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International outlaw motorcycle clubSons of Silence MCAbbreviationSOSMCFounded1966; 59years ago(1966)[1]FounderBruce Richardson[2]Founded atNiwot, Colorado, United States[2]TypeOutlaw motorcycle clubHeadquartersColorado Springs, Colorado, United States[3]Region International (35 chapters in the United States and Germany)
[4]Membership250500[4][5]Websitesonsofsilence.comThe Sons of Silence Motorcycle Club (SOSMC) is an international outlaw motorcycle club. Founded in Niwot, Colorado in the United States in 1966, the club has a membership of over 250, with 35 chapters based in 12 U.S. states and in Germany.[4] The Sons of Silence are the sixth-largest
motorcycle club in the world, behind the Hells Angels, the Bandidos, the Outlaws, the Pagans and the Mongols.[6]The United States Department of Justice has designated the Sons of Silence a criminal organization.[4]A Sons of Silence support T-shirt.The Sons of Silence Motorcycle Club was founded in Niwot, Colorado in 1966 by Bruce Gale "The
Dude" Richardson, who was living in Longmont after serving in the U.S. Navy from July 1958 to February 1960.[2] Richardson later left the club and died of natural causes in Scottsbluff, Nebraska on March 26, 2013.[7] The Sons of Silence's national headquarters were moved to Colorado Springs.[8] Another influential figure in the club's history was
Leonard Lloyd "]J.R." Reed, Jr. Also a navy veteran who served from 1965 until 1969, Reed succeeded Richardson as the Sons of Silence's national president in 1977 and held the position for twenty-two years.[9] In the 1990s, Reed and Richard Lester, an attorney and motorcyclist, formed the Colorado Confederation of Clubs, which improved
communication between motorcycle clubs and provided a means to avoid conflict.[1] Reed died at the age of 55 in Denver on June 20, 2003 and was given a club funeral featuring a large funeral procession of motorcyclists on Interstate 25.[9][10]The club is based primarily in the Mountain states and the Midwest.[1] The first chapter outside Colorado
was the Iowa chapter which was founded in 1968, and an alliance with the Hells Angels enabled the Sons of Silence to further expand.[11] There are now U.S. chapters in Arkansas, Colorado, Florida, Idaho, Illinois, Indiana, Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Minnesota, Mississippi, Missouri, North Dakota, South Dakota, Utah and Wyoming.[12] The first
international chapter was founded in Munich, Germany in 1998.[1] In 2001, additional German chapters were founded in Freising, Gangkofen and Nurnberg. Branches in Viernheim, Erding and Pfarrkirchen were established in 2007, 2010 and 2016, respectively.[13]A map issued by the DOJ in 1991, showing the locations of Sons of Silence chapters in
the United States.The Sons of Silence's insignia features an American eagle superimposed over the letter "A". The emblem is similar to, and inspired by, the Anheuser-Busch logo.[14] This insignia is worn as a patch that is sewn on the back of each full member's cut-off jacket (known as "colors"), along with assorted other badges featuring symbols
and phrases. The additional patches worn by Sons of Silence members commonly include the "1%" emblem and Totenkopf imagery.[1]The club's motto is "donec mors non separat ", a Latin phrase meaning "until death separates us".[14]The Sons of Silence organization is headquartered in Colorado Springs, Colorado.[3] The club has 30 chapters
located in 12 U.S. states and another five chapters in Germany,[4] with a combined total membership estimated at between 250[4] and 500.[5] Each chapter maintains a self-governing hierarchy, which typically consists of a president, vice president, secretary-treasurer, and sergeant-at-arms.[15]Sons of Silence members must be at least twenty-one
years old and own a Harley-Davidson or Indian motorcycle.[16] Members pledge oaths of loyalty and secrecy.[17]Criminal organizationSons of Silence MCSons of Silence colorsFounded1966[18]FounderBruce Richardson[2]FoundinglocationNiwot, Colorado, United States[18]Yearsactive1966presentTerritory30 chapters in 12 U.S. states, and 5
chapters in Germany[4]Membership (est.)250500[4][5]ActivitiesDrug trafficking, witness intimidation, extortion, prostitution, money laundering, weapons trafficking, motor vehicle theft, murder, assault[4]AlliesHells Angels MC[11]Iron Horsemen MC[19]RivalsOutlaws MC[11]The Sons of Silence are classified as an outlaw motorcycle gang by the
United States Department of Justice and have traditionally been considered part of the "big five" biker gangs, along with the Bandidos, the Hells Angels, the Outlaws and the Pagans.[4][11] The club has since been surpassed in membership size by the Mongols, however.[6] The Sons of Silence are involved in numerous criminal activities, including
murder, assault, drug trafficking, intimidation, extortion, prostitution operations, money laundering, weapons trafficking, and motorcycle and motorcycle parts theft.[4] The club is allied with the Hells Angels[11] and the Iron Horsemen,[19] and is a rival of the Outlaws.[11]The Sons of Silence are among the most active motorcycle club in Colorado.
The club maintains a number of chapters in the state, including in Colorado Springs, Fort Collins, Aurora, Grand Junction, and two in Denver. The Sons of Silence are involved in the distribution of methamphetamine at wholesale and retail levels in Colorado, obtaining the drug from Mexican drug cartels and also producing it themselves in Weld
County. The Coloradan chapters of the club also transport and distribute methamphetamine to other states, including North Dakota.[3]Six members Scott Bennigsdorf, John Barnard, Bobby Mann, Art Miller, Mark Wagar, and national president Bruce Richardson were charged with assault with a deadly weapon and jailed for their involvement in a bar
brawl in Colorado Springs on March 5, 1972. The brawl involved a total of twenty-two participants and was the result of a power struggle between the Sons of Silence and two other motorcycle clubs, the Dead Men and a group known as Philtown. Some of the Sons of Silence members arrested were involved in an alleged conspiracy to kill police and
kidnap the children of police officers earlier that year.[20]Sons of Silence member Brian Karl Young was convicted of criminally negligent homicide in the death of a sixteen-year-old girl who was killed when Young accidentally discharged a .22 caliber Ruger rifle that he had been making alterations to at the Sons of Silence clubhouse in Commerce
City on October 3, 1982.[21]Six members of the Sons of Silence Jack E. Houser, Jr., James Dean "Jimmy" Jahnke, Jerald W. Richardson, Larry Lee Richardson, Dennis Raymond Swingler and Ralph W. Vicory were convicted of conspiracy to manufacture and distribute methamphetamine after Houser, Jahnke, Swingler and Vicory were arrested on I-80
in Wyoming while transporting thirty-six pounds of the drug as well as a mobile drug lab obtained from Cecelia Martinez wife of the imprisoned Barhoppers Motorcycle Club president Glen Gary in Modesto, California on January 23, 1983 to Denver. The convictions followed an FBI investigation into the Colorado Sons of Silence which commenced in
September 1981 and was aided by FBI informant Beth Fisher, the divorced wife of club member Robert Fisher.[22]A Sons of Silence member was charged with the murder of a member of the Diablos Lobos gang who was killed in an Aurora bar amidst a turf war involving the groups in 1983.[23]Another bar fight involving the Sons of Silence and the
Invaders motorcycle gang at a Denver tavern resulted in a series of sporadic shootings. Sons of Silence biker Ron Bemis was shot to death in his driveway by Invaders member Alfred H. "Crazy Al" Mills, who was subsequently convicted of murder.[24]Sons of Silence member Paul Robert "P.K." Klein was shot and killed by Eugene Herbert Baylis at Jim
and I's Star Bar in Colorado Springs, where Klein was the bar manager, on April 17, 1993. Bar patron Steven Fairfax was also killed and five others were wounded.[25] Baylis, who was armed with an AK-47 assault rifle and four hand grenades, only stopped his shooting spree after he was shot and wounded by a police officer. Baylis claimed that Klein
had shot him with a pellet gun earlier that day and that he had gone to the bar to detain him until police had arrived. He was acquitted of murder and other charges in 1995 after his attorneys argued that he fired in self-defense.[26] Baylis would later be sentenced to three years in prison on federal weapons charges, and was killed in a shootout with
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) officers in May 2018.[27] The shootout at Jim and I's was the subject of "The Outlaw", episode 10 of season 6 of the Investigation Discovery documentary series Homicide Hunter.Sons of Silence president Leonard Ray Shipley was arrested by Colorado Springs police following an undercover operation in August
1993. Shipley was convicted in April 1995 of distribution and possession of methamphetamine, possession of a grenade simulator and being a special offender for having both a deadly weapon and illegal drugs,[28] and he was later sentenced to twenty-four years in prison.[23]On October 9, 1999, thirty-seven Sons of Silence members were arrested on
drug trafficking and illegal weapons charges after one of Colorado's largest federal undercover operations. The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms (ATF) raided a number of homes and properties in Colorado Springs, Commerce City and Fort Collins, and seized twenty pounds of methamphetamine, thirty-five guns, four hand grenades, two
suppressors, cash and motorcycles. The investigation began in 1997 and involved two undercover agents infiltrating the club.[29][23] Among those arrested were the club's national president Leonard Reed and vice-president Steven Kressin.[30] The club was featured in a 2009 episode of Gangland, which included interviews with one of the
undercover agents who infiltrated the club.Two men Stanley B. Glade and Justin W. Jeske were arrested after assaulting and robbing a Sons of Silence member at his home in Longmont on April 17, 2012. Glade and Jeske are allegedly former club members who were expelled.[31]The Sons of Silence, along with the Diablos, are the primary wholesalers
of methamphetamine in Vigo County, transporting the drug into the area via the Southwestern United States.[32]The first Sons of Silence chapter in Indiana was formed in the 1970s by Michael "Righteous Mike" Ramsey, a former member of the Outlaws who left that club in 1974 amid internal dissension and was granted permission by Sons of
Silence founder Bruce "The Dude" Richardson to establish an SOSMC chapter in Indianapolis. Ramsey went on to serve as national president of the Sons of Silence before retiring from the club.[33] He died of a heart attack at the age of 50, on March 10, 1991.[34][35] The Sons of Silence's expansion into Indianapolis prompted friction with the
Outlaws and, after a period of infrequent fighting in which members of the rival clubs would try to physically take the "colors" from opposing bikers, a war erupted following the July 1978 near-fatal stabbing of Outlaws member Dale "Dummy" Larque during a bar fight on the city's Westside.[36] The conflict between the Sons of Silence and the
Outlaws in Indianapolis in the late 1970s and early 1980s resulted in a number of murders, including those of two girlfriends of SOSMC members.[33]On March 5, 1980, two gunmen opened fire with automatic rifles on the Outlaws' clubhouse at 1210 East Ohio Street, killing Outlaws national vice president Thomas Walter "Satan" Reeves. Hours
before the shooting, members of the Sons of Silence and the Outlaws drank together at a bar on the Eastside of Indianapolis. Sons of Silence bikers were then marched from the Outlaws' clubhouse at gunpoint after entering the premises.[36] Sons of Silence Indianapolis chapter vice president Steven Wayne "Crescent Wrench" Kressin was the alleged
killer of Reeves, using an AK-47 assault rifle.[23][33] On October 4, 1980, Lisa J. Reimer, the girlfriend of a Sons of Silence member, was shot in the back of the head and killed during a shootout on an entry ramp to Interstate 465 while riding as a passenger on a motorcycle.[36] The murder remains unsolved,[37] although police theorized that the
shooting was caused by an Outlaws ambush and that the intended target was Daryl W. "Wino" Sturges, president of the Indianapolis Sons of Silence chapter from June 1978 to October 1980. Sturges' girlfriend, Lynda C. Massingale Rice, was stabbed to death on December 31, 1980.[38]On November 15, 1981, Outlaws member John "Big Jack" Slater
was left paralyzed after being shot with a .38 caliber pistol by Sons of Silence member Eric "Doc" Lewandowski outside the Sons' clubhouse. Slater was then bundled into a van and killed with a 12-gauge shotgun by another Sons of Silence member, Hendrick "Savage" Jansen. Lewandowski was convicted of voluntary manslaughter, while Jansen was
acquitted as he testified that he believed Slater was already dead when he shot him.[16] Bruce Birk Eastman was killed with a shotgun as he answered the door of the Sons of Silence Indianapolis clubhouse on 30 May 1984.[39][40]On February 24, 1991, a large group of Outlaws were attacked by several members of the Sons of Silence at a
motorcycle swap meet at the Indiana Convention Center in Indianapolis. Shots were fired, three people were wounded, and two Sons of Silence members were arrested. Twelve guns and numerous knives were seized by police.[11]Members and associates of the Indianapolis and Terre Haute chapters of the Sons of Silence were indicted in October
2011 following an FBI investigation into the club's activities known as "Operation Saw Mill".[41] Twelve people were convicted for participating in a methamphetamine ring that operated from approximately May 2010 until the arrests of most of the members of the organization on August 6, 2011. Phillip Mannebach, a member of the Terre Haute
chapter, was also convicted of orchestrating the abduction of his stepson which was carried out with the help of club hangarounds. The victim of the abduction had stolen approximately $5,000 in currency from Mannebach, who was sentenced to life in prison on April 8, 2013.[42]Sons of Silence members had a conflict with members of the Iron Order
Motorcycle Club in a business parking lot in Crawfordsville on April 27, 2014. Firearms, knives and bats were used, and injuries were reported.[43]Sons of Silence enforcer Ronald Merrill "Bad Ron" Gruber was sentenced to thirty-five years in prison for rape and assault in Black Hawk County in October 1977.[44] While in Iowa State Penitentiary, he
and another inmate were sued by two guards whom they assaulted. After being released, Gruber was one of a number of club members convicted on a 1994 federal racketeering charge. As a prisoner at FCI Greenville in Illinois in August 1996, Gruber was charged with the shotgun murder of Penny Jean Sternquist Weitzel, who was killed in Boone on
November 30, 1984.[45] In May 1997, Gruber pled guilty to second degree murder in her death and was sentenced to fifty years in prison.[46] He was paroled in 2012.[47]Sons of Silence member Clark Joseph Cook was convicted of possession of methamphetamine after he was found to be carrying a bag of the drug during a traffic stop by the Iowa
State Patrol on September 5, 1993.[48]Fourteen members or former members were indicted in Cedar Rapids in November 1994, charged with racketeering, money laundering, conspiracy and committing violence in aid of racketeering. Twelve were immediately arrested and eventually pleaded guilty or were convicted. Two others, Jeffrey Paul "No
Mind" Gruber and Robert "Bronc" McAlister, remained fugitives until being apprehended in Washington state in July 1996.[49] David Fairchild, who was one of the twelve convicted in 1995 and who received a twenty-five year prison sentence, began to cooperate with the government after his conviction and testified against Cedar Falls/Waterloo
chapter de facto leader and national vice-president Gruber, who was sentenced to life in prison.[50]Six members of the Boone Sons of Silence chapter Russell John Schoenauer, Robert Lee "Skunk" Norman, Gary Lee Walker, Daniel Lee Burns, Barry Craig Scarcello and Steven Lowell Henry were arrested by the ATF on April 4, 2001 on the charges of
trafficking cocaine, marijuana and methamphetamine, as well as firearms, throughout the state of Iowa.[51][52] Two others, Pelayo Jose "Tattoo Joe" Cuervo and William John Furlong, were also later apprehended.[53] Cuervo, Norman and Schoenauer the Sons of Silence's national treasurer were convicted of numerous narcotics and firearms offenses
related to a conspiracy to distribute controlled substances that lasted from 1978 through 2001. Norman was sentenced to twenty-nine years' imprisonment, Cuervo was sentenced to twenty-two years' and Schoenauer was sentenced to seventeen years'.[54]]Justin Carlson, age 38, from Sheffield, Iowa, who was the enforcer for the Northern Iowa
Chapter of the Sons of Silence Motorcycle Club was sentenced to 10 months in federal prison. He received the prison term after a March 19, 2021 guilty plea to one count of being a felon in possession of a firearm.In the guilty plea and sentencing proceedings, Carlson admitted that on April 5, 2020, Carlson, a convicted felon, and other members of
the Sons of Silence and another affiliated group confronted a motorcyclist, who was an off-duty police officer, claiming the officer needed permission from the Sons of Silence to wear one of the patches on the back of the motorcyclists jacket. In a subsequent search of Carlsons home in Sheffield, Iowa, officers recovered Carlsons Sons of Silence
motorcycle vest, which had a brass knuckles in the pocket, numerous items of Sons of Silence paraphernalia, and two firearms.Milton Charles "Barbwire" Wilson, the president of the Sons of Silence's Kansas City chapter, was charged in May 2014 with transporting a minor across state lines for prostitution, along with Kayla "Foxy" Pinkerton.[55]
Wilson transported Pinkerton and the victim to various locations in Missouri and Kansas in December 2013. Both plead guilty to the crime on April 1, 2015. In September 2015, Wilson was sentenced to ten years' imprisonment and Pinkerton was sentenced to sixteen months'.[56]In August 1984, Sons of Silence founder Bruce "The Dude" Richardson
was sentenced to six years in prison after pleading guilty to hiring Robert Leslie Konitski to organize the May 1984 abduction of Dr. Michael Roark from a Buffalo hotel. It was claimed that Roark owed Richardson's wife, Patricia Stranahan, approximately $260,000 after a failed business venture and that the abduction was an attempt to retrieve some
of this money after court proceedings to recover the funds had failed. As well as Stranahan, three others are sentenced in connection with the abduction, Michael Rattley, Robert Jordan and Ariel Falcon.[57]The Sons of Silence have established chapters in Bismarck, Fargo, Grand Forks, and Minot. The club is involved in methamphetamine trafficking
throughout North Dakota, typically using smaller, affiliated motorcycle gangs to distribute the drug at the retail level in order to gain insulation from law enforcement scrutiny. Mexican-produced methamphetamine is transported into North Dakota for distribution from Sons of Silence chapters in other states, primarily Colorado.[15]The Sons of
Silence are alleged to have ordered the murder of Williston rancher Jack Sjol who went missing in April 2013 and whose body was found in rural Williams County the following month.[58] Ryan Lee Stensaker was convicted of Sjol's murder on December 17, 2014 and was sentenced to life in prison.[59]Billy Joe Herman, an enforcer for the Sons of
Silence but not a member of the club, pleaded guilty in April 2019 to the October 12, 2015 murder of Amanda Stach Engst, who was killed on the Spirit Lake reservation. Herman strangled Engst and put her in the trunk of her car with the help of Crystal Johnson, his then wife. After beating Engst with a shovel, he dumped her tarp-wrapped body,
which was tied to cinder blocks, into the Sheyenne River. Her body was found on February 4, 2016. Herman was sentenced to life in prison for Engst's murder,[60] and Johnson was sentenced to twenty years in prison for her part as an accomplice.[61]A fire at a home in Fargo on October 31, 2019 was connected to a feud between the Sons of Silence
and Hells Angels, according to law enforcement.[62]A Sons of Silence member shot an Outlaws member in a bar fight in which two other Sons of Silence bikers were stabbed in Sturgis in August 1990.[63]While travelling to an annual motorcycle rally in Sturgis, South Dakota on August 5, 1997, seven Sons of Silence and Iron Horsemen members were
stopped by South Dakota Highway Patrol troopers as they travelled north on I-29 after police received reports of a group of motorcyclists running a car off the road. A subsequent search of the bikers and their motorcycles uncovered cocaine, marijuana, methamphetamine and loaded pistols. Ralph W. Durke and Heather Cook, a passenger on Durke's
motorcycle, were charged with possession with intent to distribute methamphetamine and cocaine, and concealment of a weapon with intent to commit a felony, while Steven Taylor was charged with possession of methamphetamine.[64]Sons of Silence members Cory Rutherford, Matthew James Wedgewood and Nicholas B. Hanson pleaded guilty to
charges stemming from an incident at a bar in Rock Springs in which they beat and robbed Bradley Chrisman, a member of the rival Bad 7 motorcycle club, of his colors on April 10, 2017.[65] The trio received suspended prison sentences in October 2017.[66]Rock Springs Sons of Silence President James King was charged on March 28, 2025 with
intimidating or impeding jurors, witnesses and officers.[67] The charge stemmed from an incident with his daughter, who is charged with shooting two men during an altercation between them and her boyfriend.[68]™ a b ¢ d e The Sons Of Silence: Everything You Need To Know Chris Flynn, hotcars.com (May 6, 2020) Archived April 2, 2023, at the
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In Bonfire Shooting Has Biker Gang Ties Cowboy State DailyOfficial websiteSons of Silence Germany websiteRetrieved from " motorcycle gangs have been a thorn in the side of US law enforcement since the 1960s. Today, these dangerous organizations are engaged in criminal activities on both coasts and throughout the American heartland. One-
percenter motorcycle clubsso named because the American Motorcyclist Association has said that 99 percent of motorcyclists are law-abidingrun drugs across the borders and participate in a litany of additional crimes, from contract killing to petty theft.Because of their prominent role in the American underworld, outlaw bikers have long been
mythologized in film, TV, and literature. Hunter S. Thompsons book Hells Angels brought the gangs ruthless behavior to light, and the popular TV show Sons of Anarchyrekindled Americas interest in the subculture. Along with the Hells Angels, gangs like the Mongols, Pagans, and Bandidos are active to this day.In fact, two high-ranking members of
the Pagans were recentlyhit with federal charges for allegedly beating a man they thought was aligned with Hells Angels. Reports circulating in March 2022 claimed that the same Pagans gang wasexpanding its baseof operations to New York City as well, despite 20 members being arrested and pleading guilty to racketeering charges. And abiker
brawl in Massachusetsinvolving dozens of people left seven people injured in May 2022. It took place at one of the gangs clubhouses. Other incidentslike a 2015 gun battleinvolving hundreds of bikers at a restaurant in Waco, Texas, in which nine people were Kkilled and 18 injuredare reminders that the gangs are both ruthless and here to
stay.Regardless of arrests and outright takedowns, its clear that biker gangs are alive and well. Below are the most dangerous outfits operating in America today.Territory: Eastern SeaboardApproximate membership: More than 500The Warlocks have such a brutal reputation that many outlaw bikers refuse to associate with them. The gang has a
history of extreme and wanton violence, including assaults on rival leaders and indiscriminate killings of police officers. The Warlocks are most active in Florida, where they have 11 chapters. Their influence also extends north of the border: in 2014, four members were arrested in a massive drugs and guns bust in Alberta, Canada.Territory: Detroit
(with several chapters scattered throughout the Midwest and South)Approximate membership: More than 300Based in Detroit, the Highwaymen are relatively small compared to the likes of the Outlaws and the Hells Angels. But that hasnt stopped them from disturbing the peace in the Motor City. The club was founded in the 1950s and has been the
subject of several large-scale investigations. The most recent, in 2007, led to the arrest of 40 members and associates on charges ranging from racketeering to police corruption. The gangs leader, Aref Scarface Nagi, was sentenced to 37 years.Territory: Scattered across the United StatesApproximate membership: 400+Some one-percenter jobs are
so dirty that even the most feared clubs in America wonttouch them. When thats the case, the gang calls in a support club, a smaller group that deals drugs and commits violent crimes at the mother clubs behest. The Black Pistons are the official support club of the Outlaws, and their members have been involved in crimes across the country,
including a drug distribution ring in Georgia, a barroom beat down in Michigan,and a grisly dismemberment in Illinois.Territory: SouthwestApproximate membership: 4,000The Vagos main business is coordinating drug smuggling from both sides of the Mexican border, but they were also involved in the assassination of a Hells Angels member in
Nevada in 2011. Oh, and they were accused of setting booby traps for police officers in California an accusation that led them to launch, and win, a defamation lawsuit against a local police department.Territory: Midwest and SouthApproximate membership: 250-275This Colorado-based gangis one of the smallest on our list, but what they lack in
numbers, they make up for in ruthlessness. The Sons of Silence have been embroiled in turf wars for decades. They initially carved out territory in Colorado, Arizona, and Kansas, and later aligned with the Hells Angels for protection. That made them a target for smaller clubs, which explains why a 1999 clubhouse raid turned up machine guns, pipe
bombs, and grenades.Territory: Eastern SeaboardApproximate membership: More than 1,000Formed in the late 50s, the Pagans didnt become a criminal organization until John Satan Marron took control in the late 60s and 70s. Today, theyre considered one of Americas Big Four outlaw motorcycle clubs and are widely feared for their ties to the
Italian Mafia and the Aryan Brotherhood. The Pagans are accused of producing and smuggling drugs on a large scale and have been implicated in numerous conspiracies, bombings, and weapons deals. In 2010, 19 members were arrested in New York for plotting to kill Hells Angels with homemade grenades. In 2018, a Rhode Island clubhouse bust
unveiled a large stash of illegal weapons, including a rocket launcher.Territory: The South, concentrated in TexasApproximate membership: More than 5,000They say everythings bigger in Texas, and the Bandidos Motorcycle Club is no exception. With more than 5,000 members worldwide, this San Leon-based gang is one of Americas biggest one-
percenter clubs. Their specialty is drug smuggling across the U.S.-Mexican border, and their members have been accused of multiple murders. The FBI considers them one of the Big Four outlaw motorcycle clubs a designation legitimized by their involvement in the Waco gun battle.Territory: Eastern and Central U.S.Approximate membership:
1,700Founded in 1936, the Outlaws are thought to be the worlds oldest outlaw motorcycle club, and theyve only become stronger with age. With over 1,700 members in hundreds of chapters, the Outlaws have massive influence over drug smuggling at the Canadian border andcontrol large swaths of the Great Lakes region. The clubs rap sheet
includes capital offenses across the nation. They may be the Hells Angels biggest, toughest rivals.Territory: Southern CaliforniaApproximate membership: 2,000The Mongols dont have the same nationwide influence as the Outlaws or Hells Angels, but in Southern California theyre as feared as anyone. Thanks to longstanding ties to the regions street
gangs, the Mongols seized control of SoCal from the Hells Angels in the 80s and have yet to relinquish it.The clubs beef with the Angels dates back decades. In fact, the Mongols were founded by bikers who were denied entry to the Angels because of their race. Today, most members are Hispanic or Native American.Territory: Nationwide (Strongest
presence in California)Approximate membership: 2,500When you think about outlaw motorcycle clubs, you probably think of the Hells Angels. This gang has become so well known that its actually incorporated in the U.S. and Canada. (Business dealings includesuing movies like Wild Hogs for copyright infringement).Legal businesses aside, the
roughly 2,500 hardcore members of this club deal in every manner of criminal pursuit, from wide scale drug dealing to racketeering. Their aggressiveness has led to long-simmering feuds with many of the other clubs on this list, including the Mongols in Southern California and the Outlaws along the Canadian border. These guys are the best-known
one-percenter gang for a reason.Territory: MidwestApproximate membership: UnknownFounded in the late 1960s in Michigan, the Avengers Motorcycle Club was involved in a war with the Iron Coffins and Forbidden Wheels clubs in the late 90s. With members engaged in racketeering, arson, assaults, and even firing at West Virginia State Troopers,
this gang attracted enough attention for the Pagans to put a hit on the leaders head.Territory: NortheastApproximate membership: 20 60 fully patched, as of 2015The Breed, formed in New Jersey in 1965, experienced rapid expansion in the 1980s and was at one point among the most feared one-percenter clubs in the northeast. Now headquartered
in Pennsylvania, its members have been arrested and charged with running protection rackets, sexual assaults, gang assaults, and the production and distribution of crystal meth.Territory: Centered in Detroit with chapters in the SouthApproximate membership: UnknownThis all-black one-percenter club was founded in Detroit in the late 1990s and
has been engaged in a long-running feud with the Wheels of Soul Motorcycle Club. Its members have been implicated in a number of murders, including the 2014 shooting of a Wheels of Soul member in Birmingham. They are also involved in drug distribution.Territory: NorthwestApproximate membership: More than 200Unquestionably one of the
best-named clubs on this list, Brother Speed was formed in Boise, Idaho, in 1969. Its members have a long history of distributing meth and assaulting rival gangs. And they dont just pick on smaller clubs these one-percenters have been known to tangle with the likes of the Mongols, as well.Territory: Centered in Detroit with chapters around the
countryApproximate membership: UnknownThe Chicago-formed, Detroit-based Phantom Outlaw Motorcycle Club is notable for its close ties to the Vice Lords street gang in fact, some members are pledged to both groups simultaneously. These ties have helped the Phantom Outlaws expand around America and hold their own in a series of violent
altercations with rival gangs and motorcycle clubs.Territory: TexasApproximate membership: UnknownThe Cossacks were founded in 1969 in Tyler, Texas, and have yet to expand outside the state. Unlike other clubs on this list, the Cossacks dont have a long history of drug-running or violent crime. However, they played a prominent role, alongside
the Bandidos, in the 2015 Waco shootout. That event alone earns them a place in infamy.Territory: Scattered across the United StatesApproximate membership: 100+Weve already discussed the role of support clubs in biker culture they do the dirty work of larger, more recognizable clubs. The Sons of Satan are the Pagans support club, and
considering the crimes that Pagans members have handled themselves, the Sons resume doesnt bear discussing.Territory: Scattered across the United StatesApproximate membership: More than 1,4000riginating in California in 1967, the Devils Disciples Motorcycle Club has spent the last several decades engaged in racketeering, drug trafficking,
robberies, and beatings. Now headquartered in Michigan, the club took a major hit in 2006 when members were convicted of involvement in the meth trade. On a lighter note, Dog the Bounty Hunter is a former member!Territory: Focused in New YorkApproximate membership: 100+As the name suggests, not much is known about the Unknown
Bikers except that theyre New York-based and have several clubhouses in the state. Oh, and you dont want to mess with them in 2016, a group of around a hundred members surrounded a Hells Angels clubhouse in Long Island after an altercation over patches. Anyone willing to confront the Angels should not be crossed.Territory: Scattered across
the United StatesApproximate membership: UnknownThese pieces of shit are not only drug trafficking murderers, but devoutly white supremacist drug trafficking murderers. Racism is rampant in outlaw biker culture, and the Diablos Motorcycle Club is one of its proud flag bearers. Plus, they were involved in a massive brawl with the Outlaws in May
2019 that left two people injured.Territory: Delaware and the mid-AtlanticApproximate membership: UnknownThunderguards Motorcycle Club is one of several all-black clubs that formed in response to other gangs exclusionary membership policies. Formed in Delaware in the 1960s, this one-percenter gang has a strong presence in mid-Atlantic
states like South Carolina and Georgia. Members have been linked to numerous crimes, including shootings and cocaine distribution.Territory: Scattered across the United StatesApproximate membership: Unknown; chapters in at least five countriesFeatured heavily in Hunter S. Thompsons Hells Angels, the Gypsy Joker Motorcycle Club was founded
in San Francisco but later forced out by the real Hells Angels. Today, their headquarters are in Oregon, and their preferred sources of revenue include meth peddling, thievery, and dealing in weapons. Members have also been accused of murder, conspiracy to commit murder, and torture. Not a pleasant group.Territory: MidwestApproximate
membership: 100E] Forastero (translation: the foreigner) is a classic example of a second-tier one-percenter gang. It doesnt have the reach of a club like the Outlaws or Hells Angels, but its members are plenty capable of distributing meth and stealing motorcycles. This gang was formed in Sioux City, Iowa, in the early 60s.Territory: Northeast and
MidwestApproximate membership: UnknownFounded in Cincinnati, Ohio, with chapters across the United States, the Iron Horsemens claim to infamy occurred in 1997, when three members beat an off-duty police officer to death in Maryland. The gang has also been involved in drug smuggling, weapons dealing, and shootouts across the Northeast
and Midwest.Territory: Scattered across the United StatesApproximate membership: Unclear one of the fastest-growing clubs in AmericaThe Sin City Deciples were formed as a black motorcycle club in Gary, Indiana in 1966; today, members come from all races, and many are military veterans. This is a fast-growing club that has expanded rapidly
across the United States. Members have been charged with everything from kidnappings to gun-running, and are known to handle minor transgressions with an iron fist.Territory: Western USAApproximate membership: UnknownThe Peckerwoods are another whites-only motorcycle club. They are included on this list because they commit racist
attacks. The less said about them, the better.Territory: Scattered across the United StatesApproximate membership: UnclearThe Iron Order Motorcycle Club is one of the most unusual entries on this list. It is made up predominantly of military and law enforcement members and claims to be a law-abiding club. However, ithasbeen involved in
numerous altercations with one-percenter gangs over the past several years. It may not be long until this group is considered a classic outlaw club.Territory: RussiaApproximate membership: More than 7,000America may be the birthplace of outlaw motorcycle culture, but dangerous clubs exist around the world. The Night Wolves are a Russian club
that receives funding directly from the Kremlin. Formed in 1989, the group acts as enforcers for Vladimir Putins ruling party and follows the Presidents strict moral framework, including hostility to the LGBT community.Territory: AustraliaApproximate membership: More than 2,000Australia has a massive biker culture. Many prominent American
clubs have chapters Down Under, but few can measure up to the Rebels. The club has thousands of members who dabble in every level of crime, including murder, drugdistribution, and auto theft.Territory: CanadaApproximate membership: More than 1,000Between 1994 and 2002, the Canadian province of Quebec was ground zero for outlaw biker
violence. During that time, the Hells Angels waged a brutal, bloody war against Rock Machine, a Montreal based one-percenter club. The conflict resulted in more than 160 deaths, including several innocent bystanders, and scores of injuries.The Sons of Silence Motorcycle Club is a Colorado-based motorcycle club known for its ruthlessness and
determination. Despite being smaller in size compared to other major clubs, with approximately 250 to 275 members, the Sons of Silence have left a lasting mark in the Midwest and Southern United States.Sons of Silence Motorcycle ClubThe Sons of Silence were founded in 1966 in Colorado, during the heyday of motorcycle club culture. Starting as
a regional club, they quickly gained notoriety for their aggressive expansion and fierce protection of their territory.The clubs emblem features an eagle clutching a skull, symbolizing strength and fearlessness. Their motto, Donec Mors Non Separat, translates to Until Death Separates Us, underscoring their commitment to brotherhood and loyalty.The
Sons of Silence initially established their presence in Colorado, Arizona, and Kansas. Over time, their influence extended to other parts of the Midwest and South, where they remain active today.With fewer than 300 members, the Sons of Silence are one of the smaller one-percenter clubs. However, their strong alliances and reputation for
ruthlessness have made them a significant force in motorcycle culture.To protect their territory and strengthen their position, the Sons of Silence formed an alliance with the Hells Angels Motorcycle Club, one of the most powerful motorcycle clubs in the world. This relationship helped shield them from larger rivals but also made them a target for
smaller clubs vying for dominance.The Sons of Silence have been embroiled in turf wars for decades. Their aggressive defense of territory often puts them at odds with other motorcycle clubs and law enforcement.The Sons of Silence have faced numerous legal challenges and controversies over the years.One of the most infamous incidents involving
the Sons of Silence occurred in 1999, when federal agents raided a clubhouse. The raid uncovered:Machine gunsPipe bombsGrenadesThis raid highlighted the Sons of Silences preparedness for violent confrontations and solidified their reputation for ruthlessness.Like many one-percenter clubs, the Sons of Silence have faced accusations of
involvement in illegal activities, including drug trafficking, weapons smuggling, and violent crimes.Despite their smaller size, the Sons of Silence Motorcycle Club have established themselves as one of the most formidable motorcycle clubs in the Midwest and South. Their strong sense of brotherhood, strategic alliances, and willingness to defend their
territory at all costs have earned them respect and notoriety in equal measure.The Sons of Silence Motorcycle Club may not be the largest motorcycle club, but their influence and legacy are undeniable. From their beginnings in Colorado to their fierce defense of territory across the Midwest and South, the Sons of Silence exemplify the resilience and
ruthlessness that define one-percenter motorcycle culture.For more insights into motorcycle clubs, explore articles on groups like the Hells Angels Motorcycle Club or the Outlaws Motorcycle Club, which share similar histories of influence and controversy. Share copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format for any purpose, even
commercially. Adapt remix, transform, and build upon the material for any purpose, even commercially. The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the license terms. Attribution You must give appropriate credit , provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes were made . You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in
any way that suggests the licensor endorses you or your use. ShareAlike If you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you must distribute your contributions under the same license as the original. No additional restrictions You may not apply legal terms or technological measures that legally restrict others from doing anything the license
permits. You do not have to comply with the license for elements of the material in the public domain or where your use is permitted by an applicable exception or limitation . No warranties are given. The license may not give you all of the permissions necessary for your intended use. For example, other rights such as publicity, privacy, or moral rights
may limit how you use the material. Click the banner to head on over to Insane Throttle Youtube Channel and subscribe for free daily videos on everything Biker.Fox 59INDIANAPOLIS, Ind. During a bold and never-before-seen show of presence in an attempt to establish territorial claim, four biker groups rallied in Indianapolis Saturday as IMPD
officers maintained a wary watch.Two long established Indianapolis biker gangs with approximately 130 motorcycles representing the Sons of Silence, the Outlaws and other allies, partnered up at a southeast side rally location before dispersing in small groups of a dozen or so riders to head for bars throughout the east side early Saturday
afternoon.Meanwhile, an apparently newly formed congregation of Hells Angels, many from Ohio but never previously represented in large strengths in central Indiana, was joined by other bikers, including the Black Pistons of Michigan, outside of a clubhouse location south of downtown.At both locations, and at a South Meridian Street bar, IMPD
patrol officers, motorcycle units, state and federal agents as well as a department helicopter, kept watch on the varied groups.Homeland Security Commander Brian Mahone, accompanied by four officers and FOX59, engaged the leadership of the Sons of Silence/Outlaws contingent in a conversation about expected traffic behavior as the bikers
prepared to set out on their various runs around Marion County.Mahone briefed the bikers on the officers intention to provide a safe traffic venue while advising the rival gangs to steer clear of one another during their travels.I know youre not going to say, Hey, officers, help us out, if there is trouble, said Mahone, but we intend to keep everyone
safe.l told em to ride today and drink tonight, the biker leader said he told his crews.One officer told FOX59, its no coincidence that the various bikers, numbering more than 200 riders in various locations, all chose Indianapolis as a location of their runs this weekend.The Indianapolis biker community has been in flux and suffered a loss of strength
and prominence during the past several years.After a heyday in the 1990s when open warfare and pipe bombings marked the rivalries of the gangs, multiple local and federal narcotics, murder and racketeering investigations into the Outlaws stripped that organization of its top generations of leadership, culminating in the October 2015 bulldozing of
the gangs E. New York St. headquarters after its seizure by U.S. Marshals.Since that time the group has been thought to be casting about for a new headquarters location which it may have secured at a mostly abandoned and rundown strip mall in southeast Marion County.After a period of quiet and relative inactivity, traffic has also increased at the
Sons of Silence fortress headquarters on W. Michigan Street in Haughville.The Hells Angels, the most notorious and legendary of the outlaw biker gangs, has never enjoyed a presence in Indianapolis, limiting its Indiana operations to the northwest corner of the state, according to multiple investigators and biker community sources.Within the last
month, Angels colors have been noticed on the backs of Harley-Davidson riders in the city as well as the renovation of a clubhouse on Bluff Road.More than 75 bikers sat in the hot afternoon sun outside that clubhouse today save for the 50 or so bikers that took a short spin around Monument Circle in a downtown crowded by construction and
thousands of high school band participants in competition at Lucas Oil Stadium.Three Metro patrol cars stood by the HA headquarters and one officer told Fox 59 News he enjoyed a civil conversation with the bikers and found many of them, like himself, to be military veterans.As the afternoon wore on, and intended south side bar rendezvous within a
short riding distance of the Angels headquarters did not materialize while other gangs confined themselves to other parts of the city, IMPD drew down its presence.At nightfall, only a handful of bikers remained outside the Angels headquarters.Investigators surmised that the bold presence of the Angels in Indianapolis at a time of perceived weakness
on behalf of the local Sons and Outlaws gangs led to todays muscle flexing.IMPD did not report any incidents involving the bikers but for one minor injury when a rider dumped his bike.A book that will light the biker scene on fire. Available on Kindle and all eBook formats September 1st. Pre-order sales starting Monday 8-13-18 for only $5.99. After
September 1St $11.99 Topic: Hells angels VS The Sons of Silence | THE HARDEST OUTLAW WAR Intro : Weve all heard about motorcycle clubs or seen them in movies.But today Were digging into the Ganglands of the gritty and dangerous world of motorcycle gangs, where loyalty, Fraternity, Brotherhood, and a fierce sense of independence
dominate and rule the road. In this episode, well look at one of historys most ferocious outlaw battles: the struggle between the famed Hells Angels and the Sons of Silence. Buckle up, because this is The Hardest Outlaw War. Hooks : What was the reason for the conflicts? and Disputes? And what was the role of law enforcement? So let us begin with
our episode Before we jump right into their war, lets rewind and take a look at the origins and expansion of these two infamous motorcycle clubs. Hells Angels: Expansion The club expanded rapidly in the post-war period, attracting members who shared a rebellious spirit and a love for the open road. By the 1960s, the Hells Angels had established
chapters across the United States and even internationally. The clubs name became synonymous with the outlaw biker lifestyle, and they developed A distinctive insignia featuring a winged skull. Activities and Reputation- The Hells Angels rose to prominence as a result of their engagement in a variety of illegal activities, including drug trafficking,
extortion, and violence. Their defiant appearance and combative stance toward law enforcement added to their mystique And helped to establish them as a symbol of the outlaw motorcycle club subculture. Sons of Silence: The Sons of Silence Motorcycle Club was founded in Colorado in 1966 by Bruce Gale The Colonel Richardson. [Photos and clips
can be shown]The club emerged during a period of increased interest in motorcycle Culture, and like the Hells Angels, it embraced the outlaw lifestyle. The founding members shared a passion for riding, brotherhood, and a desire to establish a presence in the motorcycle club scene. Expansion: In the years following its foundation, the Sons of Silence
expanded their influence, establishing chapters in various states. The club maintained a lower profile compared to some of its more infamous counterparts, but it developed a reputation for engaging in criminal activities, including drug trafficking and organized crime. Club Colors and Insignia: The Sons of Silence adopted distinctive colors and
patches, featuring a skull with a Native American headdress. The clubs insignia reflected its roots in the American West and added to the mystique surrounding the organization. Discuss our Hooks : [Video clips, interviews, and News reports must be shown here in an interactive way to engage the audience and also show news reports on Motorcycle
Club Conflicts ] Since the 1960s, outlaw motorcycle gangs have been a thorn in the sides of US law enforcement. These hazardous organizations are now involved in criminal activity on both coasts and throughout the American heartland. They smuggle drugs over borders and engage in a variety of other crimes, ranging from contract killing to petty
thievery. Because of their prominent role in the American underworld, outlaw bikers have long been mythologized in movies, TV shows, and literature. One of the primary catalysts for the war between the Hells Angels and the Sons of Silence was territorial disputes The Rivalry: The rivalry between the Hells Angels and the Sons of Silence emerged as
both clubs sought to establish dominance over territories, especially in the lucrative drug trade routes. This territorial ambition, combined with their rebellious and confrontational nature, set the stage for a prolonged and violent conflict. Over the years, this rivalry manifested in various clashes, including street battles, bombings, and attacks on
clubhouses. The war between the Hells Angels and Sons of Silence became emblematic of the broader conflicts within the outlaw motorcycle club subculture, characterized by a fierce sense Of loyalty, independence, and a willingness to use violence to protect and expand territory. The Outbreak of Violence: As tensions reached a boiling point, the
streets became battlegrounds for these two criminal motorcycle organizations. The eruption of violence was characterized by severe clashes, with each side attempting to exert supremacy. Shootouts, stabbings, and bombs became all too prevalent, indicating that this was no longer a rivalry but a full-fledged war. Innocent bystanders often found
themselves caught in the crossfire and chaos, and law enforcement agencies fought to keep the mayhem under control. The conflict between the Hells Angels and the Sons of Silence was out of control, leaving a path of destruction in its wake. The war wasnt confined to the streets alone, Both clubs carried out arson and bombing attacks on each
others clubhouses. The tit-for-tat nature of these strikes fueled the fight, with each side ready to strike harder than the last. THE ROLE OF LAW ENFORCEMENT And THE POLICE RAIDS : Throughout this turbulent time, law enforcement organizations battled to keep the bloodshed at bay. Some opponents say that certain parts of the law
enforcement community may have purposefully or unwittingly worsened the conflict by employing strong techniques against both clubs. What police did to control the chaos : Raids on clubhouses, arrests of key members, and continual surveillance intensified the Hells Angels and Sons of Silence feud. The battle evolved into a complex network of
criminality, law enforcement action, and a never-ending quest for dominance. THE IMPACT ON RESIDENTS : [News reports of towns and cities and clips can be shown] The Hells Angels vs. Sons of Silence fight had far-reaching implications for the neighborhoods Where these battles took place, not simply the clubs involved. Local residents were
terrified, businesses suffered, and the reputation of these once-peaceful areas was tainted by the threat of violence. In some instances, community leaders and activists tried to mediate, calling for an end to the bloodshed. However, their efforts often fell on deaf ears as the war between the Hells Angels and the Sons of Silence raged on. LEGACY of
the War : While the war officially ended, its legacy continues to linger. The Hells Angels and Sons of Silence are no longer publicly at odds, but there is still A sense of tension between them. The scars of the fight are still visible, acting as a continual reminder of the bloody conflict between these two infamous motorcycle organizations. The War and
Bloodshed come to an END? : The ferocity of the fight began to fade as the years passed. The cost to both teams, as well as the towns caught in the crossfire, grew too high. Many members risked imprisonment, and both the Hells Angels and the Sons of Silence concluded that the continuous battle was unsustainable. In the aftermath of the war,both
clubs experienced changes in leadership and internal dynamics. Some claim that the battle prompted introspection, leading both the Hells Angels and the Sons of Silence to reconsider their aims and public image.[a] CONCLUSION and CTA : And there you have it the harrowing tale of the outlaw war between the Hells Angels and the Sons of Silence.
Its a narrative of territorial disputes, bloodshed, and the long-lasting consequences for the towns caught in the crossfire. As always, if you appreciate this in-depth look at motorcycle club history, please like, share, and subscribe. And, of course, click the notification bell to remain up to speed on our most recent material. Until next time, remain safe
and curious. * Sons Of Silence The Hardest Outlaw Motorcycle Club Documentary * [a]Sound light heartedsource Share copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format for any purpose, even commercially. Adapt remix, transform, and build upon the material for any purpose, even commercially. The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms
as long as you follow the license terms. Attribution You must give appropriate credit , provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes were made . You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor endorses you or your use. ShareAlike If you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you must distribute
your contributions under the same license as the original. No additional restrictions You may not apply legal terms or technological measures that legally restrict others from doing anything the license permits. You do not have to comply with the license for elements of the material in the public domain or where your use is permitted by an applicable
exception or limitation . No warranties are given. The license may not give you all of the permissions necessary for your intended use. For example, other rights such as publicity, privacy, or moral rights may limit how you use the material. Sons Of Silence Motorcycle Club was founded in Niwot, Colorado in 1966 by Bruce "The Dude" Richardson.
Leonard Loyd Reed, known as JR, became the clubs President in the late 1970s and held this role for over 20 years. The Sons Nation currently stretches across America and Germany. Since the 1966 epochal Hell's Angels: The Strange and Terrible Saga of the Outlaw Motorcycle Gangs helped cement the image of motorcycle clubs as a drug-addled
danger to postwar society, the biker gang image has been largely defanged.The Hells Angels are more likely to make news for suing the film Wild Hogs than the kind of drug-fueled bacchanalia for which they were once famous.But Sunday's bloody confrontation in Waco, Texas, is a jolting reminder that some motorcycle gangs are still a violent force
in some parts of the country. This is not a bunch of doctors and dentists and lawyers riding Harleys, said Waco police Sgt. Patrick Swanton.The Department of Justice has identified seven motorcycle clubs that it believes are highly structured criminal enterprises, many of them allied in one form or another against the best-known gang, the Hells
Angels Motorcycle Club.A Justice Department report classifies such organizations as outlaw motorcycle gangs, and federal law enforcement authorities are focused on their alleged drug activity and possible connections to Mexican cartels. Mongols motorcycle club members are shown here. Mongols motorcycle club members are shown here. (U.S.
Department of Justice) The Southern California-centered Mongols Motorcycle Club has earned a reputation for violence since taking Los Angeles area turf from the Hells Angels, according to the Justice Department.A majority of the Mongols membership consists of Hispanic males who live in the Los Angeles area, and many are former street gang
members with a long history of using violence to settle grievances, according to the report.The Mongols have allied themselves with the Bandidos, Outlaws, Sons of Silence and the Pagans to compete for territory and members with the Hells Angels, the report says.The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives says it considers the
Mongols the most violent motorcycle club. Photos of the Bandidos motorcycle gang are shown here. Photos of the Bandidos motorcycle gang are shown here. (U.S. Department of Justice)The 900-member Bandidos Motorcycle Club is one of the two largest operating in the U.S., according to the Justice Department. The Bandidos are centered in the
West and South.The Bandidos are expanding in each of these regions by forming additional chapters and allowing members from supporting clubs, known as puppet or duck club members,' to join, according to the Justice Department report.Such members wear the colors and patches of a small local club but do the "dirty work" of the larger "mother
club," the government said. The smaller clubs can eventually become a new chapter of the larger club, in this case, the Bandidos. Photos of the Outlaws Motorcycle club are shown here. Photos of the Outlaws Motorcycle club are shown here. (U.S. Department of Justice)The Outlaws Motorcycle Club has 700 members in 86 chapters and is centered in
the upper Midwest, where they compete with Hells Angels for members. Some Outlaws chapter members have been accused of murder and kidnapping, and federal authorities say they believe much of the club's money is generated through the manufacture and distribution of methamphetamine.The Outlaws support club, the Black Pistons MC, was
established as recently as 2002 but quickly expanded across the U.S. and into Europe. The Outlaws also use the Black Pistons chapters to conduct criminal activity, especially for the transportation and distribution of drugs, according to the federal report. Photos fo the Hells Angels Motorcycle club shown here. Photos of the Hells Angels Motorcycle
club shown here. (U.S. Department of Justice)The best known motorcycle club may no longer be the largest. The Hells Angels has 800 members and the Justice Department says it suspects that some members are leading extortion rings, committing murders and moving drugs. The emblem of the Pagans Motorcycle club is shown here. The emblem of
the Pagans Motorcycle club is shown here. (U.S. Department of Justice)Primarily concerned with trafficking cocaine, methamphetamine and PCP, the smaller Pagans Motorcycle Club has 200 to 250 members who operate in 11 Mid-Atlantic states, according to the Justice Department. The Pagans are tied to criminal enterprises in Pittsburgh and
Philadelphia, and are connected to extortion rings, arson and murder, the government says. The emblem of the Sons of Silence Motorcycle club is shown here. The emblem of the Sons of Silence Motorcycle club is shown here. (U.S. Department of Justice)Centered in the Midwest, the Sons of Silence are small but have a reputation for violence,
according to the Justice Department. Numbering fewer than 250, the Sons of Silence have chapters in 30 states, and are dangerous enough that the Justice Department named them to its four motorcycle clubs of greatest concern.[Sons of Silence] have been implicated in numerous criminal activities, including murder, assault, drug trafficking,
intimidation, extortion, prostitution operations, money laundering, weapons trafficking, and motorcycle and motorcycle parts theft, according to the Justice Department. The emblem of the Vagos Motorcycle club is shown here. The emblem of the Vagos Motorcycle club is shown here. (U.S. Department of Justice)Operating on both sides of the U.S.-
Mexico border, the Vagos Motorcycle Club is active in the West and Southwest. Primarily concerned with the production and distribution of methamphetamine, Vagos members have also been charged with money laundering and insurance fraud, as well as more violent crimes, the Justice Department says. The Twin Peaks restaurant was the scene of
a motorcyle gang shootout that left nine dead. The Cossacks gang was among as many as five gangs involved. The Twin Peaks restaurant was the scene of a motorcyle gang shootout that left nine dead. The Cossacks gang was among as many as five gangs involved. (Erich Schlegel/Getty Images)Though less is known about the Cossacks, one of the
groups connected with Sunday's violence in Waco, they have a history with the Bandidos dating to at least 2013.0n Nov. 2, 2013, a fight broke out between the Bandidos and Cossacks motorcycle clubs outside Logans Roadhouse in Abilene. Five men were injured. A grand jury later indicted two men on suspicion of assault. One of them was the leader
of the Bandidos.The Cossacks were not cited in the Justice Department report.
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