily,	to	those	places.	It's	incredible	how	vivid	they	still	appear	in	my	mind.	Murakami	definitely	knows	how	to	create	atmosphere	with	his	settings.	Now,	you	may	be	thinking:	Why	is	this	weirdo	(me)	praising	this	book	so	much,	yet	she's	still	giving	it	"only"	3.5	stars?	Do	not	fret,	my	friend.Here	is	what	I	didn't	like	about	this	book:There	is	one
thing	in	literature	that	I	dislike	above	everything.	Yes,	even	above	annoying	characters,	and	slow	pacing,	and	the	miscommunication	trope.	I	hate	it	even	more	than	the	sentence	"She	let	out	a	breath	she	didn't	know	she	was	holding	in".	(Yes,	I	went	there.)	The	thing	is....	I	don't	like	being	confused.Especially	when	I	know	I'm	not	supposed	to	be	confused.	As	in,	technically	everything	is	supposed	to	at	least	kind	of	make	sense,	but	my	head	for	some	reason	just	WILL	NOT	wrap	its	silly	little	mind	around	it.	And	what's	worst	of	all?	I	know	it's	probably	my	fault
(and	that	is	pretty	much	unacceptable,	for	I	am	not	supposed	to	feel	shitty	about	myself.	I'm	soooooo	great	actually.	Nothing	should	EVER	be	My	Fault,	you	know?)Somehow,	I	couldn't	quite	follow	this	book	at	times,	and	I	feel	like	a	lot	of	things	are	still	lost	to	me,	making	the	plot	a	fragmented,	half-formed	thing.	Again,	this	is	not	the	books	fault,	but	entirely	mine	-	I'm	sure	it	makes	sense	to	the	general	audience,	(or	at	least	they	are	aware	of	what	is	supposed	to	make	sense	and	what	isn't)	-	and	I'm	the	one	at	fault	here.	Sucks	to	say,	but	it	is	what	it
is.Amen.Conclusion	(TLDR):I	really	liked	A	Wild	Sheep	Chase!	And	the	crazy	part	is	that	I	feel	like	the	more	time	passes,	the	more	I	like	this	book	(which	is	an	incredibly	rare	and	thoroughly	welcome	phenomenon,	if	you	ask	me).	I	already	want	to	reread	this	novel,	because	I	think	I	might	actually	fall	in	love	with	it	if	I	just	gather	all	of	the	things	I	missed	the	first	time	and	put	them	into	place.I'm	excited	to	read	Hardboiled	Wonderland	and	the	End	of	the	World	next	month!Well,	that's	all	I	have	to	say.Thank	you	for	reading!______________________	PROJECT
MURAKAMI:	I	have	decided	to	read	every	novel	that	Haruki	Murakami	has	ever	written,	in	chronological	order	(yes,	even	after	what	happened	with	Kafka	on	the	Shore*....).	I	read	roughly	one	book	per	month	and	then	summarize	all	of	my	thoughts	in	reviews	like	these.	Ratings	&	Reviews:1)	Hear	the	Wind	Sing	&	Pinball,	1973	★★½2)	A	Wild	Sheep	Chase	★★★½3)	Hard-Boiled	Wonderland	and	the	End	of	the	World	★★★	______________________*Basically,	I	posted	an	obviously	satirical	rant	on	how	gross	I	think	milk	is	and	thousands	of	people	took	it	a	little	too
seriously	and	brutally	murdered	me	in	an	Instagram	comment	section.	(I	am	not	kidding	btw).	Sometimes	I	lie	awake	at	night	thinking	about	how	someone	said	I	probably	have	weak	bones...March	23,	2016Creepy.....as....hades.But	that's	why	I	loved	it!!!I'm	serious.	This	book	was	so	creepy	it	had	me	wiggling	around	in	my	seat	in	discomfort.	Yet,	I	was	absolutely	captivated!	I	couldn't	put	the	book	down!If	you're	a	reader	looking	for	a	book	that	will	take	you	more	than	one	read	to	truly	grasp,	then	this	is	the	book	for	you.	It	had	my	brain	churning	and	my	fingers
tapping	with	nervous	energy.I'm	not	going	to	give	a	bit	of	a	run-down	of	the	book	as	I've	done	in	previous	reviews	mostly	because	it	would	sound	too	convoluted	out	of	context.	All	you	really	need	to	know	is	our	main	character	is	forced	to	go	chase	a	non-existent	sheep	out	in	the	cold	country.	He	gets	trapped	on	a	mountain,	in	a	creepy	cabin,	all	alone,	and	is	occasionally	visited	by	a	sheep-man.There	you	go.Murakami's	imagery	is	rich	and	the	meaning	of	his	works	heavy	and	grey,	like	a	cloud	hanging	right	over	your	head	while	the	sun	shines	everywhere	else.
He	is	not	an	"IN	YOUR	FACE"	horror	master.	He's	the	type	that	likes	to	really	get	under	your	skin	in	a	very	subtle	way	so	that	he	has	unguarded	access	to	your	subconscious.	When	he	gets	there	he	gets	busy	digging	and	thrashing	around	and	without	suspecting	it...	you're	suddenly	disturbed.I	honestly	have	no	complaints	about	this	book.	To	be	truthful,	I	really	need	to	read	it	a	few	more	times	to	better	gather	an	understanding	for	the	work.	As	a	piece	of	pure	entertainment	it's	thrilling,	as	a	work	of	intellect	it's	probing	and	there	are	quite	a	few	exchanges	in
the	book	that	make	you	say	"Wait...	What?"	You	wish	you	had	the	option	to	raise	your	hand	and	ask	for	an	explanation.A	Wild	Sheep	Chase	is	a	love	child	of	myth	and	philosophy	and	there's	plenty	to	decipher	along	the	literary	journey	from	cover	to	cover.	That's	what's	so	nice	about	it,	and	it's	what	makes	this	book	a	fantastic	one	for	a	book	club	that's	really	looking	for	some	grit	to	grind.The	sheep-man	is	probably	my	favorite	character,	though	he's	undoubtedly	the	most	bizarre	and	unsettling.	He	shows	up	randomly	and	you're	never	quite	sure	if	he's	real	or
not.	You're	never	completely	positive	that	the	main	character	hasn't	lost	his	mind.	Near	the	end	of	the	book	you're	not	even	completely	positive	that	you	haven't	lost	your	mind.	Doesn't	that	make	a	darn	good	book?!Highly	recommend	this	work.	ABSOLUTELY.	contemporary	dark	favorites	May	9,	2023“It	is	special	sheep.	A	v-e-r-y	special	sheep.	I	want	to	find	it,	and	for	that	I	will	need	your	help.”Wellthiswasonecrazyrideaboutsheep.Whoisthesheep?	Whatisthesheep?	Whereisthesheep?The	sheep	that	wants	to	change	the	world!	Insert	"baaaaaa"	noises.A	postcard
displaying	lush	green	fields	and	grazing	sheep	lands	on	the	work	desk	of	our	unnamed	protagonist.	He	works	in	a	small	translation	office,	just	him	and	his	buddy.	Life’s	good,	they’re	their	own	bosses,	cash	is	flowing	at	just	the	right	amount.	But	then	this	postcard	arrives,	and	with	it,	trouble.	As	if	you	look	very	closely	at	the	sheep,	one	of	them	is	anything	but	ordinary.	The	race	is	now	on	to	find	this	very	special	sheep,	with	the	clock	ticking	until	our	man	loses	it	all.”Maybe	my	eyes	were	playing	tricks	again.	Or	maybe	somebody	did	actually	spill	coffee	on	that
sheep’s	back.‘There’s	this	faint	stain	on	its	back.’‘That	is	no	stain.’	said	the	man.	That	is	a	star-shaped	birthmark.’	“	With	the	help	of	his	new	girlfriend	who	has	exquisite	ears,	he	sells	his	portion	of	the	business	to	his	friend	and	takes	off	on	an	adventure	to	the	other	side	of	Japan	to	find	the	sheep	who	is	the	key	to	it	all.Our	friend	Rat	(who	was	in	Murakami’s	first	two	novels	Hear	The	Wind	Sing	and	Pinball)	appears	here,	but	only	on	the	periphery.	Since	he	last	walked	out	of	J’s	Bar	in	the	early	novels,	he’s	been	travelling	around	Japan.	Both	to	lose	himself	and
find	himself.	He	only	keeps	in	touch	with	our	unnamed	protagonist	via	the	odd	ambiguous	letter,	with	no	return	address.	The	postmarks	show	the	trajectory	of	his	travels.	The	Sheep	is	very	much	a	part	of	his	journey.It	was	nice	to	see	J	from	J’s	Bar	make	an	appearance	here	too.	While	time	does	not	stand	still,	J	remains	unchanged.	Still	very	much	the	same	calm,	Zen-like	manner.	New	bar,	new	view,	but	still	J’s	Bar.It’s	interesting	in	that	so	much	of	this	story	reminded	me	of	David	Mitchell’s	Ghostwritten	in	that	there	is	a	thread	here	that	deals	with
transference	of	a	living	entity	entering	the	body	of	another	in	order	to	survive.	Which	is	where	the	all-powerful-sheep	comes	into	play.	The	other	curious	coincidence	is	that	The	Sheep	has	a	star	shaped	mark	on	its	back,	which	harks	back	to	the	comet	shaped	birthmark	that	appears	on	the	skin	of	so	many	characters	across	many	of	Mitchell’s	novels.”	The	sheep	that	enters	a	body	is	thought	to	be	immortal.	And	so	too	the	person	who	hosts	the	sheep	is	thought	to	become	immortal.	However,	should	the	sheep	decide	to	escape,	immortality	goes.	It’s	all	up	to	the
sheep.People	who	are	abandoned	by	the	sheep	are	called	the	‘sheepless’.”	Hmmmmmmmm…no	wonder	everyone	is	looking	for	The	Sheep.The	Sheep	Professor	and	a	manic-depressive	living	wild	in	the	mountains	wearing	a	sheep	onesie	are	eccentric	and	intriguing	to	say	the	least.	It’s	an	odd	book	with	a	high	quirk	factor.What	does	any	of	it	mean?	Only	Murakami	knows.If	you	like	your	adventures	ovine,	and	have	a	bit	of	a	soft	spot	for	our	woolly	friends,	this	is	the	book	for	you.3.5	quirky	stars.“We	habitually	cut	out	pieces	of	time	to	fit	us,	so	we	tend	to	fool
ourselves	into	thinking	that	time	is	our	size,	but	it	really	goes	on	and	on.”2023-books	contemporary	japonais	June	1,	20121.5/5What	the	f***	did	I	just	waste	a	week	of	my	life	reading?	Why	couldn't	I	stop?	Why	was	I	enthralled?	What	was	lost	in	translation?	I	felt	like	I	was	stuck	in	a	dream	but	couldn't	wake	up.	I've	never	so	willingly	subjected	myself	to	crazy	sh*t	before.	Something	kept	me	reading,	likely	the	philosophy	and	the	mood/environment	descriptions	taking	on	characterizations	all	their	own,	but	that's	where	the	praise	stops.	It	stops	HARD.I	could	not
recommend	this	book	to	anybody,	ever.	It	was	"okay".	A	two	star.	I	gave	it	and	extra	1/2	star	for	rediculous	originality	mashing	reality	with	bat-sh*t	crazy	fantasy.Read	if	you	like	to	wrack	your	brain	with	subtle	hints,	Japanese	history,	liquor,	cigarettes,	non-sense	dialogue	and	lazy,	unmotivated	protagonists	who	rarely	exhibit	rage,	confusion,	or	doubt	given	the	irrational	and	insane	things	occuring	in	the	world	around	him.No	amount,	I	mean	no	amount	of	spirituality	or	literary	beauty	can	save	this	one.	This	was	barely	fun	to	read	and	is	frustrating	as	all	hell.
How	this	book	can	be	given	above	a	3.5	staggers	me,	and	all	the	5	reviewers	are	literary	elitist	that	want	to	be	in	some	sort	of	"I	get	it"	club,	like	since	I	don't	appriciate	his	crazy	sh*t,	I'm	uncultured	or	incapable	of	higher	thought.	No	matter	the	language	this	novel	is	in,	no	matter	who	describes	their	opinions	and	interpretations	to	me,	I	will	never	change	my	star	rating	for	this	book.	It's	a	book	that	depends	entirely	on	the	readers	interpretations.	Only	certain	things	are	"fact"	in	this	brain-pounding	novel,	and	besides	the	ideas	or	reinvention	of	one's	self,
people	can	make	up	any	reasonings	and	answers	for	this	creative	writing	experiment	and	support	whatever	arguments	they	want.	You	can	be	right,	you	can't	be	wrong.	You	can	only	be	mind-fu*ked.You	can't	compare	the	two,	but	Norwegian	Wood	by	Murakami	runs	literary,	thematic,	and	emotionally-statisfying	circles	around	"A	Wild	Sheep	Chase."	I	need	a	brandy	like	the	Sheep	Man.Fu*k	this	book.big-let-down	read-in-2011-or-2012Jaclyn~she	lives!	catching	up	on	reviews~May	10,	2023I	don't	think	I	will	ever	think	about	sheep	the	same	way	again.Note:
None	of	the	characters	in	this	novel	have	names;	they	are	mutable	characters,	disposable	and	fleeting—	to	readers	and	to	each	other.Anyone	of	them	could	be	you.A	Wild	Sheep	Chase	is	a	story	about	searching	for	purpose,	taking	the	good	things	you	have	for	granted,	not	living	up	to	your	potential,	the	dangers	of	power….	and	yes,	sheep.	Lots	and	lots	of	sheep.	And	ears.It	is	difficult	to	define	the	genre,	or	even	summarize	the	plot.	So	much	happens	in	A	Wild	Sheep	Chase,	and	yet	it	happens	at	a	snails	pace.	Essentially	our	unnamed	narrator	gets	divorced,	gets
a	new	girlfriend	with	powerful	ears,	and	stumbles	his	way	into	an	otherworldly	sheep	enterprise.	Through	no	design	of	his	own,	the	unnamed	narrator	is	thrust	into	a	quest	to	find	a	sheep	that	should	not	exist	with	a	star	on	its'	back.	This	sheep	has	the	power	to	enter	people	and	exists	like	a	kind	of	mutually	beneficial	parasite...it	uses	its'	human	host	to	gain	power	in	the	human	world,	and	the	human	benefits	by	this	power.	But	when	it	is	done	with	its'	host,	it	leaves	them	in	a	state	of	frustrated	impotence.It	is	a	good	metaphor	for	the	allure	and	danger	of	power,
as	well	as	the	loss	of	identity	that	can	happen	when	power	or	purpose	is	lost.You	could	call	this	a	detective	novel,	you	could	call	it	a	coming	of	age	novel	from	the	perspective	of	a	man	past	his	prime,	you	could	call	it	a	mystery,	you	could	also	call	it	a	philosophical	examination	of	post-war	japan's	generation/psyche.	You	can	also	definitely	call	it	magical	realism.I've	now	read	Murakami's	first	three	works.	Of	Hear	The	Wind	Sing,	Pinball,1973,	and	A	Wild	Sheep	Chase,	A	Wild	Sheep	Chase	is	the	best.	None	of	these	books	are	perfect.	But	with	A	Wild	Sheep	Chase
Murakami	comes	closer	to	the	writing	that	I	absolutely	loved	in	The	Wind-Up	Bird	Chronicle	and	After	Dark.Thematically	Murakami	is	still	concerned	with	identity:	both	the	identity	we	portray	to	others,	and	the	inner,	more	secret	identity.	He	also	continues	to	mull	over	meaning	and	finding	purpose	in	life.	Murakami	writes	urban	ennui	like	no	one	else	I've	ever	read	before.”My	biggest	fault	is	that	the	faults	I	was	born	with	grow	bigger	each	year””I	guess	I	felt	attached	to	my	weakness.	My	pain	and	suffering	too.	Summer	light,	the	smell	of	a	breeze,	the	sound
of	cicadas	-	if	I	like	these	things,	why	should	I	apologize?”The	novel	opens	with	a	funeral.	It	is	bleak	and	out	of	context,	and	doesn't	appear	to	fit	with	the	rest	of	the	novel.	But	if	you	consider	how	Murakami	is	questioning	life	and	its	meaning,	it	ultimately	makes	sense	to	open	with	the	loss	of	someone	else's	life.	Through	the	course	of	the	novel	Murakami	makes	readers	ask	questions	like:	Does	anything	matter?	Does	what	I	am	doing	matter?	Does	life	have	meaning?	Does	this	journey	have	a	purpose?The	narrator	wonders	as	much	himself,	as	he	delves	deeper
into	the	quest	he	has	been	forced	into.	His	physical	journey	begins	to	mirror	his	mental	journey.	My	main	qualm	with	this	novel	is	that	the	first	half	pales	in	comparison	to	the	second.	The	second	half	of	the	novel	is	a	different	beast,	and	it	is	so	good	that	if	the	entire	novel	was	like	the	second	half	this	would	easily	be	five	stars	for	me.	The	ending	is	near	perfect.	Everything	from	the	Dolphin	Hotel	on,	but	especially	once	they	arrive	in	Hokkaido.	I	feel	that	if	the	first	168	were	condensed	to	100,	or	even	75,	the	novel	itself	would	read	much	more	concisely.	But	this
is	early	Murakami	we're	talking	about.	Nothing	is	concise,	everything	is	up	to	interpretation,	endless	layers	of	meaning,	or	even	NO	meaning,	are	available.I	read	an	article	that	described	this	novel	as	labyrinthine	and	I'm	inclined	to	agree.	There	are	so	many	different	ways	to	interpret	this,	so	many	different	ways	to	read	this.	For	my	part,	I	tended	to	read	through	the	lens	of	identity	and	of	personal	purpose.	This	interpretation	worked	for	me,	but	maybe	it	won't	for	you.	That's	the	beauty	of	Murakami's	crazy	labyrinthine	writing.”The	song	is	over.	But	the
melody	lingers	on.”authors-japanese	country-japan	genre-asian-fiction	December	6,	2010Thank	you	again,	brian	tanabe!Books	like	these,	I	feel	like	a	child	who	has	finally	graduated	to	the	grown-up	table	only	to	find	that	the	cultery	is	too	big	and	sharp,	the	edge	of	the	table	is	level	with	my	eyes,	and	the	conversation	always	above	my	head.	But	no!	I	refuse	to	be	demoted	back	to	the	kids'	table	with	all	the	babies!	I	wanna	eat	here	and	contribute	to	the	discussions	about	whether	a	vacation	home	in	Hawaii	or	the	SE	islands	would	be	better	(so	boring...zzzz....)
and	did	you	catch	when	the	bridesmaid	tripped	and	fell	on	the	groom	hahahaha	oops	there's	a	kid	here	(*eyes	snap	open*	what?)	and	the	land	war	brewing	in	Asia	and,	and,	whatever	it	is	grown-ups	talk	about.	Which	is	still	mysterious	to	me.I'm	reminded	of	when	I	tried	to	read	The	Crying	of	Lot	49	with	Elizabeth	and	Ceridwen	(you're	supposed	to	flip	back	and	forth	between	their	posted	reviews	to	get	the	full	conversation).	It	was	such	a	treat	to	listen	to	them	tear	into	the	book!	I	didn't	understand	a	word	of	it!	Pass	the	peas,	please.The	confusion	Pynchon
brought	was	similar	to	the	confusion	from	Murakami	for	me,	but	I	tried	to	watch	for	all	those	double-meaning	grown-up	things	for	this	book.	With	the	main	character	and	mysterious	Boss	in	a	tightly	controlled	advertising	industry,	sheep	everywhere,	a	girlfriend	with	special	ears,	and	a	quest	to	find	the	meaning	of	a	certain	photo,	I	think	it	may	be	something	about	control	of	information	and	loss	of	individual	will	that	comes	with	lack	of	accurate	facts?	Well.	Maybe.	I	wasn't	sure	about	the	significance	of	the	disolving	of	the	main	character's	patched-together	life
at	the	beginning.	At	the	end,	I	wondered	if	the	character	had	gone	insane.	The	magic-y	bits	were	unexpected.I	wonder	if	it	would	be	better	to	ramp	up	to	Murakami,	since	I've	always	had	difficulty	with	English	and	Literature	classes	in	school	and	then	all	my	training	and	work	is	for	such	literal	things,	where	metaphors	are	not	used	and	a	sheep	is	just	an	animal	that	requires	passage	from	field	to	stream.	After	reading	reviews	of	others	who	love	Murakami	(notably,	BenH),	I	know	I'm	missing	much	beauty	and	meaning.But	then	I	read	something	like	this,	and	I
feel	better.	In	my	larval	stage	of	lit	appreciation,	it's	too	easy	to	attempt	to	take	on	other	opinions	instead	of	concentrating	on	my	own.	Another	reason	for	loving	gr,	all	the	varying	loves	and	hates	for	the	same	things.babble-added	goodreader-gave-to-me	lit-huh-raryJune	29,	2024„Колкото	и	да	набирахме	скорост,	беше	невъзможно	да	избягаме	от	скуката.	Обратно,	колкото	по-бързо	се	движехме,	толкова	повече	хлътвахме	в	скуката.	Ах,	естеството	на	скуката!“Хареса	ми	сюрреалистичното	„Преследване	на	дива	овца“,	но	не	успя	да	ми	впечатли
колкото	очаквах.	За	мен,	тази	книга	е	симпатичен	литературен	сън!	Сюжетът	е	доста	шантав	и	заплетен,	като	Мураками	отново	обръща	внимание	на	т��пичните	за	своето	творчество	теми.	Главният	герой	има	обикновен	и	скучен	начин	на	живот,	обаче	към	даден	момент	се	оказва	забъркан	в	загадъчни	перипетии...„В	аквариума	на	паметта	ми	винаги	беше	късна	есен.“„Времето	наистина	е	едно	дълго,	непрекъснато	парче	плат,	нали?	Обикновено	режем	късчета	време,	които	да	ни	подхождат,	затова	се	заблуждаваме	да	мислим,
че	времето	ни	е	по	мярка,	то	обаче	продължава	да	си	тече	и	тече.“„	Познанието	е	фантазия	—	отсече	мъжът.	—	Да	приемем,	че	всичко,	което	ви	казвам	сега,	не	е	нищо	повече	от	думи.	Както	и	да	ги	редя	и	да	ги	пренареждам,	пак	няма	никога	да	успея	да	ви	обясня	формата	на	Волята,	която	Шефа	притежаваше.	Обяснението	ми	няма	да	покаже	нищо	друго,	освен	връзката	между	самия	мен	и	Волята	чрез	връзка	на	словесно	равнище.	Така	отхвърлянето	на	познанието	е	свързано	с	отхвърлянето	на	езика.	Защото	когато	тези	два
стълба	на	западния	хуманизъм	—	познанието	на	индивида	и	еволюционната	приемственост	—	изгубят	значението	си,	езикът	също	се	обезсмисля.	Индивидът,	какъвто	го	познаваме,	престава	да	съществува	и	всичко	се	превръща	в	хаос.	Вие	преставате	да	бъдете	неповторимо	създание	само	по	себе	си	и	съществувате	просто	като	хаос.	За	разума	съществуването	е	комуникация,	а	комуникацията	е	съществуване.“July	26,	2020Forse	accade	a	molti	di	sperimentar,	in	un	momento	qualsiasi	della	loro	vita,	uno	spasmodico	desiderio	di	potere,	di
successo,	di	esser	altro,	di	abbandonar	i	panni	sino	a	quel	momento	indossati	e	trasformarsi	in	qualcosa	di	meraviglioso.	Ma	è	solo	un'illusione	di	breve	durata	e	che,	a	seguire,	getta	chi	l'ha	accolta	nel	più	cupo	sconforto.	Solo	chi	ha	la	forza	di	rimaner	se	stesso	e	non	cedere	alle	lusinghe	di	tali,	facili	risultati,	può	infine	sperar	di	viver	la	propria	vita	con	fierezza	e	compiacimento.	Senza	rimorsi	o	rimpianti.October	5,	20205/5starsSuch	an	amazing	reread!October	4,	2022Während	der	Lektüre	dieses	frühen,	manche	sagen	ersten	Romans	von	Murakami	habe	ich
mir	ein	paar	Dokustückchen	über	Hikikomori,	Karoshi	und	dergleichen	angeschaut:	soziale	Phänomene	in	Japan,	die	symptomatisch	für	die	aus	Konformismus	und	Leistungsgedanken	entstandenen	Probleme	stehen.	Abgehängte,	Überforderte,	Lebensmüde,	sich	selbst	vorzeitig	Wegrationalisierende.	Auch	die	Eigenart	vieler	Japaner,	die	eigenen	Gefühle	nicht	außerhalb	der	Kernfamilie	zu	thematisieren	(oder	nicht	mal	hier	+	nicht	jeder	hat	diese)	tragen	zur	Isolation	und	psychischen	Erkrankung	bei.	So	sehr	ich	dieses	Land	bewundere,	die	sozialen
Verwerfungen	der	Leistungsgesellschaft	fern	traditioneller	Bindungen	scheinen	noch	gravierender	als	hierzulande,	wo	sich	eine	laute	Linke	dafür	auf	die	Fresse	geben	lassen	muss,	dass	sie	humane	Verhältnisse	auch	für	die	Nicht-Führungsebene	fordert.	Danke,	liebe	gewerkschaftlich	organisierte	Sozialdemokratie.	Einen	Zugriff	auf	die	Vereinsamung	haben	wir	in	Deutschland	leider	ebenfalls	nicht.	Kirche	und	Kommunismus	haben	da	beide	nicht	so	abgeliefert.	Schade.Warum	mache	ich	mir	diese	Gedanken,	während	ich	ein	recht	schmales	Buch	lese,	das	die
meisten	Leser	eher	als	vergnüglich	denn	als	trist	bezeichnen	würden?Weil	mich	die	Frage	beschäftigt,	wie	Murakami	auch	in	Japan	der	Bestseller	wurde.	Welche	Wünsche	sticht	er	an,	was	schmeckt	den	einheimischen	(und	weltweiten)	Lesern	so	gut?Gar	nicht	einfach	zu	beantworten.	Aber	was	auffällt,	ist	die	mehrfach	betonte	Mittelmäßigkeit	unseres	namenlosen	Helden,	er	scheint	ganz	passiv	und	wider	Willen	in	sein	Abenteuer	um	ein	besonderes	Schaf	zu	geraten.	Weder	als	klug,	noch	lustig,	charmant	oder	schön	sieht	er	sich	-	ein	Jedermann	also.	Das
kokettiert	mit	uns.	Außerdem	legt	Murakami	eigentlich	mehr	Gewicht	auf	die	Wiederholung	von	bekannten	Elementen	als	auf	rasante	Plot-points.	Immer	wieder	trinkt	er	Bier	oder	Whiskey,	hört	Jazz,	liest	Sherlock	und	Dostojewski,	raucht	Unmengen	an	Zigaretten	und	beglückt	natürlich	die	Frauenwelt,	die	sich	rasch	in	ihn	verliebt.	Dabei	entsteht,	ähnlich	wie	bei	Camus,	eine	durchaus	einnehmende	Reihung	sinnlicher	Befriedigung,	die	vielleicht	gerade	aufgrund	des	Mangels	an	komplizierter	Lebensziele	für	Leser	so	nachahmenswert	ist.	Obwohl	der
Murakami-Held	kaum	Sinn	im	Leben	sucht	/kennt,	noch	mit	vielen	Menschen	zu	tun	hat,	wirkt	er	zufrieden	in	seiner	Mittelmäßigkeit.	Dass	unser	Erzähler	nicht	reflektiert,	macht	den	Stoff	bündig	und	rasant,	ihn	selbst	aber	auch	zur	ungefüllten	(oder	leserwunschgefüllten)	Hülle.	ACHTUNG:	GEMÄẞIGTER	SPOILERGanz	dazu	passend	finde	ich	das	Buch	dort	stark,	wo	es	in	der	Schilderung	eines	Moments	verharrt,	zum	Beispiel	wenn	ein	Bier	am	Meeresstrand	getrunken	und	wütend	weggeworfen	wird.	Wenn	er	im	Schnee	auf	Hokkaido	ein	Würstchen	mit	Ei
brät	und	danach	Conrad	liest.	Da	schreibt	Murakami	pointiert	und	durchaus	lustig,	und	das	Gefühl	entsteht	im	Leser.	Bemerkenswert	schwach	finde	ich	hingegen	seine	Erklärungen	der	"magischen"	Plot-Elemente.	Da	wird	aus	unserem	kettenrauchenden,	trinkenden	Mersault-Epigonen	rasch	ein	Wirtshausphilosoph,	der	mit	Begriffen	wie	Zufall,	Chaos,	Ewigkeit	um	sich	wirft.	Auch	das	Ende	(also	die	Aufdeckung	des	Ziels	des	Schafs)	ist	auf	Trash-Niveau	angesiedelt,	oder	was	genau	erklärt	die	erwünschte	"Ausradierung	aller	Unterschiede"?	Das	wirkt	dann
eher	so,	als	wäre	die	Story	samt	Auflösung	eher	Beiwerk.Vorläufiges	Fazit	zu	diesem	Buch	(das	mich	vor	allem	wegen	seiner	japanischen	Provenienz	sehr	zum	Grübeln	anregt):	Oft	super	geschrieben	und	mit	einer	zumindest	oberflächlich	definitiv	einnehmendem	Erzähler-Instanz	ausgestattet,	die	aber	(Japan-like?)	nie	über	den	inneren	Fühl-	und	Grübelapparat	berichtet	(z.	B.	Scheidung	von	Ex)	und	deren	Frauenbild	auf	der	Therapie-Couch	mal	angesprochen	werden	sollte.	Dieser	Sexismus	steckt	Mura...	ähh	dem	Erzähler	so	tief	in	den	Knochen,	dass	er	ihn
sicher	nicht	bemerkt.	Dazu	mehr	in	meiner	YT-Rezi.6	von	10	SchafenJuly	19,	2022No	era	lo	que	me	esperaba,	me	esperaba	un	hombre	hablando	con	un	carnero	en	plan	sabio	o	algo	así		pero	lo	mejor	de	este	libro	no	es	lo	que	se	nos	dice	sino	lo	que	se	lee	entre	líneas.	Me	ha	conquistado.	Displaying	1	-	30	of	8,643	reviewsGet	help	and	learn	more	about	the	design.	A	Wild	Sheep	Chase	by	Haruki	Murakami	is	a	wonderful	combination	of	fantasy,	mythology,	mystery,	comedy,	and	drama	that	leads	the	reader	through	the	journey	of	one	man's	quest	for	his	own
identity,	as	well	as	for	a	very	special	sheep.	Along	the	path,	the	man	learns	that	not	everyone	is	as	they	appear,	that	there	are	forces	beyond	one's	control,	and	that	even	the	weakest	person	can	be	a	hero.	In	addition,	he	finds	that	in	the	end,	it	is	his	own	mediocrity	and	selfish	view	of	life	that	is	responsible	for	much	of	his	undoing.	The	main	character,	who	remains	unnamed	throughout	the	novel,	is	an	advertising	executive	whose	existence	is	one	of	self	absorption	and	meritocracy.	His	meaningless	life	has	no	true	emotional	ties	for	him,	and	he	lives	each	day	as
he	did	the	previous,	without	any	real	passions,	desires,	or	dreams.	His	wife,	unable	to	contend	with	his	lack	of	emotion,	has	left	him	for	one	of	his	friends,	and	even	this	seems	to	affect	him	only	peripherally.	His	current	girlfriend,	a	kind	woman	with	a	pleasant	outlook	on	life,	is	a	prime	focus	of	his	life.	However,	this	is	primarily	due	to	her	ears,	which	he	describes	as	marvels	of	creation	that	contain	special	powers.	Throughout	the	entire	novel,	no	character	is	referenced	by	name.	The	man	finds	himself	as	the	recipient	of	a	photograph	from	a	friend,	the	Rat.
After	using	it	in	an	advertisement,	the	man	finds	himself	bent	to	the	will	of	the	Boss,	an	underground	right	wing	shadow	figure	who	runs	much	of	the	political,	financial,	and	social	empire	of	Tokyo.	The	Boss	is	dying	and	sends	a	messenger	to	inform	the	man	that	he	has	one	month	to	locate	one	of	the	sheep	in	the	photograph,	or	he	will	be	financially	ruined,	at	best.	The	man	and	his	girlfriend	travel	across	Japan,	meeting	several	characters	along	the	way	who	lead	them	to	the	conclusion	that	the	sheep	is	a	metaphysical	being	who	uses	its	host	to	perform	acts	in
an	effort	to	create	a	united	front,	with	the	sheep	at	the	helm.	In	the	end,	it	is	only	through	the	Rat's	acceptance	of	his	weaknesses	and	the	man's	confrontation	of	his	own	meritocracy	that	the	sheep	is	able	to	be	defeated.	While	a	fantastical	tale	in	appearance,	A	Wild	Sheep	Chase	is	a	novel	about	isolation,	authority,	and	the	duality	of	good	and	evil,	as	well	as	the	story	of	one	man's	journey	to	find	himself.
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