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Steering is hard on low speed because it requires more steering input to turn the wheels. This is because the steering linkage is mechanically connected to the steering system, so the force required to turn the steering wheel is greater at slow speeds. The steering ratio is also different at low speed, requiring more input at the steering wheel to make
a given change, so the steering force is increased. Some vehicles also require more effort to turn the steering wheel in order to reduce drag and road noise. Finally, the tires may be designed to have different amounts of static toe and camber angles, requiring more effort to turn the wheels at low speeds than at higher speeds. How do you fix a
steering wheel that’s hard to turn? Fixing a steering wheel that is hard to turn can be a tricky endeavor, and one that should only be attempted by a professional for safety reasons. If the steering wheel is hard to turn, it could be due to a variety of different issues, such as lack of lubrication in the power steering system, a worn-out power steering belt,
a faulty power steering pump, or a leak somewhere in the power steering system. If you want to take it upon yourself to fix the problem, the first step would be to check the power steering fluid level, and add more if it’s low. Make sure to use the correct type of power steering fluid for your car. If the fluid level is good, the next step is to inspect the
power steering belt for cracks or other signs of damage. If the belt is worn or damaged, it should be replaced. If the power steering belt is in good condition, you will then need to inspect the pump and hoses for any signs of cracks or leaks. If there is an issue with the pump or any of the hoses, they should be replaced. If all of the above components
are in good condition, then it might be necessary to take the car to a mechanic to have the power steering system flushed, as this could help resolve any issues related to a lack of lubrication. No matter the cause of the issue, it is always best to have a mechanic inspect and service the power steering system, as trying to tackle this issue on one’s own
comes with a risk of safety and loss of control of the vehicle. What causes steering hard to turn? The most common of which is a lack of power steering fluid. Power steering requires a pressurized fluid to enable it to operate, so without sufficient fluid, it may cause the steering to become heavy or hard to turn. Low fluid levels can be caused by a leak,
a worn-out belt or pressure hose, or simply due to wear and tear. Other causes of hard steering cases may include a malfunctioning power steering pump, damaged or worn-out steering components, loose or worn suspension parts, incorrect alignment, or low tire pressure. It is highly recommended to have your car serviced and inspected by a
certified mechanic if you are noticing any difficulty turning the steering wheel. What are the signs of power steering problems? These include difficulty turning the steering wheel, a grinding noise when steering, a steering wheel that is “stiff” or difficult to turn, and a leak or fluid spilling from the power steering pump or it’s associated hose. Other
symptoms include a “whining” sound when turning, or vibrations when the steering wheel is held at certain angles. It is important to note that, in some cases, power steering problems can be related to other issues, like a worn drive belt, low levels of power steering fluid, or a defective power steering pump. If any of these signs are present, it is
important to have the vehicle checked out by a qualified service professional to determine the cause and take the necessary steps to address the issue. How much does it cost to fix the power steering? The cost of fixing power steering can vary widely depending on the make and model of your car. Some common signs of power steering failure include
squealing noises when turning the wheel, difficulty in turning the wheel, leaking power steering fluid, or a burning rubber smell. If the power steering pump is the culprit, it can cost anywhere between $200-$750 to replace the part. If a belt or hoses need to be replaced, the cost is usually somewhere between $100-$250. If the issue is within the
power steering rack or column, the cost can range from $400-$1,000 for parts and labor. Ultimately, it is best to contact a qualified service technician to accurately diagnose and repair your power steering system. Why is my steering wheel harder to one side? The most likely cause is that your car has an alignment issue, meaning the wheels are not
lined up properly. A car’s alignment can be thrown off due to hitting curbs, potholes, and other road obstacles, loose or worn suspension components, mechanical failure, or simply wear and tear. In some cases, an alignment issue can cause your car to pull to one side; if this is the case, your steering wheel will become harder to turn as you are
compensating for the pull. It’s also possible that your power steering fluid is low. This could be due to a leak or damage to the system; low fluid levels can cause the steering wheel to feel heavier, especially when turning. Other potential causes for a hard steering wheel include a damaged steering rack or worn out steering components. In any case,
it’s best to have your car inspected by a qualified technician to properly diagnose the issue and make any necessary repairs. How do I know if my steering rack needs replacing? To determine whether your steering rack needs replacing, there are several signs to look out for. If you're noticing a stiff, jerky, or vibrating steering wheel, this is usually a
sign of an issue with the steering rack. You may also hear strange noises coming from the steering while you turn the wheel. Different types of grinding or squeaking sounds are a sign that the steering rack may be damaged. Other signs that may indicate your steering rack needs replacing include difficulty when turning the wheel, and visible
corrosion on the parts of the steering rack. Additionally, your vehicle may pull to the left or right when travelling in a straight line. If you're noticing any of these signs, it may be a sign that there’s an issue with your steering rack and it needs replacing. If so, it’s best to get it looked at as soon as possible, as driving with a damaged steering rack can
be dangerous. Can you drive with a broken steering rack? No, it is not advisable to drive with a broken steering rack. A broken steering rack can cause a variety of issues with your car, including decreased steering response, unstable driving behavior, and difficulty controlling the car. If you believe that the steering rack of your car is damaged, it is
important to have the issue addressed immediately by a certified mechanic. Faulty steering racks can be extremely dangerous and should not be taken lightly. How long should steering rack last? The longevity of your steering rack will vary based on the application and the usage of the vehicle, but typically, you should be able to get up to 5-7 years of
use out of it without any issues. If it’s in a vehicle that doesn’t experience any off-road or high-performance driving, it’s likely to last even longer. It’s important to maintain the rack properly in order to extend its lifespan. Regular maintenance includes checking the fluid levels and condition of the hoses, making sure the seals are in good condition, and
replacing any worn or damaged parts as soon as possible. Some vehicles may require additional maintenance, such as checking and adjusting the toe alignment, performing a full alignment, or replacing the tie rods if they are not in good condition. Keeping up with this regular maintenance can help make sure your steering rack lasts for years to
come. Why does my steering wheel feel tight when turning? It is possible that your steering wheel feels tight when turning due to an issue with the steering system in your vehicle. Typically, power steering systems use hydraulic pressure to make it easier to turn the steering wheel and helping to reduce resistance. The pressure is supplied by an
electric-powered hydraulic pump connected to the steering system. If the hydraulic fluid is low, then that can cause the steering wheel to feel tight and harder to turn. Another cause could be an issue with the power steering rack, where the internal components may be worn or broken, resulting in greater resistance when turning the wheel. It is also
possible that the issue could be with the power steering belt, which could be stretched or worn, resulting in too much tension on the belt. If that is the case, then the belt should be replaced. Lastly, it could be a problem with the tie rod ends or one of the other components of the steering system, such as worn bearing or bushings. If any of these issues
are present, you will likely need to take your vehicle to a qualified mechanic to have it diagnosed and any necessary repairs done. How do I know if I need power steering fluid? If you experience any of the following, it is likely that you may need power steering fluid: steering that is stiff or hard to maneuver, a grinding noise when turning the steering
wheel, or a whining noise when attempting to steer. Additionally, if you notice a leak in the power steering system, it could be an indication that there is an issue with the power steering fluid. To confirm, you can check the power steering fluid level by looking at the reservoir. If the fluid level is low, it means you will need to top it up. If you are
uncomfortable doing this task yourself, it is best to bring your vehicle in to a mechanic to have it checked and serviced as needed. Why do I hear a whining noise when I turn my steering wheel? Hearing a whining noise when you turn the steering wheel is a common car problem. It is usually caused by a faulty power steering belt or pump. The power
steering belt provides power to the power steering system, which helps to turn the steering wheel more easily at slow speeds. The power steering pump helps to circulate the steering fluid in the system. If either of these components become worn, they can start to make a whining noise when you move the steering wheel. It is important to have the
issue addressed as soon as possible. The belt or pump may need to be replaced in order to properly fix the problem. Otherwise, the noise will continue and can cause further damage to the power steering system. A qualified mechanic should be consulted to determine the correct solution for your vehicle. What happens when a tie rod breaks? When a
tie rod breaks, the steering can become unstable and the steering wheel could suddenly become very difficult to turn. The vehicle may also pull to one side, and the driver could lose control of the vehicle. This should be considered an emergency situation, and the car should be brought to a service station or mechanic as soon as possible. When a tie
rod breaks, it is usually caused by wear and tear or extreme stress. Most cars will come with a lifetime warranty on the tie rod, so it is important to inspect the tie rod regularly for damage or signs of wear in order to avoid this type of emergency situation. In the event that a tie rod does break, it is important to get the car to a service station
immediately as the tie rod needs to be replaced before further damage is done. The mechanic will inspect the entire steering system to ensure it is functioning correctly and will replace any parts that are worn or damaged. Once the tie rod is replaced, it is important to have the car aligned ready for safe driving. What type of power steering fluid do I
need? The type of power steering fluid you need will depend on the make and model of your vehicle. Generally, most cars with power steering use a specific type of hydraulic fluid known as power steering fluid. It’s important to make sure you use the correct type as mixing different kinds of power steering fluid can cause corrosion or other damage to
your vehicle’s steering system. Check your owner’s manual or contact your local dealership or mechanic to find out what type is recommended for your vehicle. What are 3 common problems that can occur with steering or suspension systems? 1. Worn or Damaged Tie Rods and Ball Joints - Tie rods and ball joints are responsible for allowing your
wheels to move up and down and side to side. As they’re constantly in motion and subject to wear and tear over time, they can sometimes get damaged or worn out from regular usage. When this happens, your vehicle may start to pull in one direction In this case, the tie rods and ball joints need to be replaced. 2. Leaks in Suspension System - Over
time, a vehicle’s suspension system can develop small leaks. If left too long, these leaks can lead to major damage to the system, as the oil and other fluids are essential for proper operation. Regularly checking for leaks and making necessary repairs is important for maintaining your suspension system. 3. Worn Shock Absorbers - Another common
problem that can occur with steering or suspension systems is worn shock absorbers. Shock absorbers are critical for providing a good ride, as they reduce the effects of bumps in the road and provide additional stability to your vehicle. If the shock absorbers become worn or damaged, they need to be replaced as soon as possible to ensure a smooth
ride. How do I make my car ride smoother? Make sure to have your mechanic check the tires, suspension, and steering components periodically to make sure your car is running smoothly and safely. You should also look at the quality of the drive belt to make sure it is properly tensioned. A properly tensioned drive belt is essential to ensure smooth
operation. Replacing your shocks and struts periodically can also ensure that your car has a smooth ride. You may also want to consider replacing your spark plugs and making sure your air filter is clean; these two components can help keep your engine running smoothly. Finally, check all of your engine’s vital fluids, such as oil, transmission fluid,
and coolant, to ensure they are all at the proper levels. Doing this can help improve the ride quality, increase fuel economy, and reduce the chances of engine problems. How do you tell if your suspension is damaged? These signs include uneven tire wear, instability or shaking when driving, excessive bouncing after hitting a bump in the road, noises
such as thumping or creaking, or your vehicle’s alignment being off. A damaged suspension can cause damage to other components of your vehicle. It is important to get any issues checked out as soon as possible. If you find any signs of a damaged suspension, it is best to take your vehicle to a professional mechanic to have it further inspected and
determine the best likely course of action. How do I know my car suspension is bad? If you think your car’s suspension may be bad, there are a few signs of trouble you can look out for. Some symptoms of bad suspension include uneven tire wear, steering wheel shakiness, your car leaning while turning corners or during braking, bouncing or swaying
while driving over bumps or potholes, or a swooping feeling when accelerating or braking. Other signs of bad suspension include a clunking sound when driving, a knocking sound from the front end when you drive over bumps, and a bottoming out feeling when you hit a bump or a dip in the road. If you notice these symptoms, it’s important to get
your suspension system checked by a certified mechanic as soon as possible. Suspension problems can often be diagnosed and repaired before more serious damage, such as worn out steering components, occurs. Is your steering wheel hard to turn? It can be scary and frustrating when your car doesn’t respond the way it should. This guide will help
you figure out why your steering wheel is stiff and what you can do to fix it. Why Is My Steering Wheel Hard To Turn? You might find the steering wheel hard to turn at low speeds, and then the problem miraculously seems to ease somewhat once you speed up, simply because you would most likely slow down while making a turn. This doesn’t mean
that you should ignore the issue of the hard steering wheel, as it’s certainly not going to go away on its own. When this issue occurs, you can be certain that there is a glitch in your power steering system. It could be the fluid, pump, or serpentine belt. All of these things work together to reduce the resistance of the wheel at the time of turning. When
any or all of these things fail to function properly, you will experience a stiff steering wheel because of the high level of resistance. Adequate power steering fluid is crucial for the power steering system to work. (Photo: Auto Exhausts & Tyres) For the power steering system to work, you need an adequate amount of a special fluid called power
steering fluid. This fluid serves as the pass through which power is transferred from the steering wheel to the steering mechanism of the vehicle to turn your wheels. It also acts to lubricate and protect the moving parts within the system from overheating and corrosion. The most common cause of a hard steering is that there is not enough power
steering fluid in the system. This will likely happen when there’s fluid leaking from a crack in the pressurized hose area or if this area gets loose. Fluid leaks through that crack, thus reducing pressure in the system and making the power steering pump work harder to make up for the loss of pressure. As a result, the steering wheel does not get
enough supply of fluid to turn freely, and you will have to exert much more force than usual. If, upon inspection, it’s hard to turn steering wheel but fluid is full, then the next likely culprit is a thickening power steering fluid. This is an unavoidable problem that occurs as time goes by. Like all other types of fluid in a vehicle, the power steering fluid
doesn’t have an infinite life, and it also collects dirt and debris over time. Therefore, it’s crucial to change it regularly as per the manufacturer’s recommended intervals. Failure to change it within the specified period means the fluid will thicken and lose its ability to lubricate the system properly. A thickened power steering fluid might still allow you
to turn the wheel, but you’ll have to use far more force to do so, and a steering wheel hard to turn in incidents that require instant steering might compromise your safety. The only solution is to flush the old fluid out of the system and refill it with new, fresh power steering liquid. The power steering system consists of two main parts: the rack-and-
pinion unit and the power steering pump. The power steering pump transfers the steering system fluid to the rack and pinion unit. When you turn the steering wheel, the control valve in the system lets the fluid flow into the pinion, thus allowing you to turn the wheel without much physical exertion. As the steering wheel turns, the pinion moves
against the steering rack, which drives the four wheels to the direction that you are navigating. In addition, a major role of the power steering pump is maintaining the optimum amount of pressure in the system so that you can turn the steering wheel smoothly without exerting a lot of force. If the pump malfunctions for any reason, the “power” part of
your steering system fails and you will find the steering wheel sticking when turning. A bad pump will not lock the wheel completely, but it will need much more force, which could be dangerous when you need to take a sharp turn in an emergency situation. Your steering rack is a crucial part of the rack and pinion unit. (Photo: Auto Trend) Your
steering rack is a crucial part of the rack and pinion unit. The steering rack’s role is to attach the steering wheel to the mechanisms that turn the wheels to the direction that you’'re navigating. The steering rack is connected to the steering wheel through a series of shafts and U-joints. These parts and the rack itself simply wear out after extensive
driving. If you find the steering wheel hard to turn after just starting the car, but the wheel will gradually turn more smoothly as you continue driving, the problem is definitely with the steering rack. This happens because the rack warms up as the engine is running, allowing the lubricant to settle in. You can keep driving with this condition, but
leaving the deteriorated rack as it is will escalate the problem. Another common cause of steering wheel hard to turn is a cracked or broken serpentine belt. This belt is responsible for many important jobs within the engine, including the operation of the power steering pump. The belt ages and gets worn out over time because it works all the time
when you drive the car. As it becomes loose, cracks, and frays, the steering wheel will start showing signs of stiffness. Delaying the repair or replacement will cause the belt to break, making the steering wheel go kaput. A loose or broken serpentine belt can cause other components that rely on it to stop working, such as the water pump, the
alternator, and the air conditioning compressor. A faulty belt will also cause damage to the pulley, and the car will definitely overheat, which is detrimental. Surprisingly, bad air pressure could be a cause for the issue. Improper tire pressure, especially deflated tires, can trigger this problem. All the tires of your vehicle should have been inflated
according to the manufacturer’s recommended PSI. Also, the front-end alignment is another important thing. Uneven wear on the front tires will make your car pull to the side while driving or taking a turn. Uneven tire tread leads to misalignment of the wheels, which can also be a reason that triggers hard and stiff steering when making turns on the
road. How To Fix A Stiff Steering Wheel? Fixing a stiff steering wheel depends on the underlying cause. Here’s a breakdown of common issues and potential solutions: You can avoid the power steering stiff by following the recommended procedure of trusted mechanics (Photo:: Wheelzine) Refilling the liquid in the power steering tank will fix the
problem for the time being and the car may be driveable for a while, but the leak must be taken care of. Otherwise, it will eventually cause your power steering pump to fail, which can be an expensive replacement. That said, a pump can fail due to loose or damaged connectors to the pump. So before you get your power steering pump replaced right
away, inspect to see if this is the culprit. A pump replacement would cost you between $100 to $200 if you do it yourself and around $500 if you get professional service. This can be a more complex issue. A mechanic may need to flush the steering system, repair damaged components, or replace the entire rack. You will pay anywhere from $650 to
$1,200 for a steering rack replacement, of which parts would cost between $350 and $830 and labor would cost between $280 and $360. The prices of parts vary widely depending on your vehicle’s particular make and model. A mechanic can inspect the belt and replace it if it’'s worn, cracked, or loose. The average cost for serpentine belt
replacement is between $110 and $130, parts typically cost around $60, while labor costs would be between $50 and $70. Check your tire pressure and inflate them to the recommended PSI (found in your owner’s manual or on a sticker inside the driver’s side door jamb). How Can I Make My Car’s Steering Tighter/More Responsive? In addition to the
above solutions, you can actively make your steering wheel more responsive day by day to improve your driving experience, no matter if it’s having any issue or not. Look for the intensive play in the steering wheel joints Play in the steering wheel joints is the amount that the components of the steering system are able to move around. Extensive play
can be caused by the rack and pinion of the steering system being worn out. Get new components for your wheel You can replace the U-joint and isolator blushing which control the steering wheel responsibility, if there is no problem with the rack and pinion. Consults professionals for further replacement for the low play. Weak suspension can cause
tight and hard-responded steering wheels. Be sure to check it to smoothen your ride. FAQs on Steering Wheel Hard To Turn Some may think that a tight steering wheel is a complicated problem and is hard to handle. However, it is still preventable in some cases. Here are a few ways to protect your steering wheel from becoming stiff and help you
notice the problem at the early stage.- Check tire pressure regularly- Quickly and carefully identify the damages with tire that can affect the steering wheel- Check the wheel alignment- Check the steering wheel lubricating fluid regularly- Head to the maintenance centers for occasional review and repair. A stiff steering wheel is a very obvious sign
that something is wrong with your power steering. If your steering is becoming harder to turn or feels unusually stiff, especially at lower speeds or when parking, it’s important to have the system inspected by a trusted professional. In this article, we’ll cover some of the most common causes of a stiff steering feel as well as what steps to take next if
you’'re experiencing this issue. Power steering uses hydraulic pressure to help make turning a two-ton vehicle much easier, allowing drivers to make sudden and evasive moves. Without power steering, it can be incredibly difficult or downright impossible to drive, risking the safety of yourself and others on the road. Whirring or whining noise when
turning Leaking power steering fluid Trouble turning the steering wheel Steering is slow to respond. Power steering fluid is hydraulic and responsible for transferring and amplifying force from your steering wheel movements to the steering system itself. Inadequate levels of fluid can make the hydraulic assistance less effective, leaving you with more
weight to turn A stiff steering wheel can result from several issues, like a low level of power steering fluid or a problem with the steering rack or pump. Low fluid levels can often be attributed to leaks somewhere in the system where the fluid can exit, depriving the vehicle of the hydraulic fluid it requires for easy steering. . Over the course of
continual use, power steering will gradually accumulate contaminants and moisture, potentially causing further corrosion and damage within the system. If you notice that your power steering fluid has picked up a brown color, it’s likely time yo have your power steering fluid replaced. The power steering pump is the heart of the steering system,
pushing the hydraulic fluid throughout the system as needed to keep your steering light and manageable. When the power steering pump fails, usually due to old age or internal corrosion from contaminated fluid, it will prevent your power steering system from pushing adequate power steering fluid for proper steering. As the power steering fluid is
responsible for transferring consistent hydraulic pressure, you can imagine that air entering the fluid lines can become an issue for the system. Air pockets and bubbles will cause interruptions in the hydraulic assist, potentially making it more difficult to turn the steering wheel at times. Don’t let a worn or faulty system let you end up in a dangerous
situation. Our ASE-certified technicians at any of our three Lake City Auto Care locations will make sure your car is safe and easy to drive. Whether it’s a bad pump, leaking fluid, or any other related problems, we can take care of you and your vehicle so you can drive with confidence. Schedule with our friendly team today! Last updated on July 11th,
2023 at 06:35 pm Causes Of Hard To Turn Steering Wheel + Solution To Stiff Steering Wheel Having a car is definitely a necessity and not a luxury hence everyone tries to have one. Furthermore, necessity demands that you use your personal car and not the public transportation system like electric trains, buses, taxies or cabs. But then again motor
vehicles have their own peculiar problems that sometimes make you wish you didn’t have one. For instance, imagine traveling at the speed of 80 kilometers an hour and as you apply the brakes it fails and the car steering becomes hard to turn. Of course, you would panic and wish you had gone by public transport. So, in this article, we will explore the
causes of hard to turn the steering wheel and give you a solution for a stiff steering wheel. Additionally, we will discuss other areas like how to fix a hard to turn the steering wheel when braking, what to do when a car is overheating and the steering wheel is hard to turn and what to do when the steering wheel is hard to turn at low speeds. The
problems are interrelated so, let us tackle them right away. Read this also: Can I Mix Power Steering Fluid with Transmission Fluid? As you already know, the steering is the ultimate means for steering or controlling the direction the car moves to. It is dangerous if you are unable to steer the car with ease and could cause an accident in crowded
streets and places filled with cars. It is unimaginable that you could also get caught while trying to move from one lane to another on the Highway. We know that poor maintenance of the car plus other worn parts of the car could cause this problem. Also, a car steering does not just become stiff all of a sudden. Most times they give signs before they
become occur. The following are top reasons for a hard steering problem. They are a bad steering rack, tire pressure, a malfunctioning pump, leakage of fluid, damaged serpentine belt, and thick fluid. Let us analyze these point to explain how they represent what you must fix to have fully functional steering and a smooth drive. This may surprise you
but one of the causes of hard to turn steering wheel is uneven tire pressure. The four tires plus the spare tire should be inflated up to the manufacturer’s Pound per Square Inch (PSI) rating. Make sure you obey this simple rule. Also, do proper alignment of the front tires. So that one side of the tire does not wear out more than the other side and
cause the car to tilt to one side. If this happens, this will cause improper alignment of the wheels and make the steering to go stiff especially when you are turning at sharp corners. Continuous use of the car often could cause, the connecting joints of the cars to the steering rack to wear out. Be observant to notice this simple test. When you start the
car in the morning and the wheels are stiff then you should know that the steering rack is malfunctioning. Furthermore, if you notice that the wheels become a bit free as you drive along, it is due to free-flowing lubricant and the hotness of the engine. Don’t continue to drive the car like this and cause more damage to the steering rack. Fix it. Related
Article: How to Find a Power Steering Leak Symptoms + Home Remedies for Power Steering Leak This belt is in the list of the causes of hard to turn steering wheel especially when it is broken or cracked. This belt gets worn out due to constant use so, you ought to be ready to change it after a certain number of months. If you fail to replace it, the
deterioration will continue and after a while, it will break and keep you on the road too. As a human being when you are thirsty, you drink water and when it is hot, you definitely will continue to take more water. So it is for a car too. When the power steering fluid is leaking or low due to a broken or cracked hose, this causes the pressure to reduce
and soon cause the pump to become dry. So, if the steering does not have enough fluid to work smoothly, it will become stiff and hard to turn. The malfunction of the pump is definitely one of the causes of hard to turn the steering wheel. For the steering to function properly the pump must be in good condition apart from the fluid and the serpentine
belt being in top shape. For instance, if the power steering pump gets damaged, you may continue to use the car but you will have to exert more effort to turn the car steering wheel than before. This is a risk you must prevent because soon, it will become so hard to turn the car at sharp corners of the road. Often you are unaware that particles of
things can get into the fluid that runs the steering wheel. This build-up makes fluid thick and causes the steering to work slowly. This is another one of the causes of hard to turn the steering wheel. This build-up of dirt especially causes the steering wheel to be hard when the car is moving at low speed. The solution is to flush the former fluid in the
car and replace it with a new one. What to do when car overheating and steering wheel hard to turn? Here is what you should when a car is overheating and the steering wheel is hard to turn. We have discussed what causes the steering to be hard so, we will not repeat that here. Instead, we will focus on the cause of the overheating and give a
solution. First, turn off the car air conditioner to reduce the load on the engine. Then turn on the heater to cool the engine down and roll down the windows. Next, allow the car to creep rather than applying your break to avoid tension on the engine. Steer the as gently as you can off the main traffic and pull over to the side of the road. Additionally,
don’t open the bonnet or hood. Allow the steam to boil over and cool down before you open the bonnet. Also, don’t open the radiator cap for your own safety. Call for help or tow van instead. Don’t attempt to add radiator coolant when the car engine is still very hot. Be patient. What caused the car to overheat? There are many factors. Some include
the drive belt which turns the steering pump and water pump too. If this belt fails due to being worn out or cracks the car will overheat. This belt could also fail due to other accessory failure leading to excessive load on it. So, don’t drive the car until you correct the problem. instead, call for help. What to do when steering wheel hard to turn at low
speeds You will discover this problem when you are driving at low speed. The cause is usually a faulty power steering system made up of the fluid, serpentine belt and the pump. Those parts work in unity to give your steering a smooth and easy movement. If any of these parts develop a fault, your steering will be hard to turn and become stiff. Power
steering pump causing overheating Here is what to do when steering wheel hard to turn at low speeds to fix the problem If the wheels or your steering is hard to turn at low speed, inspect your tires to confirm that the air pressure is even according to the Pound per Square Inch (PSI) recommended by the manufacturer of your vehicle. Another thing
you should do when the steering wheel is hard to turn at low speed is to check the condition of the power steering and the level of fluid in the reservoir. Check the reservoir and top it up to the recommended level. Confirm the color too and change it when it becomes too dark or you perceive it is too old. When the steering wheel is hard to turn at low
speeds to fix the problem, you should confirm the state of the pulley in the power steering unit. Check the pulley when the engine of your car is off. Depress the belt with your thumb to gauge the tension. The accurate tension should be an inch of play or 3 quarters and confirm that the belt on the pulley is in the best state with no frayed edges or
cracks. Also, put the car engine on and observe the way the belt works on the pulley. If it is slipping that means the engine will be irregular and your steering too will work in an irregular way. Examine the power steering unit to detect whether there is any leakage from the hoses connecting to it. If there is a leakage the pressure will reduce and cause
the steering to be hard. Another thing to do when the steering wheel is hard to turn at low speeds is to do an inspection of the front end parts of the car. Confirm that parts like the ball joints and tie rods are not worn out. Also, check the alignment of the front tires. If they are not in alignment your car will pull to one side when you drive and the
steering wheel will become hard to turn too. Finally, you must do proper car service regularly with good parts. This will enable you to detect these problems early and fix them before they deteriorate. Do a proper diagnosis of the steering system and components parts each time you go for care maintenance. How to fix a hard to turn steering wheel
when braking Make sure the power steering fluid is not low. Also, confirm that there is no leakage in the hose that carries the fluid to the steering rack. Additionally, check that there is no malfunctioning power steering pump. These two things could cause the steering wheel to be hard at low speeds when braking. The solution is to flush the former
power steering fluid and replace it with a brand new one. Also, check the brake fluid to see whether the reservoir is filled to the right level and confirm that the front brake pads are not worn out. If they are, replace them and refill the container with brake fluid. In this post, we examined the causes of hard to turn the steering wheel and gave solution
to these stiff steering wheel problems. We also analyzed what to do when a car is overheating and the steering wheel is hard to turn, plus what to do when the steering wheel is hard to turn at low speeds and how to fix a hard to turn the steering wheel when braking. We hope you know that the solution to all these problems lies in the causes as well.
Once you identify the cause you can create a solution. Bottom line is that you should make sure you service the car regularly and do a proper diagnosis of the steering and brake system, to detect problems on time to enable you to repair the car before these problems deteriorate. Related Articles: 5 Best Power Steering Fluid Oil Review (Where to Buy
Power Steering Fluid) How to Find a Power Steering Leak Symptoms + Home Remedies for Power Steering Leak Share on FacebookPost on XFollow usSave Your steering wheel is an essential component of the control mechanism of your vehicle. You will be unable to make a turn, maneuver into the parking spot, change lanes or avoid a pothole
without a steering wheel. A steering wheel failure can harm you and other vehicles on the road because it can lead to severe accidents. You could be trying to make a turn or change lanes, and then your steering wheel becomes hard to turn or even lock up. This can result in a fatal accident. Your steering wheel must stay in excellent condition to give
you maximum control over your vehicle. The stiffness of your steering wheel is easily noticeable when turning at low speeds. It indicates an issue in the power steering system that needs to be inspected and fixed by a mechanic. In this article, we will delve into why a steering wheel is hard to turn. The steering wheel can be hard to turn at low speeds
and suddenly loosen up once you speed up. It is crucial to inspect the steering wheel when it is hard to shift because the issue can result in severe accidents. It is almost certain that there is a glitch in your power steering system if your steering wheel becomes hard to turn. It could be a serpentine belt, fluid, or pump issue. These components reduce
the resistance of the wheel when turning. If any of these components fail to function adequately, you will notice that your steering wheel will be hard to turn due to the high resistance level. The wear and tear of certain parts, coupled with the skipping of routine servicing and irregular maintenance, are the most prevalent reasons for a stiff steering
wheel. It is crucial to keep up with regular maintenance and know the reasons why the steering wheel is stiff and learn how to diagnose it. Below are some reasons why your steering is getting harder to turn. The power steering system requires an adequate power steering fluid to function appropriately. This fluid is a passage where power is
transferred from the steering wheel to the vehicle’s steering mechanism to turn the wheels. The fluid also lubricates and protects the moving components in the power steering system from corrosion and overheating. A power steering fluid leakage is the most common cause of a steering wheel hard-to-turn problem. Fluid leakage can result from a
loose or crack in the pressurized hose area. If the power steering fluid leaks from the crack, it reduces the pressure in the system, making the steering pump too hard to cover the loss of pressure. When this occurs, the steering wheel will not get an adequate fluid supply freely, and you will have to put out greater force than usual. Refilling the fluid in
the power steering tank can fix the problem for a short period. However, the leak should get taken care of to avoid power steering failure and expensive repairs. A thickened power steering fluid can result in a stiff steering wheel. It is an unavoidable issue that becomes prevalent over an extended period. The power steering fluid does not have an
infinite lifespan as it collects debris and dirt over time. It is essential to regularly change the fluid according to the manufacturer’s recommended intervals. If you fail to change the fluid within a specific period, it will thicken and lose its ability to lubricate the power steering system adequately. A thickened power steering fluid may let you turn the
wheel, but more force must be exerted. It is best to flush the old fluid from the system and refill it with a new power steering fluid. The steering rack is an essential component of the pinion unit and rack. It is responsible for attaching the steering wheel to the mechanisms that turn the wheels in the desired navigated direction. The steering rack is
attached to the steering wheel through several U-joints and shafts. These components and the steering rack wear out after extended driving. When you notice that your steering wheel is hard to turn after starting your car, but the wheel gradually turns well as you continue driving, the problem arises from a faulty steering rack. This problem occurs
because the steering rack warms up as the engine runs, letting the lubricant settle in. You can continue driving with this condition but not for an extended period, as it will escalate the issue. The power steering pump transfers the steering fluid to the rack and pinion unit. When you turn the steering wheel, the control valve in the steering system lets
the fluid flow into the pinion, letting you turn the wheel without much physical exertion. The power steering pump plays a significant role in maintaining an adequate amount of pressure in the power steering system. It enables you to turn the steering wheel smoothly without much exertion of force. If the power steering pump becomes faulty, it will
be hard to turn the steering wheel. A faulty pump may not lock up the steering wheel entirely but may cause more force must be exerted. This can be dangerous when you need to take a sharp turn. The power steering pump is designed to last for thousands of miles. However, it may sometimes fail prematurely. Before it becomes faulty, the steering
pump will make a grinding or whining noise, especially when taking a sharp turn. Since a belt drives the steering pump belt, the engine’s RPM increases and the sound gets louder. A loose or damaged connector to the pump can make the pump fail. Before getting your power steering pump replaced, you should inspect it to see if it is the cause of a
stiff steering wheel. A pump replacement costs between $500 to $600 if you get a professional service, and if you do it yourself, it costs between $100 to $200. A broken or cracked serpentine belt can cause the steering wheel to get hard to turn. The serpentine plays an essential role within the engine and aids the operation of the power steering
pump. It gets cracked or worn out over time because it operates all the time while you are driving. If it becomes cracked or loose, the steering wheels will display signs of hardness. If you fail to repair or replace the belt, it may cause the belt to break, making the steering wheel break down. A broken serpentine belt can cause other parts on it to stop
working. Some components that rely on the serpentine belt include; the alternator, the air conditioning compressor, and the water pump. A broken belt can cause a pulley failure which will cause the vehicle to overheat. Insufficient air pressure can cause a steering wheel to get stiff when turning. An inadequate tire pressure or deflated tires can
cause this issue. Your vehicle tires must be inflated according to the recommended PSI from the manufacturers. Uneven wear on the front tires of your vehicle can cause your car to pull to a corner while taking a sharp turn or driving. This is the reason why front-end alignment is a necessary procedure. An uneven tire tread leads to misalignment of
wheels which can be a reason for a stiff steering wheel when taking turns on the road. When your steering wheel becomes difficult to turn, it is crucial to get it checked immediately to avoid the failure of other components and expensive repairs. Carrying out a diagnosis on the steering wheel is pretty simple, but you can also visit an auto repair shop
for the inspection and repair. There are several ways how to fix a hard power steering wheel. Some of the steps include:u003cbru003elnspect and refill the power steering fluid.u003cbru003eCheck the gauge of the tire air pressure.u003cbru003elnspect the power steering rack and pump.u003cbru003eCheck the front-end suspension
components.u003cbru003eEnsure that your drive belt works adequately. The power steering fluid system repair costs between $500 to $650. The specific price depends on what exactly is faulty with the power steering system. u003cbru003eu003cbru003eFor instance, if you need the fluid hose replacement, you can spend between $60 to $150 on the
components and an extra charge for the labor. The prices of the parts depend on your vehicle’s make and model. When your steering wheel becomes hard, several factors can cause the problem. A thickened power steering fluid that results from accumulated dirt and debris over time can cause this. Inadequate tire pressure, especially a deflated tire,
can cause the steering wheel to get hard.u003cbru003e When the steering wheel gets challenging to turn, it may result from a low power steering fluid in the system, insufficient air pressure in the tires, a damaged steering rack, a broken serpentine belt, and a damaged power steering pump. It is crucial to get your vehicle inspected to avoid further
damage. Ever since power steering systems started to become commonplace in the 1960s, drivers have become used to turning their steering wheel without giving it a thought. It’'s become so common that most people have never driven a vehicle without power steering. This makes it all the more concerning when these systems fail, and it becomes
hard to turn the steering wheel again. If you’'re finding it hard to turn your steering wheel, don’t freak out! All it takes is a few quick repairs to get your vehicle back on the road. Let’s begin with the most common causes: Why Is My Steering Wheel Hard to Turn? The most common reason why a steering wheel is hard to turn is due to a faulty power
steering pump or a broken serpentine belt. Low power steering fluid could also cause it, so it’s important to ensure the level is okay. Low tire pressure could also result in harder steering. There are few problems more concerning than the inability to turn your steering wheel. So, if you're experiencing this problem, you’'re going to want to fix it as
quickly as possible. Below, I've highlighted a more detailed list of the six most common reasons for a hard-to-turn steering wheel. 1. A Faulty Power Steering Pump Your power steering pump is what makes everything easy to turn to begin with, so it makes sense that if it’s not working properly, you’ll have a hard time turning the steering wheel. If the
power steering pump is the issue, you'll likely hear many loud engine noises. Power steering pumps can either break down slowly or fail completely. If you suspect that your power steering pump is starting to break, you should replace it as soon as possible, so it doesn’t fail completely while you’re driving! In modern cars, you most often have an
electric power steering pump, which can also fail. 2. A Broken Serpentine Belt The power steering pump is belt-driven in most car models, so if the belt snaps, then the motor won’t work. Without a functioning power steering pump, it’s going to be hard to turn the steering wheel. However, if a broken serpentine belt is the problem, you’ll have more
problems than just a hard-to-turn steering wheel. That’s because the serpentine belt also controls the air conditioning, the engine fan, the water pump, the alternator, and more! However, having a hard time steering might be the first thing you notice. 3. Low Power Steering Fluid Your power steering pump needs fluid to operate. It’s a sealed system,
and if the system leaks, you're going to run into problems sooner rather than later. Just like with a broken power steering pump, if you’'re low on power steering fluid, you’ll likely hear some noises coming from the engine bay - especially as you try to turn. If you are low on fluid, you can’t just add fluid and call it good though. There is a leak
somewhere, and you need to repair it. Keep in mind that if you run your power steering pump for too long without enough fluid, you’ll wind up damaging the pump! 4. Damaged Steering Components When everything is working the way it should, every component has space to move, and it’s easy to turn the wheel. But if you have a snapped or
damaged component, you have to force those components past the damaged area. This puts a ton of extra stress on the entire system and can make it hard to turn the wheel. Even worse, if you do force the component, it might break other system components like the power steering pump. 5. Low Tire Pressure If you have low tire pressure, you might
find it harder to turn the steering wheel. The lower the air pressure, the harder it will be to turn. However, before you start feeling anything, your tires are likely to be extremely low. Furthermore, even if your tires are extremely low, including a flat tire, it will still be easier to turn the steering wheel than it would be with a broken serpentine belt or a
totaled power steering pump. 6. Old Power Steering Fluid Power steering fluid is just like every other fluid in your engine. As it gets older, it breaks down, and you need to swap it out. Power steering fluid usually is good for 70,000 to 100,000 miles, but you likely won’t notice significant impacts to how hard it is to turn the steering wheel until long
after that. However, that doesn’t mean you should neglect to change your fluids. That’s because old power steering fluid can cause your power steering pump and other steering components to wear prematurely and can lead to extra maintenance costs. The Basic Mechanical Breakdown When you turn the steering wheel, it starts a mechanical process
that turns your wheels the way you’re trying to go. When everything is working the way it should, you don’t have to worry about anything else, and it runs like magic. But what’s really happening involves a lot more work. Most vehicles have a steering column that the steering wheel is attached to, and when you turn the wheel, what you're actually
turning is this steering column. This steering column connects your steering wheel to the rack and pinion. As you turn, the rack and pinion push one way or the other, which turns your wheels. Incorporated into that system is your power steering pump, which helps you push the rack and pinion. Without the power steering pump, you have to provide
all the necessary force to turn the wheel. If you’re not moving, that’s not easy. Older cars used to have much larger steering wheels to help you with this, but modern vehicles have become dependent on this power steering system, and the steering wheels have shrunk as a result. When you go to turn the steering wheel, you want it to be easy. As soon
as it becomes difficult, you need to get it addressed. While you might be able to muscle past it for a while, when disaster strikes and you need to get out of the way, you need to be able to do it as quickly as possible. Furthermore, the longer you wait, the more likely it is that you’ll break more components in your system. Fixing your steering system
doesn’t have to be hard. You just need to know where to look! Categories: Driving, Troubleshooting If there’s one thing you probably take for granted with your car, it’s the ability to easily control it with the steering wheel. But what happens when you lose that ability? What does it mean when your steering wheel becomes ridiculously hard to turn?
There are a variety of potential issues, ranging from the likely (an issue with your power steering fluid) to the extremely unlikely (you’ve suddenly become a ghost). Below, we’ll take a look at what each problem could mean — and what you need to do to fix it. 7 Reasons Why Your Steering Wheel Might Be Hard to Turn As we’ll discuss, modern
vehicles use electric power steering (or EPS), which is far less likely to have problems than previously popular steering methods. As a result, many of the causes on this list will be exclusive to older cars. Even vehicles with EPS will sometimes have power steering issues, though, as you’ll soon discover (on this list, we mean — hopefully not on the
freeway). 1. Low Power Steering Fluid This is the most common cause of steering issues, and the first place you should look if you have a car with hydraulic power steering. Typically, low power steering fluid levels are caused by a leak somewhere in the system, as the fluid shouldn’t burn off while driving or anything like that. That means you need to
start looking around for the cause of the leak — and a cracked or loose hose is often the culprit. If you do have a damaged hose, you can expect the repairs to cost somewhere between $100 and $200 — a small price to pay for the ability to, you know, control the massive hunk of metal you're piloting at high speeds while surrounded by people in
similar projectiles. 2. Power Steering Fluid Too Thick We know what you’'re thinking — how is getting thick a bad thing? After all, cousin Darlene got thick a few years ago, and now she’s a big star on Instagram. Two things: one, you're thinking of “thicc,” and two, thick power steering fluid won’t flow freely through the hoses. This slows down its
responsiveness, making it harder to turn the steering wheel. The thickness is caused by dirt and debris accumulating in the fluid reservoir, where it then gets mixed in with the fluid. To remedy the problem, you’ll need to flush the old fluid out and replace it with new, skinnier fluid. A power steering flush usually costs around $100, and it’s something
that should be done regularly as part of standard preventative maintenance. 3. Pump Malfunction The other major component in a hydraulic power steering system is the pump, so it’s about the only other thing that can go wrong. Well, except for the power steering belt, of course, but they never go out — right? (Spoiler alert: wrong.) If the hydraulic
pump starts malfunctioning, it won’t create hydraulic pressure — and you won’t get much of steering assistance, either. It won’t make it impossible to turn the wheel, but you’ll have to work a lot harder. Power steering pumps can go out for a variety of reasons, but the most common is just regular wear and tear. Fixing it isn’t cheap, either — expect
to pay between $500 and $700 to get the job done. In addition to making the wheel hard to turn, other telltale signs of a power steering pump that’s about to kick the bucket are a squealing or groaning sound when the car starts or the wheel is turned, along with a reddish-brown puddle under the car. That’s your power steering fluid, and it doesn’t do
you much good lying there on the ground. 4. Loose or Damaged Power Steering Belt If you guessed this would be next on our list, congratulations — we’re deputizing you as an honorary mechanic. The belt keeps the pump, alternator, and air conditioner running, and comes in either a V-belt or serpentine style. The belt is in constant motion while the
engine is running, and all that friction eventually eats through the rubber. Once the rubber gets loose, cracked, or broken, all sorts of bad things will happen. It will be harder to turn your steering wheel, your air conditioner will stop working, and the engine will stall — possibly while you’re on the freeway. Replacing a belt is easy and inexpensive, and
a mechanic will charge less than $100 (although you can easily do it yourself). However, a broken belt may lead to other problems in your engine, some of which can be catastrophic, so replace it immediately. 5. Worn-Out Steering Rack In addition to the steel rack and pinions, a steering rack is made of joints, shafts, and a gearbox, all of which can
wear out over time. They can also get damaged if you run out of power steering fluid, as it’s what helps to lubricate them during use. If this is the problem, chances are your steering will be much worse while the vehicle is still cold, so if the handling improves once the car’s been running a few minutes, you should have your steering rack looked at.
Replacing your steering rack will be expensive, clocking in at anywhere from $600 to $1,200 or more. However, the problem will only get worse (and more expensive) over time, so don’t wait to get the repairs done. Also, $1,200 is a lot cheaper than getting in a wreck because the road turned and your car didn’t. 6. Failing Electronic Power Steering
Control Module Most of the other issues on this list are exclusive to old-school hydraulic power steering systems, but that doesn’t mean that a car with EPS is immune from steering problems. An EPS system is made of sensors, computers, and motors, and any of those components can fail. If they do, your steering assist might go out as well, giving
your 21st-century car 20th-century problems. If your power steering control module dies on you, it can cost between $800 and $1,000 to fix. This problem is easy to diagnose, though, as your car will usually hit you a warning light regarding your EPS. 7. Incorrect Tire Pressure You might not think your steering problems could start with your tires, but
incorrect tire pressure can make a big difference in how easy it is to drive your car. If your tires are slightly deflated, that will make turning the wheel harder (and if they’'re completely deflated, turning the wheel will be almost impossible — but you probably knew that already). What’s more, if there’s a different amount of air in the tires on one side,
your car might lean, which would also impact your ability to steer. Of course, this isn’t likely to be the culprit if you’re having a ton of difficulty turning the wheel, but if your steering is just a little bit rougher than usual, it’s worth checking out. Fortunately, this is one of the cheapest problems to solve — you can usually get air for free at your local gas
station. What Should I Do if My Power Steering Fails While I'm Driving? If you’'re driving and the steering wheel suddenly becomes hard to turn, don’t panic. It may take a lot of effort, but you should still be able to steer. Here’s what you should do as soon as you realize you have a problem: Put Your Hazard Lights On Turn on your flashers so that
other drivers know that your car isn’t in tip-top shape. They’ll also get out of your way, which makes it easier to avoid hitting someone. Move to the Shoulder Just because you can steer your car doesn’t mean you should keep driving it. It’s best to pull off to the side, well out of the way of traffic, so that you don’t pose a risk to other vehicles. Be careful
when changing lanes, and make absolutely sure there’s no one in your blind spot. Without power steering, you'll find it very difficult to make a quick correction if you need to. Determine How Bad the Problem Is Once you're safely on the shoulder, you can see how severe of an issue you have on your hands. Turn the wheel in both directions to check
how hard it is to steer. If you think the car’s still driveable, you may be able to make it home or to your mechanic. If not, though, you’ll need to call a tow truck. In fact, it’s probably smart to call a tow truck regardless, as that’s safer for everyone involved (plus you get to ride in a cool tow truck). How Does Power Steering Work? The majority of
vehicles on the road use something called rack-and-pinion steering. The “rack” is a metal bar that goes between the front wheels, and it has little notches carved in the middle of it. The “pinion” is the gear that fits inside the grooves of the rack; when you turn the pinion, it moves the rack — and the car turns accordingly. If you don’t have power
steering, then you have to force that pinion to move the rack using only your own upper body strength. In fact, in the old days before power steering was invented, cars were much harder to turn — and engineers compensated by gearing them so that they required you to make several turns. So, if you had to navigate a tight corner, you might have to
make several mini-turns to do so; in a stunning bit of prescience, car manufacturers called this “pulling an Austin Powers.” Hydraulic Power Steering The first car to feature a power-steering system was the 1951 Chrysler Imperial. It used a hydraulic system, in which a pump pressurizes power steering fluid to push the pinion wherever it needs to go.
Hydraulic power steering changed the automotive world, and soon virtually every car boasted such a system. There were a few problems with it, though. For one thing, the pump ran continuously, even when the car wasn’t turning, so there was a lot of wasted energy. Also, everything depended on the hydraulic fluid — if it leaked out or needed to be
replaced, you’d lose your steering assist. Still, hydraulic power steering served us well for over 50 years, and it remained the dominant form of power steering until the early 2000s. Electric Power Steering Around the turn of the 21st century, hydraulic power steering began to be replaced by electric power steering, or EPS. EPS still uses a metal rack-
and-pinion steering system, but instead of a hydraulic pump, it relies on an electric motor to help you turn. The electric sensor that controls the EPS system will either be mounted on the steering rack or the steering column. Its sensors determine how much assistance the driver needs to be given, taking into consideration both how hard the driver is
turning the wheel and how fast the car is moving. EPS is more efficient, eliminates the need for hydraulic fluid maintenance, and opens the doors for lane-keep assist and automated driving features. It also makes it easier to adjust steering weights, so that you can have loose and easy steering at low speeds and tighter steering when you’re flying
down the highway. There’s another kind of steering that is a mix of hydraulic steering and EPS, called electrohydraulic steering. However, it’s only found on a few cars, so we won’t bother with it here. Can I Still Drive My Car if the Steering Wheel Is Hard to Turn? That depends on how hard the wheel is to turn, as well as your tolerance for danger.



We wouldn’t recommend it, though. Many of the problems on this list — like a fluid leak, bad belt, or worn-out rack — can cause other, more severe problems if allowed to linger, so you’ll actually save money by getting the repairs done. About the only issue that you could potentially safely ignore is the low tire pressure, but even that’s dangerous.
There’s not much reason to put it off, either, since it’s free and easy to solve. All of this is to say that you shouldn’t ignore a steering problem. We understand the sinking feeling you get in the pit of your stomach once your car needs a potentially-expensive repair, but it’s better than the sinking feeling you get in the pit of your stomach when your
mechanic explains that the repairs are even more expensive because you dragged your feet. Turn Things Around Having a steering wheel that doesn’t quickly respond to your commands can be a frightening experience. However, diagnosing the problem is fairly simple, and once it’s fixed, your car should be good as new. You can always ignore the
issue, but it turns out that being able to steer is often important when behind the wheel. We learned that in our court-mandated defensive driving class. One of the most important systems on a vehicle is its steering system. Any issue in the steering system could lead to lethal consequences if a loss of control results. This is especially true if you find
yourself driving at higher speeds. If your steering doesn’t work properly or becomes very difficult to turn, things could go south quick. You might end up hitting a tree, a car, or even someone on the road. There are several issues related to a car’s steering. One of the most common among them is a steering wheel that’s hard to turn at low speeds. This
is often the first symptom you’ll notice if you have a steering issue. It has to be fixed immediately so as to avoid major issues. 5 Reasons Your Steering Wheel is Hard to Turn There are several reasons of a steering wheel being difficult to turn (especially at low speeds). Some of the most common causes are discussed below to help you figure out the
root cause. See Also: How Does Steering Assist Technology Work? 1) Damaged Belt One of the most common reasons of steering wheel requiring much more effort to turn at low speeds is a broken or a damaged accessory belt. The serpentine belt wears over time. It gets loose and that’s the point when the steering wheel starts getting a bit harder to
turn. If left damaged, the belt will eventually break and steering will become increasingly difficult. It’s important to replace the serpentine belt before it breaks. When the belt wears and starts becoming loose, it should be replaced immediately, otherwise you risk being without power steering at the worst possible time. 2) Low Power Steering Fluid
The power steering system needs 0il to work smoothly. The purpose of power steering fluid is to keep the entire system working seamlessly without any resistance by lubricating the power steering system. Over time, the fluid gets contaminated and thicker and needs to be replaced. If you haven’t replaced the fluid for ages, your power steering will
feel very heavy at low speeds. Refer to your car’s manual to see what the manufacturer’s recommended power steering fluid change interval is. There may be times when the power steering fluid level gets low. This makes turning your steering wheel more difficult and is considered one of the main causes. In fact, as soon as you feel the steering
stiffen at low speeds, check the power steering fluid level. If it is low, top it off with the correct fluid. This is often times enough to fix the issue. But topping off the fluid will not solve a power steering fluid leak. If the fluid level drops again, it means there is a leak somewhere. You have to find it and fix it. Check for loose hoses or cracks as a starting
point. 3) Pump Failure The power steering system has a pump which is responsible for generating the pressure to allow for smooth, easy turning of the steering wheel. A faulty power steering pump will make it MUCH more difficult to turn the steering wheel. Normally, power steering pumps do not fail completely, rather they fail prematurely, so even
a failed pump will not jam the steering. The idea is to check the pump and fix or replace it if it has failed. If you have a steering wheel that’s hard to turn at low speeds, you should get it fixed as soon as possible as driving your car with it can result in serious issues on the road. 4) Caster Angle Too Steep Caster is sort of a “dynamic camber”. That is,
the more you turn the steering wheel, the more camber you get on the front wheels. The greater your camber in a turn, the more the wheel wants to force themselves back to center and drive in a straight line. If you have a manual steering rack, you will notice the steering effort increase immensely as you turn the wheel, particularly in high G turns
on a race track. If you have a manual or de-powered steering rack, try reducing your caster angle and see if it helps with your steering effort. To accomplish this you’ll need an alignment, likely from a professional. 5) Steering Rack Problems If you have a high mileage vehicle, your steering rack can be in need of an adjustment or replacement simply
through normal wear and use. A steering rack consists of several internal components. If these components wear out or become out of adjustment, they may make the steering wheel significantly harder to turn.
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